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BALANCE: 1 JAN 1990 
Accounts payable paid 
Prepaid items used below 
RECEIPTS 

Memberships 
156 Active 
52 Family Active 
16 Sustaining 
6 Family Sustaining 
10 Student 
3 Life 

Subscriptions 

33 Domestic Agencies 
2 Domestic Direct 
2 Foreign Agencies 
Miscellaneous 

Review Copies 
Checklists 
Field Cards 
Arm Patches 
Raffle 
Shirts 

Miscellaneous Publications 
Sales Tax Fee 
Spring Meeting 

Revenue: 1070.20 
Cost: 1175.35 
Fall Meeting 

Revenue: 2359.50 
Cost: 2167.80 
Interest Revenue 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 

EXPENSES 

Publications 

Review 

Newsletter 

Postage 

Officers’s Expenses 
President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Editor 
Librarian 

Records Committee 
TOTAL EXPENSES 

INVESTMENTS CASHED 
PREPAID DUES 
PREPAID SUBSCRIPTIONS 
SALES TAX DUE 
GIFTS 

BALANCE: 31 DEC 1990 


1990 TREASURER’S REPORT 

Cash: Cash: Investments Current Total 

This Year To/From Account 

Other Years 


1738.42 

(393.12) 

(773.22) 

(1166.34) 

393.12 

773.22 

13,763,20 


14,335.28 

1084.00 

518.00 

240.00 

120.00 

30.00 

300.00 



2292.00 


295.50 

20.00 

23.00 



338.50 


3.50 

42.00 

33.30 

11.85 

140.00 

209.14 

9.00 

1.25 





(105.15) 





191.70 

608.79 


619.02 

1764.40 


3775.88 


619.02 

4394.90 


2902.61 

765.08 

286.16 



3953.85 


43,44 

9.45 

5.00 

104.15 

3.40 

36.18 



201.62 


4155.47 



4155.47 

239.43 

L529.12 

531.00 

208.50 

.07 

435.60 

531.00 

208.50 

.07 

(1529.12) 


435.60 

2896.78 

(739.57) 

12,853.10 


15,010.31 
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1990 Christmas Count Report 

101 species were reported on Christmas counts during 1990. An additional 2 species 
were recorded during count weeks but not during a specific count day. Direct 
comparison with 1990 count data is difficult due to a disparity in the number of 
counts; 110 species plus 2 in the count week were found in 1990. 14 counts were 
held during 1989, but only 6 counts are reported in 1990. The DeSoto NWR count 
was cancelled due to icy roads and bad weather. Wayne Mollhoff's 4 central 
Nebraska counts were apparently not held because he is a member of the Reserves 
and was on constant stand-by throughout this period due to the Persian Gulf crisis. 

No reports were received from 3 counts—Norfolk, Kearney, and Sioux City. 

In the counts that were held, an observer could see a difference in the number 
and types of birds seen between counts early in the period and later ones. The four 
counts held on December 15 and 16, the first weekend of the period, all showed 
increases in the number of birds seen. In fact. Grand Island set a record high, nearly 
doubling the number of birds seen on the record 1989 count, including 5000 Sandhill 
Cranes, a species never before recorded on a Grand Island count. But, as Lincoln 
compiler Daryl Giblin noted, two or three days later, the open water which 
enhanced bird numbers had frozen in the face of the severe arctic blast. The Tristate 
count, the most southeasterly of all counts, did show some increase, mainly due to 
an influx of Horned Larks; however, the Omaha count, held in subzero weather 
with approximately half the normal participants, showed a 4000-bird reduction. 

Many interesting birds were seen in all points of the count. The Pine 
Grosbeak at Grand Island was the one of the four new birds seen on this count, and a 
Prairie Falcon was seen on the Omaha count for the first time. The Lincoln count 
had its share of good birds: Double-crested Cormorants, a bird not often noted on 
any Nebraska count, were found, a Black-billed Magpie was recorded for the first 
time, and a Townsend's Solitaire was recorded for the second straight year. Also 
significant in Lincoln was the count week report of a Bonaparte's Gull, which may 
be the first time this species has been recorded in a count period, along with a record 
number of all gull species reported. More information on the Bonaparte's would be 
highly desired by the NBR. The Lincoln County (formerly North Platte) count 
recorded the only Mountain Bluebirds and a single Yellow-headed Blackbird. The 
Scottsbluff count had one of its highest species totals ever, and the Tristate count 
had the only Hermit Thrush and Snow Bunting recorded (though it is not known if 
these were in Nebraska, Missouri, or Iowa). 

Several tables follow. The first of these gives count conditions, the second 
lists those birds not identified to species (for example. Meadowlark sp.), and the 
third gives species totals. The "h" refers to high counts, and those with the 
designation "lA" are ones on the Omaha count which were only found in Iowa. A 
blank in the conditions table refers to the fact that the information was not 
provided, and a "W" in the main table denotes a species found in the area during 
the count week but not on the exact day of the count. 

PARTICIPANTS (Compilers in caps) 

Scottsbluff—Mary Allison, Lucile Bigelow, Jeff Essman, Marie Fernandez, Vonie 
Hatch, Helen Hughson, ALICE KENITZ, Robert Larkin, Brad McKinney, Connie 
McKinney, Loni Schlothauer, Sam Schlothauer, Nora Mae Vance. 
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Lincoln County—Robert Bailey, Esther Cunningham, Harold Cunningham, Erma 
Grill, Gregg Hoover, Nancy Jones,Pat McEvoy, MARGARET MORTON, John Orcutt, 
Darlene Schick. 

Grand Island—Colleen Babcock, Bob Braun, Faye Conlon, Paul Currier, Kenny 
Dinan, Craig Faanes, Tim Fannin, Louis James, Pauline James, Todd Jensen, Anne 
Kruse, Ron Kruse, Liz Kuta, GARY LINGLE, Connie McCartney, Deb Meyer, Jim 
Meyer, Scott Purdy, Helen Seim, Vern Throop, Drew Tustin, Steve Walker, Diane 
Zwink. 

Lincoln—Irene Alexander, Matt Beisel, Michael Bessert, Ann Bleed, Didi Brogden, 
Douglas Brogden, Cindy Cochran, Carol Crosby, Kevin DeCarmo, Joe Doremus, 
Hans Draayer, Larry Einemann, William Garthright, DARYL GIBLIN, MARGARET 
GIBLIN, Everett Gross, Mildred Gross, Joseph Gubanyi, Carolyn Hall, Nancy Hall, 
Ellen Harrington, Keith Heinrich, Karla Kaufman, Paul Kaufman, Paul Kay, 
Timothy Knott, Thomas Labedz, Rosalind Morris, Kevin Poague, Gary Purdy, John 
Purdy, Kenneth Reitan, Richard Rhodes, Roger Riss, Hazel Scheiber, Donald 
Showen, Ellen Stepleton, Alyce Studnicka, James Studnicka, Clare Sward, Frances 
Taylor, Joyce Vanier, Lyle Vanier, Angela Williams, Donald Williams, Gertrude 
Wood. 

Omaha—Betty Allen, Elliott Bedows, Russ Benedict, John Brenneman, Amy 
Galperin, ALAN GRENON, Betty Grenon, Essie Grill, Sam Grill, Dennis Hopp, 
JoEllen Hopp, Robert Hopp, Steven Hopp, Clem Klaphake, Damon Klaphake, Jim 
Kovanda, Sandra Kovanda, Babs Padelford, Loren Padelford, Chris Rasmussen, Ross 
Silcock, Bob Starr, Jerry Toll, Rick Wright. 

Tristate—ROSS SILCOCK. Other participants not listed. 


TABLE 1. COUNT COVERAGE AND WEATHER CONDITIONS. 



Scottsbluff 

Lincoln 

County 

Grand 

Island 

Lincoln 

Omaha 

Tristate 

Date 

Dec. 15 

Dec. 15 

Dec. 15 

Dec. 16 

Dec. 29 

Dec. 23 

Start Time (am) 

7:40 

8:00 

7:30 

4:05 



End time (pm) 

4:10 

3:00 

6:00 

5:45 



Miles by Vehicle 

186 


505 

508 

446 

316 

Miles on Foot 

4.5 


10 

85 

18 

7 

Miles Owling 

0 


4.5 

51.5 

11.5 

0.5 

Hours by Vehicle 

17.75 


33 

33.5 

61.5 

26.5 

Hours on Foot 

3.75 


9 

104.25 

total 

total 

Hours Owling 

0 


2 

6.5 

2.5 

0.5 

Hours at Feeders 

6 



8 

21 

5.5 

Maximum Temp. (°F) 

43 

45 

40 

38 

-5 

10 

Minimum Temp. (°F) 

28 

26 

30 

19 

-9 

-10 

Wind Direction 

W-NW; 
NE (pm) 


NW 

SW 

NW 

S 

Wind Speed (mph) 

7-8; 

10-12 

5-15 

5-15 

0-10 

18-24 

0-5 

AM Weather 

clear 

clear 

cloudy 

to 

partly 

cloudy 

cloudy, 

snow 

clear 

PM Weather 

partly 

cloudy 

clear 

clear 

cloudy, 
light rain 
and sleet 

cloudy, 

snow 

clear 

Snow Cover 

0 

gone by pm 

0 

0 

4 

0-1 
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Scottsbluff 

Lincoln 

County 

Grand 

Island 

Lincoln 

Omaha 

Tristate 

Still Water 

pt. open 


open 

Open 



Moving Water 

open 


open 

open 



# of Field Observers 

13 

10 

23 

46 

24 

6 

Number of Parties 

1-4 


8 

16-20 

9 

3 

# of Feeder Watchers 

3 



8 

5 

1 


TABLE 2. BIRDS NOT IDENTIFIED TO SPECIES. Those listed in bold were the only 
birds of that type identified on the count. 

Bird Location and Number 

Buteo sp. Scottsbluff—3; Lincoln—11 

Hawk sp. Lincoln—1 

Gull sp. Lincoln—16 (high) 

Owl sp. Lincoln—4 

Meadowlark sp. Lincoln—130; Omaha—28; Tristate—17 

Blackbird sp. Lincoln—2 


TABLE 3. COUNT RESULTS. All count centers and coverage areas are the same as 
reported last year. Further details can be found in NBR 58: 3-12. 


-*- 

Scotts¬ 

bluff 

Lincoln 

County 

Grand 

Island 

Lincoln 

Omaha 

T ristate 

Double-crested Cormorant 




2(h) 



Great Blue Heron 

2 



3(h) 


1 

Gr. White-fronted Goose 



155(h) 




Snow Goose 



13(h) 

1101 (h) 


200 

Canada Goose 

11,902 (h) 

5807 

20,449 (h) 

882 (h) 

45 


Wood Duck 



2 




Green-winged Teal 



105 (h) 

30 (h) 

3(IA) 


American Black Duck 





2(IA) 


Mallard 

2342 

395 

9682 

584 (h) 

760 

6 

Northern Pintail 

6 


1 




Northern Shoveler 

12(h) 






Gadwall 

14(h) 


5(h) 




American Wigeon 

51 


18 

4 

1 (lA) 


Redhead 

W 






Lesser Scaup 




2 



Common Goldeneye 

22 


7(h) 

14 

130 

1 

Bufflehead 



1(h) 

1 



Common Merganser 



1 

1369 (h) 

88 

1 

Turkey Vulture 



1(h) 




Bald Eagle 

7 

8 

21 (h) 

1 

42 

5 

aduCt 

4 


11 

1 



immature 

3 


10 




undesifjnated 


8 



42 

5 

Northern Harrier 

2 

1 

8 

10 



Sharp-shinned Hawk 

1 


2 

8 


1 
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Scottsbluff 

Lincoln 

County 

Grand 

Island 

Lincoln 

Omaha 

Tristate 

Cooper’s Hawk 



1 

W 

1 (lA) 


Red-tailed Hawk 


20 

47 (h) 

77 

40 

48 

Ferruginous Hawk 



1 




Rough-legged Hawk 

1 

6 

5 

6 

3 

1 

Golden Eagle 

3 






American Kestrel 

10 

22 

39 (h) 

28 

7 

13 

Merlin 


1 

1 

1 


1 

Peregrine Falcon 



1 

W 



Prairie Falcon 



4(h) 


1 (h) 

1 

Ring-necked Pheasant 

2 


50 

86(h) 

5 

21 

Wild Turkey 

14 

32 

20 


20 

16 

Northern Bobwhite 



76 

1 

1 

5 

Sandhill Crane 



5000 (h) 




American Coot 



2 

W 



Killdeer 




2 



Common Snipe 

2 


3 




Bonaparte’s Gull 




W 



Ring-billed Gull 


25 


232 (h) 



Herring Gull 


1 


31 (h) 



Rock Dove 

244 (h) 

17 

161 

579 

7 

67 

Mourning Dove 


2 

1 

156 

5 

40 

Eastern Screech-Owl 



2 

15 

2 

5 

Great Horned Owl 

2 

1 

10 

30 

1 

8 

Barred Owl 




4 

1 

2 

Long-eared Owl 




13 



Short-eared Owl 



3 




Northern Saw-whet Owl 




1 



Belted Kingfisher 

3 


5 

10 

W 

1 

Red-headed Woodpecker 


1 


7 

22 

6 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 



7 

41 

32 

36 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 




2 

3 

1 

Downy Woodpecker 

7 

7 

16 

77 

87 

42 

Hairy Woodpecker 


2 

5 

18 

17 

6 

Northern Flicker 

36 

14 

56 

50 

38 

62 

yeCCoiv-sHafted 

1 



23 



red-sAafted 

13 



1 



yeCCow ^ red 

1 






undesiynated 

21 

14 

56 

26 

38 

62 

Horned Lark 

10 

7 

30 

3 

420 

2257 

Blue Jay 

41 (h) 

12 

25 

487 

95 

151 

Black-billed Magpie 

35 

16 

3 

1(h) 



American Crow 

67 

175 

2767 (h) 

505 

197 

67 

Black-capped Chickadee 

75 (h) 

25 

156 

372 

238 

184 

Tufted Titmouse 





26 

15 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

4 



3 



White-breasted Nuthatch 

2 


14 

93 

35 

31 

Brown Creeper 

1 

5 

5 

19 

7 

5 
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Scottsbluff 

Lincoln 

County 

Grand 

Island 

Lincoln 

Omaha 

Tristate 

Carolina Wren 




1 

2 

3 

Winter Wren 





1 


Golden-crowned Kinglet 

5(h) 


13 

27 

4 

6 

Eastern Bluebird 


58 

6 

2 

2 

25 

Mountain Bluebird 


15 





Townsend’s Solitaire 

5 


1 

1(h) 



Hermit Thrush 






1 

American Robin 

66 

271 

718 (h) 

129 

325 

227 

Brown Thrasher 




2 



Cedar Waxwing 

1 

5 

32 

113 

147 

41 

Northern Shrike 

1 

6 

2 

2 


1 

Loggerhead Shrike 



3(h) 

1 


2 

European Starling 

1805 

7299 

8442 (h) 

2666 

310 

250 

Northern Cardinal 


5 

13 

206 

171 

182 

Rufous-sided Towhee 



1 

3 


2 

American Tree Sparrow 

11 

21 

340 

741 

266 

535 

Song Sparrow 

1 


3 

45 (h) 

9 

17 

Swamp Sparrow 





W 


White-throated Sparrow 




34 (h) 

1 


White-crowned Sparrow 

9 


1 

10 



Harris’ Sparrow 



28 

432 (h) 

59 

53 

Dark-eyed Junco 

43 

74 

299 

1328 

512 

970 

SCate-coCored 

1 



163 



Oregon 

undesignated 

42 

74 

239 

9 

1156 (h) 

512 

970 

Lapland Longspur 



77 (h) 


55 (lA) 

575 

Snow Bunting 






1 

Red-winged Blackbird 

5585 (h) 

1700 

350 (h) 

259 


1 

Eastern Meadowlark 




2 



Western Meadowlark 


1 

57 

3 

2 

11 

Yellow-headed Blackbird 


1 





Rusty Blackbird 



156(h) 

1 



Great-tailed Grackle 




W 



Common Grackle 

45 (h) 


3 

50 


1 

Brown-headed Cowbird 



3(h) 




Pine Grosbeak 



1(h) 




Purple Finch 



1 

11 

9 


House Finch 

127 

30 

74 (h) 

51(h) 

1 


Red Crossbill 



3(h) 

1 



Pine Siskin 

16 


11 

7 



American Goldfinch 

41 

208 

47 

370 

243 

66 

House Sparrow 

429 

1731 

790 

4003 

1390 

1420 

Total Number of Species 

46 

40 

75 

74 

46 

56 

Number Species During Week 

2 

0 

0 

5 

2 

0 

Total Number of Birds 

23,113 

16,462 

50.459 

17,628 

23,113 

7706 
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Fall 1990 Occurrence Report 

During the period from 1 July to 31 December 1990, 284 species were recorded in the 
state. This compares with 291 species in the second half of 1989, 282 species in 1988, 
296 in 1987, and 293 in 1986. The map below gives a representation of the frequency 
of reports within the state: 




LEGEND 

Occurrence and Christmas Count Reports Received 

Occurrence Reports Received 

Christmas Count Report Received 

Field Trip Reports Received 

Miscellaneous Sighting Reports Received 


The report which follows gives information on reporting counties in a rough west- 
to-east order. Counties of similar longitude are dealt with in a north-to-south 
fashion with some consideration for keeping counties along river valleys together. 
Those counties whose data is found within the occurrence tables are denoted in 
capital letters. One change to note: species recorded by observers as NR (not 
observed during count period but birds which observer is sure were present) are 
listed in the courity-by-county report rather than the occurrence tables. 

Corrections to the 1989 Spring Occurrence Report : in Lancaster County, the 
dates for Franklin's Gull should be March 22 to April 2 (NBR 58:69), and those for 
Great Crested Flycatcher should read May 9 to June 8 (58:71). 
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COUNTY-BY-COUNTY REPORT 


SIOUX COUNTY—133 species. Reporters: David and Helen Hughson. Observers: 
Vonie Hatch and Stephen Kerr. 

Helen Hughson reports: Townsend's Warbler is seen occasionally at their 
ranch. The bird observed this fall was feeding on the insects it found on the leaves 
of their box elder tree. Helen was able to watch the bird for 10 minutes. The 
MacGillivray's Warbler was observed on their lower fence wire and kept hoping 
back and forth in the weeds. She has seen all three of the grey-headed warblers 
[Oporornis] in the area^ and did note the broken eyering on this bird. The Broad¬ 
tailed Hummingbird, a male, was identified using the metallic wing sound that it 
made in flight. This bird fed on her hanging geranium plant on the front porch. 
Hughson spent about an hour watching it from a lawn chair on the porch, and at 
one point the bird came within 6 inches of her face. She suspects that it must have 
seen the geranium reflection in her glasses. 

Two other birds which were firsts for the Hughsons' ranch were the Great 
Crested Flycatcher and the Eastern Phoebe. The Flycatcher sat on a wire over their 
garden and was viewed for an entire morning while Helen Hughson worked in the 
yard. The Phoebe she at first thought was a late Pewee, but the bird looked odd. 
Closer observation with field guide and binoculars in hand revealed that the bird 
was an Eastern Phoebe, and she then watched it on and off for the rest of the day. 

Kerr's report on the Swainson's Hawk migration (see page 34), including the 
sighting of three accipiters during this incident, has been added to the report 
submitted by the Hughsons. 

SCOTTS BLUFF COUNTY—133 species. Reporter: Alice Kenitz. Observers: Felix 
Koenig, Lucy Koenig, Nora Mae Vance, and Christmas Count participants. 

The Barrow's Goldeneye was sighted at the Gering sewage lagoons; it was a 
life bird for Alice Kenitz, and she has submitted a report on it to the NOURC. Nora 
Mae Vance saw 4 Whooping Cranes in a flock of Sandhill Cranes near Lake 
Minatare on October 21; this sighting was not reported to Game and Parks or 
USF&W, so it is not included in the Whooping Crane Report found later in this 
issue. The Sanderlings and Stilt Sandpipers were reported by personnel of the 
North Platte NWR. Kenitz also notes that she doe not recall having American 
White Pelicans in the area for the entire summer previous to 1990. Species listed as 
NR : Northern Bobwhite, Eastern Screech-Owl, Burrowing Owl. 

DAWES COUNTY—62 species. Reporter: Jim Minyard. Observer: Hope Minyard. 

Future documentation on the summer occurrences of American Tree 
Sparrows has been requested. Johnsgard (1982) lists this species as a migrant and 
winter visitor with dates of occurrence between October and May, and summer 
records would be outstanding. 

Cherry County—89 species. A list of species recorded by members during the 
NOU Fall Field Days, 7 to 9 September 1990, can be found in NBR 58:97-98 by 
following the V and C columns within the accompanying table. The only additional 
sighting received was of Whooping Crane (see page 32). 
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Thomas County—89 species. A list of species recorded by members during the 
NOU Fall Field Days, 7 to 9 September 1990, can be found in NBR 58:97-98 by 
following the T and F columns within the accompanying table. An appeal for 
further information on the Northern Shrike was made in the NOU Newsletter and 
is repeated here; conservatively counting this as a Shrike sp. does not change the 
number recorded as the only other shrike mentioned was also a Shrike sp. An 
Empidonax sp. was also recorded. 

Keith County—Whooping Crane was the only species recorded (see page 32). 

LINCOLN COUNTY—126 species. Reporters: Margaret Morton and Mrs. Howard 
Wyman. Observers: Mr. and Mrs. Harold Cunningham, members of the Tout Bird 
Club of North Platte, and Christmas Count participants. 

Both Mrs. Wyman and Morton reported that the sparrow population in 
Lincoln County was significantly lower during the entirety of this period. Species 
listed as NR : Chipping Sparrow (Further communication on sparrow occurrence 
this summer led to designation). 

Frontier County—Whooping Crane was the only species recorded (see page 32). 

Brown County—28 species. A list of species recorded by members during the NOU 
Fall Field Days, 7 to 9 September 1990, can be found in NBR 58:97-98 by following the 
B column within the accompanying table. 

Rock County—21 species. Reporters: Jim Ducey and Jerry Schoenenberger. 

An article by Ducey and Schoenenberger, containing data on sightings around Pony 
Lake, has been accepted for publication in the June NBR. A complete listing of dates 
and species will be given there. The number given above is a conservative estimate 
using the dates provided and noting species recorded as "permanent"; this includes 
the following species (some species may be added later): American White Pelican, 
Cattle Egret, Canada Goose, Bald Eagle, Red-tailed Hawk, American Kestrel, Ring¬ 
necked Pheasant, Greater Prairie-Chicken, Sharp-tailed Grouse, Wild Turkey, Great 
Horned Owl, Common Nighthawk, Blue Jay, American Crow, Black-capped 
Chickadee, American Robin, Loggerhead Shrike, Common Yellowthroat, Northern 
Oriole, American Goldfinch, House Sparrow. 

The Trumpeter Swans reported in NBR 58:106 were probably in this county at 
times, though no direct mention of this was made (they are not included in the total 
above). 

Loup County—On 16 September 1990 Loren Blake found one White-faced Ibis and 
about 100 Sanderlings at Calamus Dam near Burwell. 

PHELPS COUNTY—114 species. Reporter: Robin Harding. Observer: Lanny 
Randolph. 

This report is mostly made up of sightings from Funk Marsh, but also 
includes sightings from the Sacramento Game Management Area. Species Listed as 
NR : Western Grebe, American Bittern, Green-backed Heron, Common Goldeneye, 
Bufflehead, Turkey Vulture, Bald Eagle, Merlin, Peregrine Falcon, Solitary 
Sandpiper, Spotted. Sandpiper, Stilt Sandpiper, Forster's Tern, Rock Dove, Barn Owl, 






No. 1 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


11 


Short-eared Owl, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, 
Purple Martin, Red-breasted Nuthatch, White-breasted Nuthatch, Golden-crowned 
Kinglet, Eastern Bluebird, Gray Catbird, Cedar Waxwing, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, 
Chipping Sparrow, Clay-colored Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, Lapland Longspur. 

BUFFALO AND KEARNEY COUNTIES—97 species. Reporter: Robin Harding. 
Observer: Lanny Randolph and US F &W (Whooping Crane). 

These two counties are combined because much of Harding and Randolph's 
birding was done along the Platte River, which is the county border. Along the 
river, bird sightings were recorded at Fort Kearny State Park, Bassway Strip, 
Audubon's Rowe Sanctuary, and the sandpits behind Grandpa's Steakhouse. Away 
from the river, sightings were recorded at the reporter's home (northeast of 
Kearney), the Kearney City Cemetery, the Kearney State College campus, Kearney 
Lake, along back roads in Kearney County, and at a marsh two miles east of Funk 
Marsh. Also includes data from Whooping Crane Report. Species Listed as NR : 
Double-crested Cormorant, Turkey Vulture, Swainson's Hawk, Wild Turkey, 
Franklin's Gull, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Purple Martin. 

Hall County—76 species. The only reports from Hall County have been the 
Christmas Count and the Whooping Crane (see page 32). The Pine Grosbeak noted 
on the Christmas Count was the only one recorded in the state during the period, 
and further information has been requested. 

HOLT COUNTY—147 species. Reporter: Loren Blake. Observers: Clyde Blake and 
Jim Boettcher. 

Blake notes that this report covers only southern Holt County. He is not as 
familiar with birds which would be expected in the northern half. See page for 
several spring dates for this region. A photograph of the Sprague's Pipit has been 
provided by Blake for future publication. Species Listed as NR : Horned Grebe, 

Eared Grebe, American Bittern, Black-crowned Night-heron, Greater White-fronted 
Goose, Snow Goose, Turkey Vulture, Merlin, Peregrine Falcon, Virginia Rail, Black- 
bellied Plover, Piping Plover, American Avocet, Greater Yellowlegs, Willet, Long¬ 
billed Curlew, Marbled GodwiL Red-necked Phalarope, Bonaparte's Gull, Black¬ 
billed Cuckoo, Olive-sided Flycatcher, Say's Phoebe, Great Crested Flycatcher, Tree 
Swallow, Brown Creeper, Swainson's Thrush, Wood Thrush, Nashville Warbler, 
American Redstart, Ovenbird, Northern Waterthrush, Yellow-breasted Chat, 
Northern Cardinal, Lazuli Bunting, Indigo Bunting, Field Sparrow, Common 
Redpoll (in some years). 

KNOX COUNTY—144 species. Reporter: Mark A. Brogie. Observers: Ellen L. 
Brogie and Ed M. Brogie. 

Clay County—Craig Faanes' sighting of 15 White-faced Ibis at Harvard Marsh was 
reported in the NOU Newsletter. 
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POLK COUNTY—94 species. Reporter: Norris Alfred. Observers: Lee Morris and 
Swede Lind. 

This report was compiled by R. G. Cortelyou, who is in correspondence with 
the reporter. Species Listed as NR : Wild Turkey (note: this species was not seen 
during Fall 1990, but a flock of 119 birds was seen on 1 January 1991). 

CUMING COUNTY—61 species. Reporter: Larry Einemann. 

Einemann took two trips to West Point and areas south and southeast of'that town. 
One trip was made on 4 and 5 August (designation in table: Au 4), and the other on 
3 and 4 November (designation: No 3). He reports the following nesting activity 
from the August trip: 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo—nest with 3 eggs in a pine on a farm SE of W. Point; 

Mourning Dove—a nest with 2 eggs in same windbreak as cuckoo nest; 

Eastern Bluebird—one box with several young on a farm SE of West Point; 

Dickcissel—3 downy young in an uncut, wet prairie. 

Seward County—In a widely noted report, Joe Gubanyi spotted a Broad-tailed 
Hummingbird at his feeder on 18 October 1990 in Seward. Further notes on this 
sighting have been requested. 

Saline County—The only report was the 8 American Kestrels sighted by John 
Nygren, noted in The NOU Newsletter. 

SAUNDERS COUNTY—101 species. Reporters: Fr. Thomas Hoffman and Larry 
Einemann. 

Fr. Hoffman reports: The territory covered in Saunders Co. is the same as 
always, in the northwest corner, an area of about 2 square miles centered on a sand 
and gravel operation. I thought the dry conditions of this fall limited cedar berry 
and hackberry production greatly and cut into numbers and species considerably. 
Einemann's coverage of this county consisted of two trips to the new Czechland 
Lake just northwest of Prague, one on 4 August, the other on 19 September. 

LANCASTER COUNTY—174 species. Reporters: Larry Einemann, Thomas 
Labedz, Mabel Ott, and Babs and Loren Padelford. Observers: Doug Fritz, Joe 
Gubanyi, and Norma Johnson-Mueller. 

The Mississippi Kite is a subject within the Notes section (see page 34). The 
White-winged Scoter sighted by Norma Johnson-Mueller was reported in the NOU 
Newsletter, further documentation has been requested. The Scissor-tailed 
Flycatchers, one adult male and one bird with a shorter tail, were reported by NGPC 
personnel John Sweet and Margo Ems, via Jon Dinan, to Tom Labedz. Ott's records, 
which included the only mention of Hermit Thrush in the entire table, are from her 
banding records. According to Daryl Giblin's Christmas Count report, the Peregrine 
Falcon has been living in Lincoln for about 15 months; however, no other reporter 
recorded the bird's presence beyond the nebulous date of "during the Christmas 
Count week." Given Giblin's note, "Jl" was recorded as an initial date. 

DAKOTA COUNTY—104 species. Reporter: Bill Huser. 

Huser notes that his time in the field during the fall was reduced, so this 
report should be examined in light of this. The highlight of the period was the 
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Snowy Egret sighting; 2 Snowys were seen in the company of up to 13 Great Egrets 
and were present for about a month. 

Washington County—10 species. News from this oft-visited county was rare this 
fall. R.C. Hoover of Pullman, Washington, visited DeSoto NWR on November 23 
and observed Snow Geese and Bald Eagles. Hoover also reported ducks and gulls, 
but he is not a birder and was not positive on what kinds of birds he saw beyond this 
sketch. The Gull sp., however, is the only one recorded in the county this fall and is 
included above. This represents the only report 1 received to which a definite date 
can be affixed. 

R.C. Korpi and Ruth Green did visit the Interpretative Center after a Snow 
Goose count one day during November. Korpi reported the following list, which he 
admits is not complete: Snow Goose, Greater White-fronted Goose, Canada Goose, 
Bufflehead, Mallard, Green-winged Teal, and Bald Eagle. 

The Tundra Swan (only one noted this fall) and Sandhill Crane were reported 
in Ruth Green's "Notes from Nature" column in the Audubon Society of Omaha 
newsletter. Both birds apparently visited DeSoto NWR in late November. No 
identifying details or names of observers were given in the column including these 
reports. Documentation on either bird, or any other observations from DeSoto 
NWR or Washington County, would be appreciated. 

DOUGLAS AND SARPY COUNTIES—205 species. Reporters: Tanya E. Bray, R.G. 
Cortelyou, Kathleen Crawford-Rose, Ruth C. Green, Alan G. Grenon, Clyde E. 
Johnson, and Babs and Loren Padelford. Observers: Russ Benedict, Carr Heaney, 
Dawn Holt, Emma Johnson, Raymond C. Korpi, Raymond T. Korpi, Lorraine 
Lienemann, Gail Roebuck, B.J. Rose, Robert Rose, Alice Rushton, Del Stites, and 
lone Werthman. 

Several sightings were gleaned from Green's "Notes from Nature" column. 
One sighting for which further documentation is desired by the NBR and NOURC is 
the Henslow's Sparrows found by Carr Heaney on October 13 and 20. Efforts by 
Green and R.C. Korpi to locate these birds later was unsuccessful. The sparrows 
were found at Cunningham Lake, Douglas County, and Heaney reported seeing 
them there in 1987 through 1989. This species' status in Nebraska is one of much 
debate, and documentation of any Henslow's Sparrow in the state is highly desired 
by the NOURC. 

Other sightings and dates gleaned from Green's column are as follows: 

Snowy Owl (Holt), Golden Eagle (Lienemann), first occurrence of Red-breasted 
Nuthatch (Roebuck). The Connecticut and Kentucky Warblers reported by Green 
were both banded, the Connecticut in her backyard and the Kentucky in Fontenelle 
Forest. Green also notes these other banding records: 76 Nashville Warblers, 18 
House Finches, and the reported Wood Thrush. 

The November 4 Black-legged Kittiwake at Carter Lake, Douglas County, was 
reported by several people as was the Pacific Loon on November 10. The Golden¬ 
winged Warbler—a hatching-year bird, probably male—was seen by R.T. Korpi in 
Fontenelle Forest. 2 Purple Finches and a Carolina Wren were coming to the 
feeders of Del Stites, who lives adjacent to the eastern border of Schramm State Park. 
R.G. Cortelyou notes that the last Burrowing Owl report in Douglas County, 
occurring in 1979, happened during a meeting of the Wilson Ornithological Society 
and therefore caused much more of a stir than Russ Benedict's September 25 
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sighting of a Burrowing Owl, a bird which was temporarily trapped in a South 
Omaha auto garage. 

CASS COUNTY—136 species. Reporters: Gertrude Wood. Observers: Kevin 
DeGarmo and Donald Wood. 

Gertrude Wood notes: the House Finches nested in our yard; there were four 
young. They all left by December 3 and have not been seen since this date. The only 
designation with Whip-poor-will was "S"; dates will be reported in a later issue. 

Otoe County—31 species. Larry Einemann reports the following species on a field 
trip to Nebraska City on 15 and 16 September: Double-crested Cormorant, Red-tailed 
Hawk, Mourning Dove, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Chimney Swift, Belted Kingfisher, 
Red-headed Woodpecker, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy 
Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Eastern Wood-Pewee, Northern Rough-winged 
Swallow, Barn Swallow, Blue Jay, American Crow, Black-capped Chickadee, Tufted 
Titmouse, White-breasted Nuthatch, House Wren, Eastern Bluebird, American 
Robin, Cedar Waxwing, European Starling, Solitary Vireo, Orange-crowned 
Warbler, Nashville Warbler, Cardinal, Chipping Sparrow, American Goldfinch, 
House Sparrow. 

Some of the Tristate Christmas Count birds could have been from Otoe 
County, but no differentiation of Nebraska species was made in data provided. 
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TABLE 1. County-by county listing of those birds identified to genus only. 
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Accipiter sp. 
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Yellowlegs sp. 




Au 11 




Dowiccher sp. 

Au 20 

Au 22 

Au 4 
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Ot 14 

Ot 25 

Cuckoo sp. 




Au 11 




Shrike sp. 


Au 18 
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Meadowlark sp. 


Au 4 

No 17 

Ot 5 
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Ot 7 

Dm 7 

No 3 

J1 1 

Dm 30 

J1 2 

Dm 31 


Those is denoted in bold here were the only members of that group seen in that 
particular county during the count period. Therefore, they are included in the 
species totals previously presented. Not all counties are represented. 

























Sioux 

Scotts 

Bluff 

Dawes 

Lincoln 

Phelps 

Buffalo 

Holt 

Knox 

Polk 

Cuming 

Saunders 

Lancaster 

Dakota 

Sarpy 

Cass 

Pacific Loon 














No 10 


Common Loon 


J1 6 

Ot 31 










Au 4 

No 10 


No 4 

No 17 


Pied-billed 

Grebe 

S 

Sp 

J1 6 

No 13 


Sp 2 

Ot 13 

Au 21 
Ot 3 

Sp 20 
No 23 

S 

Ot 12 

Jl 16 
Ot 21 

Sp 30 


Sp 19 
No 24 

Sp 19 
No 12 

Au 17 
No 4 

Au 6 
No 4 

Ot 20 

Horned Grebe 












Ot 18 
No 11 




Eared Grebe 


J1 19 
Ot 31 


Sp 1 

Sp 15 

Sp 26 
Ot 3 











Western Grebe 

Sp 28 

Jl 6 

No 13 





Sp 29 





No 12 




American White 
Pelican 


Jl 12 

Ot 31 


Jl 31 

Sp 20 

Au 4 

Ot 28 

Sp 28 

S 

Ot 9 

Ot 5 

Ot 21 




Jl 29 

No 1 

Au 16 

Sp 10 

Sp 8 

No 24 

Ot 20 

Double-crested 

Cormorant 

Sp 10 

Jl 20 
Ot 31 


Jl 1 

Ot 27 

Au 18 
Ot 5 


S 

No 15 

Au 25 
Ot 21 

Sp 9 


Jl 13 

No 23 

Jl 14 

Dm 16 


Sp 1 
No 17 

Sp 11 

American Bittern 




Au 15 
Au 22 










Au 18 


Least Bittern 








Au 19 





Sp 3 



Great Blue 

Heron 

Ot 1 

Jl 1 
Dm 15 

Jl 6 

Jl 20 

Jl 1 

Dm 15 

Au 4 

Ot 5 

Sp 5 
Dm 31 

S 

Ot 20 

Jl 16 
Dm 16 

Jl 7 

Dm 7 

Au 4 

Jl 14 

W 

Jl 1 

Dm 16 

S 

No 17 

Jl 11 
No 24 

Jl 20 
No 14 

Great Egret 





Au 18 

Ot 5 

Sp 21 






Jl 30 

Sp 9 

Au 2 

Sp 10 

Jl 23 

Ot 5 

Sp 20 

Snowy Egret 





Au 22 

Ot 5 







Au 11 

Au 10 

Sp 10 


Sp 21 

Little Blue Heron 











Au 4 

Jl 29 

Au 19 


Jl 31 

Ot 8 


Cattle Egret 




Jl 15 





Au 11 






Sp 14 

Green-backed 

Heron 




Au 20 
Sp 2 


Au 30 
Sp 5 


Au 19 
Sp 1 

Jl 7 

Au 11 


S 

Sp 9 

S 

Sp 7 

S 

Sp 10 

Jl 7 

Sp 24 

Jl 14 

Sp 12 

Black-crowned 
Night Heron 




Au 5 
Au 28 

Au 19 
Ot 5 



Au 19 
Au 25 

Sp 9 




Sp 7 

Jl 27 


Yellow-crowned 
Night Heron 





Sp 28 











White-faced Ibis 





Au 22 

Au 24 











Trumpeter Swan 







Sp 2 









Greater White- 

fronted Goose 





Sp 23 

Ot 17 

No 23 

Dm 15 


Ot 21 




Ot 18 

No 1 





Key: P—permanent resident; (p)—probably permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—winter resident; J1—^July; 
Au—^August; Sp—September; Ot—October; No—November; Dm—December; Dm X—seen in Xmas Count Week. 
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Cuming 
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Dakota 

Douglas 

Sarpy 

Cass 


No n 
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|jH 

B 



No 1 
Dm 16 


Or 6 
Dm 17 

Ot 9 
Dm 28 

Canada Goose 

P 

J1 1 
Dm 31 


JI 1 
Dm 31 

Au 26 
Dm 16 

No 23 
Dm 31 

HM 





P 


mm 


Wood Duck 


J1 6 

Or 31 


Jl 1 

Ot 27 

Au 25 
Sp 29 

Sp 20 
Sp 21 

s 

Ot 26 

Jl 16 
Ot 21 

Ot7 

Ot28 

Au 4 

s 

Sp 15 


S 

Au 17 







Sp 22 

Sp 3 

Ot 20 

Sp 21 

Ot 9 
Ot 22 

Ot 5 
No 11 










J1 6 

Ot 31 


Sp 20 
Ot 13 

Au 4 
Ot 20 

Sp 20 
Sp 21 

s 

Sp 29 

Au 19 
Ot 21 

Au 11 
Ot28 


Sp 1 

Sp 19 
Ot 13 

Au 15 
Au 26 

Au 20 
No 6 

Ot 25 
No 1 

Cinnamon Teal 

S 

Sp 10 

Sp 29 














Mallard 

p 



Ji 1 

Dm 31 

Au 22 
No 3 

Sp 21 
Dm 31 

S 

No 29 

Au 19 
No 11 

Au 11 
Dm 7 


P 

P 

Jl 18 
Dm 29 

Jl 5 
Dm 29 

Ot 25 
Dm 28 





Ot 20 
No 15 

Au 25 
Ot 20 

Sp 20 
Sp 21 

S 

Ot 31 

Or 21 

Sp9 

Ot28 


No 23 

Ot 13 
Ot 27 

Dm 29 


Ot 25 

Northern 

Shoveler 

la 



Ot 13 
Dm 2 

Au 25 
Ot 20 

Sp 20 
Sp 21 

S 

No 11 

No 11 






Ot 20 
Dm 2 


Gadwall 

s 

Sp 10 

Sp 3 
Dm 15 



Au 25 
Ot 20 

Sp 20 
Sp 21 

S 

Ot 31 

Ot 5 
No 11 



Dm 15 

Ot 9 
No 11 

Ot 21 
Dm 29 

Ot 20 
No 4 



s 

No 10 

Sp 3 
Dm 15 


Ot 30 
Dm 15 












Canvasback 


J1 19 
No 13 














P.cdhead 


J1 6 
Dm 14 





Ot 14 
No 5 

O: 20 
Ot 21 






No 4 

Ot 29 






HH 


■tSH 

Oc 3 
Ot 21 

Au 4 



Ot 14 

No 4 

Ot 20 
No 7 

No 21 
















■■■ 

Lesser Scaup 



n 









Dm 16 

Ot 21 















Ot 17 







1^1 









Dm 16 

Dm 29 
W 

No 4 
Dm 29 

No 25 

Barrow’s 

Goldeneye 






H 

IB 



_ 






Bufflehead 












Ot 27 
Dm 16 




Hooded 

Merganser 


Ot 31 
Dm 11 





No 21 




No 3 

Ot 22 





Key: P—permanent resident; (p)—probably permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—winter resident; J1—July; 
\u—^AuBust; Sp—^September; Ot—October; No—November; Dm—December; Dm Xr-rSSgn in Xmas Count Week. 
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Sioux 

Scotts 

Bluff 

Dawes 

Lincoln 

Phelps 

Buffalo 

Kearney 

Holt 

Knox 

Polk 

Cuming 

Saunders 

Lancaster 

Dakota 


Cass 

Common 

Merganser 


Jl 6 

Dm 11 


No 10 
Dm 15 



No 15 
No 29 

No 11 
Dm 8 




No 10 
Dm 16 

Dm 29 
W 

No 17 
Dm 29 

No 29 
Dm 30 

Red-breasted 

Merganser 














No 4 

Dm 30 

Ruddy Duck 


Au 8 
No 13 



Au 24 
Sp 22 


Sp 6 





Ot 18 
Ot 27 


No 24 

Ot 29 

Turkey Vulture 

s 

Au 29 

Jl 23 

Sp 29 

Jl 3 

Sp 20 

Jl 1 

Sp 30 




Au 5 
Au 19 

Jl 1 

Au 11 



S 

Ot 3 


Jl 7 

Ot 22 

Jl 1 

Sp 22 

Mississippi Kite 









Au 11 



Sp 7 




Bald Eagle 

Dm 18 
W 

No 13 
Dm 15 

Jl 7 

No 17 

Ot 7 
Dm 31 


No 24 
Dm 31 

No 14 
Dm 28 

Sp 1 
Dm 8 

Dm 7 
W 


Sp 15 
Dm 15 

Dm 16 

Dm 1 
W 

Ot 26 
Dm 29 

Ot 19 
Dm 30 

Northern Harrier 

P 

Sp 1 

Dm 15 


Ot 7 
Dm 15 

Au 4 

Dm 16 

Sp 21 
Dm 8 


Au 25 
Dm 8 

Sp 30 
Ot 7 


Sp 15 
Ot 27 

Au 11 
Dm 31 

Dm 2 

Sp 9 
Ot 22 

P 

Sharp-shinned 

Hawk 


Dm 15 





Ot 9 
W 

Ot 20 
No 24 

Ot 7 

No 3 

Sp 15 
No 18 

Ot 14 
Dm 30 


Sp 5 
Dm X 

Jl 28 
Dm 30 

Cooper’s Hawk 





Ot 13 

No 22 

No 23 


Au 25 

Ot 6 

Au 11 


Ot 6 

Sp 19 

Dm X 


Sp 1 

Ot 23 

Au 29 
Dm 24 

Red-shouldered 

Hawk 














Sp 24 
Ot 21 

No 25 

Broad-winged 

Hawk 














Sp 14 
Ot 18 

Sp 25 

Swainson’s Hawk 

S 

Sp 29 

s 

Jl 14 


Jl 1 

Au 22 

Au 4 

Ot 13 


Jl 16 

Sp 14 

Jl 4 

Sp 16 

Sp 30 





Sp 22 
Ot 4 

Sp 18 

Red-tailed Hawk 

S 

Sp 29 

Au 24 
Sp 29 

Jl 1 

Dm 25 

P 

Au 4 

Dm 16 

Sp8 
Dm 15 

P 

Sp 22 
Dm 9 

P 

Au 4 
No 3 

P 

P 

P 

Jl 1 

Dm 31 

P 

Ferruginous 

Hawk 

S 

Sp 10 



Ot 7 

Ot 21 



Ot 7 








Dm 3 

Rough-legged 

Hawk 

Sp 29 

W 

Dm 15 

w 


No 5 

Dm 15 

No 17 

No 25 

Ot 24 

W 

No 22 

Dm 9 

Dm 7 


No 18 

Dm 16 

Dm 31 

Dm 2 
W 

Ot 7 
Dm 29 

No 25 

Golden Eagle 

P 

Jl 15 

Dm 15 

Jl 21 

No 15 

Sp 25 

Dm 15 



Dm 22 
Dm 30 







Ot 6 


Osprey 


Sp 3 


Ot 15 
No 15 


Sp 8 






Au 4 

Sp 19 

Sp 3 

Sp 8 

Sp 29 

Ot 13 

American Kestrel 

P 

Jl 1 

Dm 15 

Jl 1 

Dm 25 

P 

Au 25 

Dm 16 

Au 29 
Dm 31 

P 

Jl 4 

Dm 8 

Sp 30 

W 

Au 4 

No 3 


P 

P 

Jl 17 

Dm 29 

P 

Merlin 




Dm 15 


Dm 8 


Ot 5 
Dm 3 



Au 19 
Sp 29 

Dm 16 


Ot 22 


Peregrine Falcon 




Ot 27 





Sp 9 



Jl 

Dm X 


Au 25 
Sp 13 



Key: P—permanent resident; (p)—probably permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—winter resident; Jl—^July; 
Au—^August; Sp—September; Ot—October; No—November; Dm—December; Dm X—seen in Xmas Count Week. 
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S 

No 3 

J1 15 

Ot 8 



Sp 15 
No- 17 

Sp 18 

Dm 31 

Ot 4 

No 4 





Ot 25 
Dm 31 


Dm 29 


Gray Partridge 







P 

J14 

No 11 








Ring-necked 
Pheasant 

P 

]1 1 
Dm 15 

Jl 6 

Dm 28 

P 

Au 25 
Ot 28 

Sp 14 

Dm 8 

P 

Jl 4 

Dm 20 

Au 11 
Dm 7 

Au 4 

No 3 

P 

P 

P 

Jl 2 

Dm 31 

P 

Greater Prairie- 
Chicken 




P 



P 









Sharp-tailed 

Grouse 

P 


Sp 20 
Sp 28 

P 



P 









Wild Turkey 

P 

Jl 23 
De 15 

Jl 1 

Dm 20 

P 



P 

De 8 



S 

No 3 


Ot 13 
(P) 

Sp 3 

De 29 

P 

Northern 

Bobwhite 

P 



P 

P 

Au 27 
Ot 27 

P 

Jl 4 

Sp 13 

Jl 7 

Dm 7 

Au 4 

Jl 8 

Au 5 

P 

S-Jl 18 

(P) 

Jl 2 

De 20 

P 

Virginia Rail 





Sp 15 
Sp 30 



Au 19 








Sora 





Sp 19 
Ot 5 



Au 25 

Au 11 




Au 17 

Sp 30 


American Coot 

S 

Sp 10 

Jl 6 

No 13 


Jl 1 

Ot 1 

Au 18 
Ot 28 

Sp 20 
Sp 21 

Sp 14 
Sp 28 

Ot 5 
No 11 

Ot 28 



Ot 9 
No 1 

Sp 3 

Ot 5 
No 30 

Ot 20 

Sandhill Crane 

Oc 8 

Ot 1 

Ot 21 

Sp 26 
Dm 10 

Ot 20 
No 1 

Sp 28 
Ot 28 

Ot 30 
No 16 

Ot 18 
No 15 









Whooping Crane 


Ot 21 




Ot 23 
No 1 










Black-bellied 

Plover 





Sp 22 

Sp 23 







Ot 13 

Ot 20 




Lesser Golden- 
Plover 







Sp 14 






Sp 10 



Semipalmated 

Plover 





Sp 22 

Sp 23 


Au 25 

Sp 6 





Ot 14 

Au 10 

Au 18 

Sp 25 


Piping Plover 















Jl 1 

Au 2 

Killdeer 

S 

Sp 29 

Jl 6 

Ot 4 


Jl 1 

Sp 10 

Au 4 

No 17 

Sp 01 

Ot 21 

S 

Ot 30 

Jl 4 

Ot 20 

Jl 7 

Ot 28 

Au 4 

S 

Ot 6 

S 

Dm 16 

S 

Ot 15 

Jl 2 

No 22 

Jl 1 

No 20 

American Avocet 

S 

Sp 10 

Jl 19 



Sp 16 

Ot 28 











Greater 

Yellowlegs 

Au 18 

Sp 29 


Au 26 

Sp9 

Ot 14 



Ot 5 

Ot 20 


Au 4 

Sp 19 


Jl 16 

Au 26 

Ot 5 

Ot 22 

No 8 


Key; P—permanent resident; (p)—probably permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—winter resident; J1—July; 
Au—^August; Sp—September; Ot—October; No—November; Dm—December; Dm X—seen in Xmas Count Week. 
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Au—August; Sp—September; Ot—October; No—^November; Dm—December; Dm X—seen in Xmas Count Week. 


No. 1 _ The Nebieaska Biid Review 


































Sioux 

Scotts 

Bluff 

Dawes 

Lincoln 

Phelps 

Buffalo 

Kearney 

Holt 

Knox 

Polk 

Cuming 

Saunders 

Lancaster 

Dakota 

Douglas 

Sarpy 

Cass 

Wilson’s 

Phalarope 

Au 17 
Au 20 

Sp 4 



Au. 18 
Sp 22 


Au 25 
Sp 6 








Sp 27 

Sp 29 

Red-necked 

Phalarope 
















Franklin’s Gull 


Jl 6 

Sp 29 



Sp 15 
Ot 20 


Sp 6 

Sp 14 

Ot 5 
Ot 20 




Jl 14 

No 1 

Au 19 

Sp 14 

No 12 

Sp 20 

Bonaparte’s Gull 












Ot 9 
Dm X 


Ot 18 

No 11 


Ring-billed Gull 

S 

Oc 6 

Jl 6 

Dm 14 


Jl 1 

Dm 15 

Sp 15 

No 17 

No 22 

Dm 15 

Sp 14 

Sp 16 

Au 19 

Dm 8 

Ot 28 


Sp 22 

Jl 29 

Dm 16 

Au 12 

Au 19 

Jl 14 

Dm 15 

Sp 21 

Dm 3 

Herring Gull 




Jl 1 

Dm 15 








Dm 16 


No 17 

Dm 15 

No 29 

Black-legged 

Kittiwake 














No 4 


Caspian Tern 








Au 19 




Jl 29 

Ot 9 


Sp 9 


Common Tern 




Sp 5 












Forster’s Tern 






Ot 21 






Jl 28 

Ot 9 

Jl 16 

Jl 18 

Au 20 


Least Tern 





Au 21 




Jl 7 

Ot 28 



Sp 7 

Jl 16 

Au 12 

Jl 19 

Au 18 

Jl 1 

Au 10 

Black Tern 





Au 4 

Au 26 


Sp 6 

Jl 17 

Au 25 

Au 11 



Jl 29 

Au 19 

Jl 16 

Au 15 

Sp 3 


Rock Dove 

P 

Jl 1 

Dm 31 


P 


Ot 21 
Dm 15 

P 

Jl 4 

Dm 9 

P 

No 3 

No 23 

P 

P 

Jl 1 

Dm 31 

P 

Mourning Dove 

S 

Sp 29 

Jl 1 

Dm 27 

Jl 1 

Ot 4 

Jl 1 

Dm 15 

Au 4 

Ot 13 

Au 27 

Sp 21 

S 

No 5 

Jl 4 

No 3 

S 

Ot 7 

Au 4 

S 

Ot 13 

S 

Dm 31 

S 

Ot 11 

Jl 1 

Dm 31 

Jl 1 

No 8 

Black-billed 

Cuckoo 








Jl 4 

Jl 7 



S 

Jl 30 

Au 12 

Jl 2 

Sp 30 

Jl 30 

Yellow-billed 

Cuckoo 







S 

Sp 3 

Jl 4 

Jl 29 

Au 4 

S 

Sp 1 

S 

Au 19 


Jl 1 

Ot 10 

Jl 8 

Barn Owl 

S 

Sp 16 















Eastern Screech- 

Owl 

Dm 20 






P 

Jl 2 

Dm 1 



P 

No 8 

Dm 16 

Sp 15 

(P) 

Jl 13 

Dm 31 

P 

Great Horned 

Owl 

P 

Jl 19 
Dm 25 

Jl 4 

Dm 29 

Au 5 
Dm 30 

Sp 9 

Jl 31 

No 25 

P 

Sp 17 

Dm 11 


No 3 

P 

P 


Au 9 

Dm 31 

P 

Snowy Owl 














Dm 2 


Burrowing Owl 

S 

Sp 9 



Jl 1 

Sp2 










Sp 25 



Key: P—permanent resident; (p)—probably permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—winter resident; Jl—^July; 
Au—^August; Sp—September; Ot—October; No—November; Dm—December; Dm X—seen in Xmas Count Week. 


The Neb:tasl<a Biid _ Vol, 5? 














































Sioux 

Scores 

Bluff 

Dawes 

Lincoln 

Phelps 

Buffalo 

Holt 

Knox 

Polk 

Cuming 

Saunders 

l.anc.iktcr 

Dakota 

Douglas 

Cass 

Barred Owl 












Dm 16 


Jl 2 

Dm 29 

P 

Long-eared Owl 












Dm 16 




Short-eared Owl 

Au 21 






Dm 30 







Dm X 


Northern Saw- 
whet Owl 












Dm 16 




Common 

Nighthawk 

S 

Sp 4 

J1 20 

Sp 15 

Jl 1 

Ot 10 

Jl 1 

Sp 2 

Au 22 

Au 29 
Sp 14 

S 

Sp 4 

Jl 4 




S 

Sp 15 

s 

Ot 2 

Jl 1 

Ot 8 

Jl 1 

Sp 16 

Common 

Poorwill 


Au 2 

Sp 6 






Au 17 








Chuck-will’s- 

widow 














Jl 19 


Whip-poor-will 








Sp 2 






Jl 13 

Au 23 

S 

Chimney Swift 

S 

Sp 9 

Jl 1 

Au 3 


Jl 1 

Sp 10 

Sp 29 

Sp 1 

Sp 8 

S 

Au 28 

J14 

Sp 16 

Jl 1 

Jl 29 

Au 4 

Jl 14 

Au 25 

S 

Ot 10 

S 

Ot 2 

Jl 1 

No 5 

Jl 1 

Ot 6 

White-throated 

Swift 

S 

Sp 9 

J14 

Jl 25 

Jl 1 

Jl 20 













Ruby-throated 

Hummingbird 




Sp 2 







Au 25 

Sp 4 

Sp 9 

Sp 14 

Jl 5 

Sp 21 

Sp 15 

Sp 30 

Broad-tailed 

Hummingbird 

Au 9 
Au 13 















Belted Kingfisher 

S 

Sp 29 

Jl 19 
Dm 31 

Au 5 
Au 14 

P 

Au 18 
Au 22 

Sp 1 

Dm 31 

Au 28 
Sp 29 

Jl 16 

No 11 

Jl 1 

Au 11 


S 

No 18 

S 

Dm 31 


Jl 3 

Dm X 

Jl 1 

No 3 

Red-headed 

Woodpecker 

S 

Sp 9 

Jl 19 

Sp 29 

Jl 1 

Ot 18 

Jl 1 

Dm 15 

Au 4 

Au 25 

Au 27 
Ot 27 

S 

Sp 20 

Jl 4 

Sp 16 

Jl 1 

Au 11 

Au 4 

S 

Sp 22 

s 

Dm 31 


Jl 2 

Dm 31 

Jl 1 

Dm 14 

Red-bellied 

Woodpecker 




Sp 17 
Dm 31 


Ot 18 

Dm 15 

Sp 14 

W 

Sp 1 

Ot 6 


No 3 

P 

P 

S 

Ot 13 

Jl 1 

Dm 31 

p 

Yellow-bellied 

Sapsucker 

Sp 22 











Dm 16 

Ot 13 

Sp 30 

Dm 31 


Downy 

Woodpecker 

P 

Jl 19 

Dm 28 

Jl 3 

Dm 6 

Jl 5 

Dm 31 


Au 30 

Dm 31 

P 

Jl 4 

Dm 23 

P 

Au 4 

No 3 

P 

Jl 1 

Dm 31 

P 

Jl 1 

Dm 31 

p 

Hairy 

Woodpecker 

P 

Jl 24 

No 7 


Ot 20 
Dm 31 


No 10 
Dm 8 

P 

Au 19 
Dm 9 


No 3 

P 

Jl 1 

Dm 31 

P 

Jl 1 

Dm 31 

p 

Northern Flicker 

P 

Jl 1 

Dm 15 

Jl 1 

Sp 7 

P 

Au 4 

Ot 13 

Au 27 

Dm 31 

P 

Jl 4 

Dm 16 

Jl 29 

Dm 7 

Au 4 

No 3 


P 

S-Ot 13 
(p) 

Jl 1 

Dm 31 

p 

Olive-sided 

Flycatcher 














Au 18 

Sp 5 


Western Wood- 

Pewee 

S 

Sp 16 

Jl 15 

Jl 6 

Sp 5 














Key: P—permanent resident; (p)—probably permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—winter resident; J1—^July; 
Au—August; Sp—September; Ot—October; No—November; Dm—December; Dm X—seen in Xmas Count Week. 


1 _ The Hebiaska. Bird Review 














































Sioux 

Scotts 

Bluff 

Dawes 

Lincoln 

Phelps 

Buffalo 

Kearmey 

Holt 

Knox 

Polk 

Cuming 

Saunders 

Lancaster 

Dakota 

Douglas 

Sarpy 

Cass 

Eastern Wood- 
Pewee 








Au 25 
Sp 1 



s 

Sp 1 

Jl 1 

s 

Au 26 

Jl 1 

Ot 3 

Jl 1 

Yellow-bellied 

Flycatcher 















Ot 1 

Acadian 

Flycatcher 














Jl 14 

Jl 21 


Alder Flycatcher 














Au 19 


Willow 

Flycatcher 












Jl 30 




Least Flycatcher 



Jl 10 

Sp 14 

Sp 22 



Jl 25 

Au 12 








Jl 20 

Eastern Phoebe 

Sp 29 

Sp 30 







Au 25 

Jl 7 


S 

Au 18 

S 

Ot 10 


Jl 19 

Ot 13 

Jl 1 

Say’s Phoebe 

S 

Sp 9 

Jl 1 

Jl 22 

Jl 8 

Sp 16 

Jl 1 

Au 20 












Great Crested 
Flycatcher 

Au 22 
Au 24 










S 

Au 5 



Jl 2 

Sp 20 


Western 

Kingbird 

S 

Sp 6 

Jl 1 

Sp 12 

Jl 1 

Sp 8 

Jl 1 

Sp 16 

Au 4 

Au 25 

Au 29 

Sp 1 

S 

Sp 9 

Jl 4 

Sp 1 

Jl 1 

Au 11 



s 

Sp 22 

S 

Au 15 

Jl 1 

Au 26 

Jl 2 

Eastern Kingbird 

S 

Sp 14 

Jll 

Sp4 

Jl 1 

Sp 14 

Jll 

Sp2 

Au 4 

Sp 3 

Au 27 

Sp 14 

S 

Sp 10 

Jl 4 

Sp 1 

Jl 1 

Au 11 

Au 4 

S 

Sp 9 

S 

Sp 7 

S 

Au 26 

Jl 1 

Sp 18 

Jl 1 

Sp 12 

Scissor-tailed 

Flycatcher 












Au 16 




Horned Lark 

P 

Sp 1 
Dm 15 

Jl 3 

Dm 10 

P 

Ot 28 

Dm 31 

P 

Jl 4 

Dm 16 




P 

P 

Jl 9 

Dm 31 

P 

Purple Martin 




Jl 1 

Au 19 



S 

Au 28 

Jl 4 

Au 11 

Jl 1 

Au 11 



S 

Au 13 

S 

Au 12 

Jl 2 

Sp 23 

Jl 1 

Sp 12 

Tree Swallow 





Sp 23 



Au 25 



S 

Jl 15 

S 

Sp 7 


Jl 2 

No 4 

Sp 1 

Violet-green 

‘Swallow 


Jl 26 
Au 2 

Jl 9 

Au 10 


Au 4 











Northern Rough¬ 

winged Swallow 

S 

Sp 16 



Jl 1 

Sp 22 

Au 18 
Sp 23 

Sp 21 

S 

Au 10 


Jl 7 

Au 4 

S 

Jl 8 

Jl 1 

Au 17 

S 

Au 17 

Jl 2 

Ot 12 

Jl 1 

Bank Swallow 




Jl 1 

Au 29 

Au 4 

Sp 15 



Au 28 


Au 4 

S 

Au 5 

Jl 1 

Jl 29 

S 

Au 17 

Jl 1 

Sp 17 

Jl 1 

Cliff Swallow 

S 

Au 29 

Jl 1 

Sp 29 


Jl 1 

Sp 2 

Au 4 

Sp 23 

Sp 20 

Sp 21 

S 

Au 12 

Jl 16 

Au 25 

Jl 29 

Au 11 

Au 4 

S 

Sp 1 

Jl 1 

S 

Au 17 

Jl 2 

Au 9 

Jl 1 

Barn Swallow 

S 

Sp 29 

Jl 1 

Ot 4 

Jl 1 

Au 20 

Jl 1 

Sp 3 

Au 4 

Ot 3 

Au 27 

Sp 21 

S 

Ot 5 

Jl 4 

Sp 16 

Jl 1 

Sp 30 

Au 4 

s 

Sp 22 

S 

Ot 10 

S 

Au 17 

Jl 1 

Ot 11 

Jl 1 

Sp 19 


Key: P—permanent resident; (p)—probably permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—winter resident; Jl—^July; 
Au—^August; Sp—September; Ot—October; No—November; Dm—December; Dm X—seen in Xmas Count Week. 
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Scores 

Bluff 

Dawes 

Lincoln 

Phelps 

Buffalo 

Kearney 

Holt 

Knox 

Polk 

Cuming 

Saunders 

Lancaster 

Dakota 

Douglas 

Sarpy 

Cass 

Blue Jay 

P 

J1 4 

Dm 15 

Jl 1 

Sp 18 

P 

Au 4 

Ot 20 

Au 27 
Dm 31 

P 

Jl 4 

Dm 23 

Jl 7 

W 

Au 4 

No 3 

p 

Jl 1 

Dm 31 

P 

Jl 1 

Dm 31 

P 

Pinyon Jay 

P 

Sp5 
Dm 31 

Jl 10 

Dm 20 













Black-billed 

Magpie 

P 

J11 

Dm 15 


P 


Sp 1 
Dm 15 

No 14 

W 

Sp 22 
De 9 

Au 11 
W 


Sp 22 
No 24 

Ot 5 
Dm 16 




American Crow 

P 

J1 1 

Dm 15 

Jl 1 

Dm 28 

P 

Sp 25 
Dm 16 

Sp 8 
Dm 31 

P 

Au 17 
Dm 23 

Jl 7 

W 

Au 4 

No 3 

P 

P 

P 

Jl 1 

Dm 31 

P 

Black-capped 

Chickadee 

P 

J1 1 

Dm 15 

Jl 1 

Dm 31 

P 

Au 4 

Au 25 

Au 27 
Dm 31 

P 

Jl 4 

Dm 22 

Ot 27 
W 

Au 4 
No 3 

P 

Jl 1 

Dm 31 

P 

Jl 1 

Dm 31 

P 

Tufted Titmouse 














Jl 1 

Dm 31 

P 

Red-breasted 

Nuthatch 

Sp 14 
W 

Sp 29 
Dm 15 

Jl 1 
Dm 15 

No 6 
Dm 30 


Dm 15 


Dm 1 
Dm 22 




Ot 9 
Dm 16 


Ot 16 
Dm 9 


White-breasted 

Nuthatch 

P 

Sp 29 

Dm 15 

Jl 1 

Dm 30 

Ot 15 
Dm 31 


Au 27 
Dm 15 

P 

Jl 4 

Dm 22 

Sp 30 

W 

No 3 

P 

P 

P 

Jl 1 

Dm 31 

P 

Pygmy Nuthatch 


Sp 29 
Ot 28 

Jl 14 

Au 20 













Brown Creeper 


Dm 15 


Ot 21 

Dm 29 


Ot 8 


Ot 28 

Dm 8 




Ot 9 

Dm 30 


Sp 27 

Dm 31 

No 4 

Rock Wren 

S 

Sp 22 

J1 25 














Carolina Wren 












Dm 16 


Jl 1 

Dm 31 

Ot 1 

House Wren 

S 

Sp 15 

J1 1 

Jl 1 

Sp 15 

Jl 1 

Au 30 

Au 18 

Sp 16 

Au 27 

Sp 8 

S 

Ot 5 

Jl 4 

Ot 9 


Au 4 

S 

Ot 6 

S 

Ot 16 

S 

Sp 8 

Jl 1 

Ot 20 

Jl 1 

Sp 11 

Winter Wren 







Ot 11 





Ot 4 

Dm 31 


Sp 28 

Dm 29 


Sedge Wren 







Jl 29 

Au 22 

Jl 16 

Au 25 


Au 4 


Ot 11 


Sp 30 


Marsh Wren 





Sp 3 

Ot 5 


S 

Ot 9 

Jl 16 

Au 25 




Sp 19 


Sp 30 

Sp 3 

Golden-crowned 

Kinglet 

Sp 10 

No 14 
Dm 15 




Ot 29 
Dm 15 

Ot 16 

Ot 5 
Dm 9 


No 3 

Ot 27 

Ot 9 
Dm 30 

No 20 

Sp 28 
Dm 31 

Ot 6 

Ruby-crowned 

Kinglet 

Sp 22 
Sp 29 




■Ot 13 

No 10 

No 22 

Sp 25 

Ot 13 

Sp 16 

Ot 3 



Sp 29 

Ot 13 

Sp 17 
Ot 15 

Ot 9 

Sp 16 

Dm 9 

Ot 8 

Blue-gray 

Gnatcatcher 














Jl 7 

Au 30 


Eastern Bluebird 


J1 4 

Jl 1 

Sp 28 

Sp 26 

Dm 31 


No 23 

Dm 15 

S 

Dm 30 

Jl 4 

Dm 9 

Jl 7 

W 

Au 4 

P 

S 

Dm 16 


Jl 2 

Dm 29 

P 


Key: P—permanent resident; (p)—probably permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—winter resident; J1—^July; 
Au—^August; Sp—September; Ot—October; No—November; Dm—December; Dm X—seen in Xmas Count Week. 
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Sioux 

Scotts 

Bluff 

Dawes 

Lincoln 

Phelps 

Buffalo 

Kearney 

Holt 

Knox 

Polk 

Cuming 

Saunders 

Lancaster 

Dakota 

Douglas 

Sarpy 

Cass 

Mountain 

Bluebird 

No 1 

J1 8 

Ot 17 

J1 10 

Sp 15 

Ot 27 
Dm 29 



Ot 31 
No 12 









Townsend’s 

Solitaire 

Sp 14 
W 

Sp 16 
Dm 15 


No 18 
Dm 15 








Dm 16 




Gray-cheeked 

Thrush 












Ot 5 




Swainson’s 

Thrush 

Sp 2 
Oc 18 



Sp 20 
Ot 10 








Sp 10 

Sp 19 


Sp 15 

Ot 12 


Hermit Thrush 












Ot 9 

Ot 13 




Wood Thrush 








Jl 16 



s 

Sp 15 



Jl 14 

Sp 18 


American Robin 

S 

Dm 10 

J1 1 

Dm 15 

J1 1 

No 20 

P 

Au 4 

Ot 28 

Au 27 
Dm 31 

P 

Au 4 

Dm 16 

Jl 1 

W 

Au 4 

No 3 

P 

S 

Dm 31 

s 

Ot 13 

Jl 1 

Dm 31 

Jl 1 

Dm 28 

Gray Catbird 

S 

Sp 29 


J1 10 

Au 20 

Ot 2 


Au 27 
Sp 2 

S 

No 10 

Jl 4 

Sp 16 

Jl 7 

Au 11 

Au 4 

S 

Sp 29 

s 

Ot 3 

S 

Au 17 

Jl 2 

Ot 7 

Jl 1 

Au 30 

Northern 

Mockingbird 




Jl 1 

Ot 27 








S 

Sp 19 




Brown Thrasher 

S 

Sp 29 

J14 

Sp 29 

J1 1 

Au 10 

Jl 1 

Sp 10 

Au 25 
Sp 9 

Au 27 
Sp 8 

S 

Sp 16 

Jl 4 

Ot 6 

Jl 1 

Jl 29 

Au 4 

S 

Ot 6 

S 

Dm 24 

S 

Sp 8 

Jl 2 

Ot 7 

Jl 1 

Sp 20 

American Pipit 


Sp 29 
Ot 30 



Sp 30 


Sp 14 

Ot 14 

Sp 22 

Ot 7 





No 7 


Sprague’s Pipit 






Ot 21 

Sp 17 
Ot 16 









Cedar Waxwing 


Ot 12 
Dm 15 

J1 10 
Au 15 

Ot 7 
Dm 15 


Au 20 
No 21 

No 8 

Jl 2 

No 22 

Ot 7 

Au 4 

Au 18 
Dm 2 

Ot 15 
W 

Jl 27 
Ot 13 

Jl 4 

Dm 30 

P 

Northern Shrike 

No 1 

W 

No 19 
Dm 15 

No 6 

Dm 20 

No 25 

Dm 30 



No 22 

W 

No 11 

Dm 2 




No 12 

Dm 30 




Loggerhead 

Shrike 

S 

Sp 9 

Au 13 
Au 20 


Jl 1 

Au 30 

Au 18 
Au 25 

Dm 15 

S 

Sp 6 

Au 17 
Ot 9 

Ot 7 

W 



S 

Dm 16 


Au 8 
Ot 25 

Jl 20 

Dm 11 

European 

Starling 

P 

J1 1 

Dm 31 

Jl 10 

Sp 1 

P 

Au 4 

Ot 28 

Sp 8 
Dm 31 

P 

Jl 4 

Dm 9 

Jl 7 

W 

Au 4 

No 3 

P 

Jl 1 

Dm 31 

P 

Jl 1 

Dm 31 

P 

Bell’s Vireo 








Au 25 
Sp 1 






Jl 2 

Sp 3 


Solitary Vireo 












Sp 7 

Ot 16 


Sp 5 

Sp 29 


Yellow-throated 

Vireo 














Jl 7 

Sp 24 



Key: P—permanent resident; (p)—probably permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—winter resident; J1—^July; 
Au—^August; Sp—September; Ot—October; No—November; Dm—December; Dm X—seen in Xmas Count Week. 


No. 1 _ The Nebnaska. Biid Review 











































Sioux 

Scocts 

Bluff 

Dawes 

Lincoln 

Phelps 

Buffalo 

Holt 

Knox 

Polk 

Cuming 

Saunders 

Lancaster 

Dakota 

Douglas 

Sarpy 

Cass 

Warbling Vireo 


J1 15 





S 

Sp 3 

J1 4 

Sp 16 



S 

Sp 9 

s 

Sp 7 

S 

Sp 8 

J1 1 

Sp 17 


Philadelphia 

Vireo 











Au 1 

Sp 29 



Sp 3 


Red-eyed Vireo 

S 

Au 15 










S 

Sp 9 



J1 5 

Sp 18 


Golden-winged 

Warbler 














Sp 10 


Tennessee 

Warbler 














Sp 4 

Sp 26 


Orange-crowned 

Warbler 

Sp 9 
Oc 8 

Sp 29 





Sp 15 
Ot 2 

Ot 1 
Ot 9 



Sp 22 
Ot 6 

Sp 14 
Ot 15 

Ot 13 

Sp 15 
Ot 16 


Nashville Warbler 











Sp 1 

Ot 6 

Sp 7 

Ot 12 


Au 31 
Ot 13 


Northern Parula 














J1 2 

Sp 10 


Yellow Warbler 

S 

Au 15 

J1 1 

Au 22 

J1 1 

Sp 21 

J1 1 

Au 19 

Sp 16 

Sp 2 

S 

Sp 3 

J1 4 

Sp 1 



S 

J1 14 



J1 5 

Sp 7 


Chestnut-sided 

Warbler 














Sp 9 

Sp 15 


Magnolia 

Warbler 














Sp 4 

Sp 30 


Yellow-rumped 

Warbler 

S 

Oc 8 

Sp 29 

Ot 19 

J1 1 

Sp 30 


Sp 25 

Ot 13 

Ot 11 

Sp 19 

Ot 14 

Sp 27 

Ot 24 

Ot 7 


Sp 29 

Ot 13 

Sp 19 

Ot 14 

Ot 9 

Ot 13 

Sp 22 

No 21 

Ot 1 

Townsend’s 

Warbler 

Au 23 
Au 31 















Black-throated 

Green Warbler 












Sp 14 


Sp 3 

Ot 1 


Yellow-throated 

Warbler 














J1 27 

Sp 4 


Bay-breasted 

Warbler 














Sp 15 


Cerulean Warbler 














J1 21 


Black-and-white 

Warbler 












Sp 14 


Sp 3 

Sp 11 


American 

Redstart 

S 

Sp 9 







J1 16 



Sp 1 

Sp 10 


J1 8 

Sp 17 


Prothonotary 

Warbler 














J1 2 

Sp 24 


Oven bird 

Ju 1 

Au 29 











Sp 19 


Jl 2 

Sp 28 



Key: P—permanent resident; (p)—probably permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—winter resident; J1—^July; 
Au—August; Sp—September; Ot—October; No—November; Dm—December; Dm X—seen in Xmas Count Week. 
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Sioux 

Scotts 

Bluff 

Dawes 

Lincoln 

Phelps 

Buffalo 

Kearney 

Holt 

Knox 

Polk 

Cuming 

Saunders 

l.ancascer 

Dakota 

Sarpy 

Cass 

Chipping 

Sparrow 

S 

Sp 8 

J1 4 

Sp 29 

J1 1 

Sp 16 



Ot 19 
No 10 

Au 11 
Ot 18 

Jl 16 
Ot 9 

Au 11 

Au 4 

Au 19 
Ot 13 

s 

Ot 30 

s 

Jl 31 

Jl 1 

Ot 24 

Jl 1 

Clay-colored 

Sparrow 

Sp 9 

Sp 16 


Jl 10 

Sp 4 

Au 24 



Sp 23 
Ot 5 

Sp 1 

Sp 16 




Sp 17 




Brewer’s Sparrow 

S 

Sp 8 















Field Sparrow 





Ot 6 
Ot 14 

Au 27 
Au 30 


Jl 4 

Ot 9 

Ot 7 

Au 4 

S 

Ot 13 

S 

Ot 16 

S 

Au 29 

Jl 2 

Ot 22 

Jl 1 

Ot 1 

Vesper Sparrow 

S 

Oc 8 

Sp 13 
Sp 29 


Au 15 
Sp 30 

Ot 6 


Sp 16 
Ot 5 

Sp 16 




Ot 5 
Ot 14 


Sp 24 

Sp 20 

Lark Sparrow 

S 

Sp 4 

J1 1 

Sp 13 

Jl 1 

Sp 14 

Jl 1 

Sp 15 



S 

Sp 1 

Jl 16 


Au 4 

S 

Au 4 


Au 29 

Jl 19 

Jl 7 

Lark Bunting 

S 

Sp 5 

J1 27 

Jl 4 

Sp 30 

Jl 1 

Sp 15 



Sp 6 

Sp 7 









Savannah Sparrow 

Au 29 
Sp 8 




Ot 7 


Sp 19 
Ot 14 

Sp 16 
Ot 9 



Sp 30 
Ot 28 



Ot 22 

Sp 18 

Grasshopper 

Sparrow 

S 

Sp 8 

J1 1 

Au 3 


Jl 1 

Jl 30 

Au 4 


S 

Sp 9 

Jl 4 

S 

Au 5 


Jl 7 

Jl 29 

S 

Au 17 


Jl 4 
Au 8 


Henslow’s 

Sparrow 














Ot 13 
Ot 20 


LeConte’s 

Sparrow 














Sp 30 

Ot 22 


Fox Sparrow 




Ot 27 


Ot 27 

Sp 28 


Ot 27 



No 1 


Ot 6 
Ot 29 

Ot 20 

Song Sparrow 

Dm 15 

Dm 15 



Sp 30 

Dm 16 

Sp 1 

Dm 9 

S 

Ot 23 

Jl 16 

No 3 

P 


Jl 29 

Dm 7 

S 

Dm 28 

S 

Jl 9 

Jl 2 

Dm 29 

Au 20 
No 3 

Lincoln’s Sparrow 

Oc 14 

Sp 29 



Sp 16 
Ot 14 


Sp 14 

Ot 12 

Sp 16 

Ot 9 

Sp 29 

Ot 27 


Sp 30 
Ot 7 

Sp 14 
No 1 

Ot 13 

Sp 30 
Ot 23 

Sp 17 

Swamp Sparrow 





Ot 13 


S 

Au 2 

Sp 16 
Ot 6 

Ot 13 



Sp 19 
No 11 


Sp 17 
Dm X 


White-throated 

Sparrow 





Ot 13 

Ot 19 
Ot 27 

Sp 15 
Ot 14 

Ot 1 

Ot 20 

Sp 22 
Dm 8 


Ot 7 

Ot 3 
Dm 31 

Ot 13 

Sp 17 
Dm 29 

Ot 1 

White-crowned 

Sparrow 

Sp 29 
W 

Sp 29 
Dm 15 

Jl 8 

Ot 10 

Ot 27 

Sp 29 

No 17 

Ot 9 

Dm 31 

Sp 16 

Ot 22 

Sp 16 

Ot 6 



Ot 7 

Ot 9 
Dm 16 

Ot 3 

Ot 7 

Dm 27 

Ot 3 

Flarris’ Sparrow 




Sp 15 

Ot 7 
‘No 17 

Sp 1 
Dm 31 

Sp 1 

No 4 

Ot 3 

Ot 22 

Sp 29 

No 24 

No 3 

Ot 28 
W 

Ot 9 
Dm 16 

Ot 13 

Ot 11 
Dm 31 

Ot 29 

Dark-eyed Junco 

Sp 28 
W 

Ot 19 
Dm 31 

Jl 1 
Dm 31 

Ot 21 
Dm 31 


Ot 17 
Dm 31 

Ot 2 

W 

Ot 21 
Dm 23 

Ot 13 
W 

No 3 

Dm 7 

Ot 5 
Dm 31 

Ot 13 
W 

Sp 28 
Dm 31 

No 2 
Dm 31 

McCown’s 

Longspur 

S 

Sp 15 















Lapland 

Longspur 







Ot 31 
W 

No 3 

Dm 3 






No 7 

Dm 15 


Key: P—permanent resident; (p)—probably permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—winter resident; J1—July; 
Au—^August; Sp—September; Ot—October; No—November; Dm—December; Dm X—seen in Xmas Count Week. 
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Sioux 

Scotts 

Bluff 

D"“ 

Lincoln 

Phelps 

Buffalo 

Kearney 

Holt 

Knox 

Polk 

Cuming 

Saunders 

Lancaster 

Dakota 

Douglas 

Sarpy 

Cass 

Chestnut- 
colored Longspur 

s 

Sp 20 














Dm 20 

Bobolink 




Jl 1 

Au 10 



S 

Sp 13 

Jl 4 








Red-winged 
Blackbird 

P 

Jl 1 

Dm 15 

Jl 1 

Au 4 

P 

Au 4 

No 17 

Sp 21 
Dm 15 

S 

Dm 5 

Jl 4 

No 11 

S 

Dm 7 

Au 4 

No 3 

S 

Dm 2 

S 

Dm 31 

S 

No 15 

Jl 2 
Dm 21 

Jl 1 

Dm 2 

Eastern 

Meadowlark 




Jl 1 

Ot 1 



Sp 19 



Au 4 

Au 5 

S 

Dm 16 


Jl 21 

Ot 30 

P 

Western 

Meadowlark 

P 

Jl 1 

Sp 29 

Jl 1 

Ot 20 

Jl 1 

Dm 15 



S 

No 12 

Jl 4 

No 3 

Jl 1 

Sp 30 

Au 4 

S 

No 18 

P 

S 

Sp 29 

Jl 2 

Dm 29 


Yellow-headed 

Blackbird 

Au 29 
Sp 5 

Jl 19 


Jl 1 

Dm 15 

Au 4 
No 17 

Sp 20 
Sp 21 

S 

Au 27 

Jl 16 
No 11 

Au 11 



Jl 1 

S 

Jl 15 

Jl 4 

Au 13 


Rusty Blackbird 





No 17 


No 9 





Dm 16 


Ot 20 
Ot 29 


Brewer’s 

Blackbird 



Jl 10 
No 3 

Jl 30 

Sp 30 

Sp 26 
Ot 28 


Sp 23 
No 14 

Ot 20 

Jl 29 



Sp 23 
Ot 9 



Ot 14 

Great-tailed 

Crackle 





Au 4 
Ot 14 



Ot 12 




Ot 22 
Dm X 




Common 

Crackle 

S 

Ot 14 

Jl 1 

Dm 15 

Jl 15 

Au 10 

Jl 1 

Sp 15 

Au 4 
No 17 

Sp 8 

Ot 23 

S 

Ot 28 

Jl 4 

Ot 22 

S 

Dm 7 

Au 4 

S 

Ot 6 

S 

Dm 16 

S 

No 15 

Jl 1 

Dm 22 

Jl 1 

Ot 30 

Brown-headed 

Cowbird 

S 

Sp 15 

Jl 4 

Jl 25 

Jl 1 

Au 22 

Jl 1 

Sp 3 

Au 4 

No 3 

Sp 21 

S 

Au 20 

Jl 4 

Jl 16 

S 

Ot 28 

Au 4 

S 

Jl 14 

S 

No 12 

S 

Ot 15 

Jl 2 

Dm 15 

Jl 1 

Dm 5 

Orchard Oriole 

S 

Au 20 

Jl 19 

Jl 27 


Jl 15 

Au 26 


Au 30 

S 

Au 27 

Jl 4 

Au 4 

Jl 1 


S 

Sp 1 

Au 19 


Jl 2 

Au 18 


Northern Oriole 

S 

Au 29 

jl 13 
Au 3 


Jl 1 

Au 20 

Au 18 

Au 27 
Sp 8 

S 

Sp 6 

Jl 4 

Sp 6 

Jl 1 

Au 11 

Au 4 

S 

Sp 9 

S 

Sp 14 

S 

Au 26 

Jl 1 

Sp 20 

Jl 1 

Sp 12 

Purple Finch 





Sp 16 

No 23 





Ot 27 
Dm 15 

No 1 
Dm 16 


Ot 28 
Dm 31 


House Finch 

P 

Jl 1 
Dm 31 


P 

Au 18 

Sp 2 
Dm 15 


Jl 12 
Dm 31 

Dm 7 



P 

P 

Jl 1 

Dm 29 

Jl 8 

Dm 3 

Red Crossbill 

Ot 14 


Jl 1 

No 16 



No 25 
Dm 15 

Jl 11 

Jl 21 

Jl 16 

Dm 1 




Dm 16 


Ot 20 


Pine Siskin 


Ot 10 
Dm 15 

Jl 1 

Dm 30 

Ot 27 
No 30 


No 1 
Dm 9 

Sp 23 
W 





No 17 
Dm 16 


Ot 22 
Dm 9 

Jl 20 

American 

Goldfinch 

P 

Jl 1 

Dm 15 

Jl 1 

No 20 

P 

Au 4 

Ot 20 

Au 27 
Dm 15 

P 

Jl 4 

Dm 23 

Jl 7 

Dm 7 

Au 4 

No 3 

S 

Dm 8 

Jl 1 

Dm 31 

S 

Ot 15 

Jl 1 

Dm 31 

P 

Evening 

Grosbeak 


No 7 
Dm 29 


Ot 20 












House Sparrow 

P 

Jl 1 

Dm 31 


P 

Au 4 

Au 18 

Ot 5 
Dm 31 

P 

Jl 4 
Dm 31 

P 

Au 4 
No 3 

S 

Ot 13 

Jl 1 

Dm 31 

P 

Jl 1 

Dm 31 

P 


Key; P—permanent resident; (p)—probably permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—winter resident; J1—July; 
Au—^August; Sp—September; Ot—October; No—November; Dm-—December; Dm X —seen in Xmas Count Week. 
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A Second Specimen Record of Red-shouldered Hawk 
{Buteo lineatus) from Nebraska 

On 9 February 1989, while walking in a wooded area of the Sass Farm (Nebraska: 
Otoe County; extreme northwest corner of county, T9N, R9E, Section 5), Robert and 
Hope Sass and Liz Otradovsky discovered a dead hawk they could not identify. 
Telephone conversations with Liz Otradovsky and instructions on how to legally 
transport the hawk to the University of Nebraska State Museum (UNSM) resulted 
in delivery of the specimen. The specimen was well preserved and showed little or 
no sign of deterioration, drying, or scavenging by predators that would result from 
laying outside for a long period of time. It is probable that the bird had not been 
dead long when found. Identification of the specimen proved initially difficult for 
the author as well. Consultation of The Birds of Minnesota (Roberts, 1955) and its key 
to the species of birds of Minnesota revealed the specimen to be an immature Red¬ 
shouldered Hawk {Buteo lineatus). 

Wayne J. Mollhoff graciously volunteered to prepare a study skin of the 
specimen for the museum (preparation number WJM-999). This specimen was 
assigned UNSM number ZM-16026. A partial skeleton, including one complete 
foot, was also prepared from the specimen. External measurements obtained prior 
to preparation are (in millimeters) as follows: total length=493, tail length=210, 
wingspan=1048, chord=326, tarsus=85, culmen= 23. The specimen was determined 
to be a female, and the ovary measured 15 x 5 millimeters. The specimen weighed 
425.0 grams and was found to be extremely thin with no fat. A normal female Red¬ 
shouldered Hawk should weigh over 700 grams. Because of the lack of injuries, 
extremely light weight, and empty stomach, it is presumed that this first-winter bird 
starved, perishing during the extreme cold of the immediately preceding days. 

The first specimen of Red-shouldered Hawk from Nebraska is ZM-12519 in 
the UNSM collection. This adult male was taken at Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy 
County, on 15 January 1941, by an unknown person and prepared as a study skin by 
Ralph Velich. 

My thanks to Cynthia M. Ritter and Wayne J. Mollhoff for critically reading 
earlier drafts of this manuscript. 


References 

Roberts, T. S. (1955). A manual of the birds of Minnesota. (1932). Minneapolis: 
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—Thomas E. Labedz, Collections Manager, Division of 
Zoology, University of Nebraska State Museum, 

W-436 Nebraska Hall, Lincoln, NE 68588-0514 


1991 National Wildlife Federation 
Eagle Survey Results 

From 3 to 17 January 1991, the National Wildlife Federation sponsored their 
midwinter survey of Bald and Golden Eagles in Nebraska. This year, the surveyors 
spotted a total of 642 Bald and 41 Golden Eagles. Of the 642 Bald Eagles, 176 birds 
were spotted along the Missouri River, and 466 were seen in the remainder of the 
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State (the Missouri area total is kept separately due to state boundaries which occur 
along the river). Only one of the 41 Golden Eagles was seen along the Missouri. 

The 1991 eagle count was about 475 birds below the record set in 1989 and 
about 200 birds below the average over the past five years. Noteworthy drops in 
eagle concentration took place along the Missouri (17% below last year's total and 
the past four-year average), in the Harlan County Reservoir area, the Sutherland 
Reservoir area, and on the stretch of the Platte between Darr and Elm Creek. It is 
believed that the below normal temperatures from late December through the first 
part of January caused significant ice cover in several major eagle concentration 
areas. The timing of the cold weather plus the ice cover is believed to have pushed 
the eagles south. One area which did note an above normal level in eagle usage 
was the North Platte River Valley between Lewellen and Keystone (up 40 to 45%). 
This was mainly due to a high number of eagles—66—concentrated around the 
open water of Lake Ogallala. 

The tables which follow give a breakdown of eagles seen by species and age. 
The tables are generally organized by river valley, with NWF checkpoints described 
as well as individual counts for each survey location. 


Sites Bald Eagles Golden Eagles 

Ad Imm Unk Ad Imm Unk 


WHITE RIVER VALLEY & PINE RIDGE 

2 



7 

2 


2 miles northeast of Harrison: Sioux County 




2 



1 mile north of Montrose: Sioux County 




1 



1 mile south of Ardmore, SD: Sioux County 




1 



12 miles north of Whitney: Dawes County 




1 

1 


Whitney area: Dawes County 




2 

1 


4 miles east of Chadron: Dawes County 

2 







NORTH PLATTE RIVER 

84 

41 

1 

8 

2 


Wyoming Line to Bayard (incl. Lakes Minatare, Alice, and Winters 

Creek): Scotts Bluff and Morrill Counties 

7 

4 





Bayard to Lisco: Morrill and Garden Counties 

10 

6 


2 



Courthouse Rock: Morrill County 

1 






Lisco to Lewellen; Garden County 

12 

2 


2 

2 


8 miles north of Oshkosh: Garden County 




4 



Lewellen to Keystone: Garden and Keith Counties 

42 

24 





Keystone to Sutherland: Keith and Lincoln Counties 

12 

5 

1 




Sutherland to North Platte: Lincoln County 

None 


REPUBLICAN RIVER & TRIBUTARIES 

23 

13 


1 



Frenchman River: Chase County 

3 

1 





Enders Reservoir: Chase County 


1 





17 miles north of Haigler: Dundy County 




1 



Buffalo Creek: Dundy County 


1 





Republican River, 3 miles east of Haigler: Dundy County 

1 






Stratton to Trenton (incl. Swanson Reservoir); Hitchcock County 

2 

1 





Republican River, 4 miles west of Cambridge: Red Willow County 

2 






Republican River, 2 miles east of Cambridge: Furnas County 

1 






Republican River, 3 miles east of Arapaho: Furnas County 

1 
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Sites Bald Eagles Golden Eagles 

Ad Imm Unk Ad Imm Unk 


Alma to Naponee (inch Harlan County Reservoir): Harlan and Franklin 

Counties 

9 

6 





Turkey Creek; Harlan County 

2 

1 





Naponee to Inavale: Franklin and Webster Counties 

1 

2 





4 miles north of Hardy: Nuckolls County 

1 







SOUTH PLATTE RIVER 

7 

10 





Colorado Line to North Platte: Deuel, Keith, and Lincoln Counties 

4 






Sutherland Reservoir: Lincoln County 

3 

10 






PLATTE RIVER 

106 

55 

9 




North Platte to Gothenburg (incl. Jeffrey Reservoir): Lincoln and 

Dawson Counties 

17 

12 





Gothenburg to Darr: Dawson County 

17 

7 

1 




Darr to Elm Creek (incl. Johnson Reservoir, Elwood Lake): Dawson, 
Gosper, Phelps, and Buffalo Counties 

37 

23 

6 




Elm Creek to Kearney: Phelps, Buffalo, and Kearney Counties 

12 

5 

2 




Kearney to Grand Island: Buffalo, Kearney, Hall, and Adams Counties 

6 

4 





Grand Island to Silver Creek; Hall, Hamilton, Merrick, and Polk 
Counties 

4 






Silver Creek to Columbus: Merrick, Polk and Platte Counties 

None 

Columbus to Ashland; Platte, Butler, Colfax, Dodge,. Saunders, Douglas, 
and Sarpv Counties 

8 

4 





Ashland to Plattsmouth: Saunders, Sarpy, and Cass Counties 

5 







NIOBRARA RIVER DRAINAGE 

36 

11 


8 



Walgren Lake: Sheridan County 

1 






2 miles north of Clinton; Sheridan County 




4 



4 miles south, 2 miles west of Gordon: Sheridan County 




1 



Niobrara River, 18 miles southwest of Merriman; Cherry County 

1 






Niobrara River, directly south of Eli; Cherry County 

1 






Niobrara River, directly south of Nenzel (near Hwy. 97 bridge): Cherry 
County 

1 






Snake River, directly south of Nenzel: Cherry County 

1 






Niobrara River, directly south of Kilgore: Cherry County 

2 






Snake River, Hwy.97 to Niobrara River (including Merritt Reservoir); 
Cherry County 

13 

3 





Niobrara River, Snake River to Cornell: Cherry County 

2 






Valentine NWR; Cherry County 

2 

1 


2 



Niobrara River, Cornell to Sparks: Cherry County 

2 

3 


1 



Niobrara River, Sparks to Hwy. 183 Bridge south of Springview: 

Cherry, Keya Paha, and Brown Counties 

4 

1 





Bone Creek: Brown County 

2 

1 





Niobrara River, Hwy. 183 Bridge to Hwy. 137 Bridge north of 

Newport: Keya Paha, Brown, and Rock Counties 

None 

Niobrara River, Hwy 137 Bridge to Niobrara: 

"TTTT~~~n~~n T" 
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Sites Bald Eagles Golden Eagles 

Ad Imm Unk Ad Imm Uiik 


RAINWATER BASIN/LITTLE BLUE RIVER 

11 

2 


3 



Sac/Wilcox WMA: Phelps County 

3 

1 





Little Blue River at Hwy. 28 T. Adams County 

5 






4 to 7 miles west of Clay Center: Clay County 

3 

1 


3 




LOUP RIVER DRAINAGE/ELKHORN RIVER 

41 

13 


9 

3 


Middle Loup River, Thedford to Dunning: Thomas and Blaine Counties 

4 



2 



North Loup River, Purdum to Saint Paul: Blaine, Loup, Garfield, 

Valley, Greeley, and Howard Counties 

8 

2 





Calamus River, 25 miles northwest of Taylor: Loup County 


1 



1 


Calamus Reservoir: Loup County 

2 






Calamus River, 6 miles northwest of Burwell: Garfield County 

2 

1 





1 mile east of Mason City: Custer County 

1 






Cedar River at Ericson: Wheeler County 

2 

1 


4 

1 


Middle Loup River, Loup City to St, Paul: Sherman and Howard 
Counties 

4 

2 





Beaver Creek west of Petersburg: Boone County 

4 

2 


3 

1 


11 miles west, 2 miles north of Belgrade: Nance County 


1 





Loup River, St. Paul to Columbus (inch Lake Babcock): Howard, Nance, 
and Platte Counties 

12 

3 





Elkhorn River, southeast of Beemer: Cuming County 

2 







MISSOURI RIVER (includes adjacent portions of Iowa, 
South Dakota, and Missouri) 

155 

21 




1 

Ft. Randall to Sioux City: Boyd, Knox, Cedar, Dixon, and Dakota 
Counties 

41 ^ 

11 




1 

Sioux City to Omaha; Dakota, Thurston, Burt, Washington, and Douglas 
Counties 

33 

7 





Omaha to Nebraska City: Douglas, Sarpy, Cass, and Otoe Counties 

29 






Nebraska City to Rulo: Otoe, Nemaha, and Richardson Counties 

52 

3 






—Data provided by Greg Wingfield, Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission, District IV, Route 4, Box 36, North 
Platte, NE 69101 


Fall 1990 Whooping Crane Report 

The following is a synopsis of the report from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
with regard to Whooping Crane sightings from this fall. The report consists of 
confirmed, probable, and unconfirmed sightings during the season (these terms are 
defined in NBR 56:79). The USFWS states that under best conditions 155 cranes, 
including at least 13 fledged young, should have made the trip to Aransas this fall. 
As of December 19, 1990, nine of these birds had not arrived. The most spectacular 
confirmed sighting of the fall was a record group of 13 birds seen together in 
Saskatchewan on October 12. Twelve separate confirmed sightings were also 
reported in areas around Cheyenne Bottoms, Kansas, the important wetlands area 
which has been much beleaguered by drought as of late. Perhaps most encouraging 

























































No. 1 


The Nebraska Bird Review 




is that the fall season produced a record 78 confirmed sightings in the United States 
and Canada during fall migration. 

In Nebraska, there were 6 confirmed, 10 probable, and 12 unconfirmed 
sightings of Whooping Cranes. The table below outlines the Nebraska sightings. 
Those NOU members interested in further information about these sightings 
should contact Wally Jobman, USFWS, Fish and Wildlife Enhancement, NE/KS 
Field Office, 203 W. Second Street, Grand Island, NE 68801. 


10/23/90 

10/24/90 

10/26-27/90 

10/29/90 

11/1/90 

11/7-9/90 


10/20/90 

10/25/90 

10/26/90 

10/27/90 

10/18/90 

10/21/90 

10/25/90 

10/29/90 

11/3/90 

11/3/90 


8/5/90 


9/16/90 

9/25/90 


10/10/90 

10/12/90 

10/18/90 

10/13/90 

Unkiiown 

10/23/90 

10/24/90 

11/3/90 

11/9/90 


3 adults 
2 adults 

2 adults, 

1 subadult 
1 adult 

1 adult 


2 adults, 

1 subadult 


Confirmed Sightings 

Buffalo Co. Near Gibbon bridge over Platte River. Flying. 
Keith Co. West End of Lake McConaughy, south of Omaha 
Beach. 

Hall Co. 2.5 miles west of Wood River bridge, Platte River. 
T9N, R12W, S23, 27, 29. 

Cherry Co. Flying over Ft. Niobrara NWR HQ, 3 mi. east of 
Valentine. T34N, R27W, S26. 

Buffalo Co. .5 mi. west (T8N, R15W, S13) and 1 mi. east (T8N, 
R14W, S17) of Hwy. 10 Platte River Bridge. 
Flying. 

Frontier Co. Medicine Creek Reservoir, T5N, R26W, S14. 


2 adults 

2 adults 

3 adults 
3 adults 

3 adults 

4 adults, 

1 subadult 
4 adults 

1 adult 
3 adults 
3 adults 


Probable Sightings 

Cherry Co. Niobrara River, 3 mi. south of Valentine. 
Howard Co. 5 mi. west of St. Paul on Hwy. 92. 

Valley Co. 1 mi. north of Arcadia 

Webster Co. 1 mi. south and 3 mi. west of Inavale. Flying. 

Keith Co. 3 mi. north and 2 mi. east of Ogallala. 

Custer Co. 2 mi. west of Gates. 


McPherson 

Co. 

Custer Co. 
Brown Co. 
Brown Co. 


15 mi. west of Tryon. Flying. 

Flying over Arnold. 

South of Johnstown at Moon Lake. 

15 mi. south and .5 mi. west of Johnstown. 


1 adult 

1 adult 

1 adult 

4 adults 
1 adult 
3 adults 
6 adults 
6 adults 

1 adult 
6 adults 
13-14 adults 

2 adults 


Unconfirmed Sightings 

Perkins Co. 1.5 mi. south and 1.5 mi. west of Madrid. TlON, 


Kearney Co. 

Rock Co. 

Rock Co. 
Brown Co. 
Buffalo Co. 
Cherry Co. 
Logan Co. 
Hamilton Co. 
Garden Co. 
Buffalo Co. 
Blaine Co. 


R37W, S19, NWV 4 . 

North of Hwy 6/34 between Axtell and Minden. 
Flying. 

11 mi. south and 3 mi. east of Newport. T28N, 
R17W, S2, NV 2 . 

8 mi. south of Bassett. Flying. 

Hwy. 183/20 Jet. east of Ainsworth. Flying. 

7 mi. north of Kearney on Hwy. 10. Flying. 

Big Alkali Lake, 20 mi. south of Valentine. 

12 mi. southwest of Dunning 

2.5 mi. east of Phillips 1-80 exit. Flying. 

2 mi. southeast of Lewellen. Flying. 

3 mi. west and 1 mi. south of Elm Creek. 

4.5 mi. east of Purdum. Flying. 
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NOTES 

Swainson's Hawks. On Saturday^ 29 September 1990, I witnessed a mass migration 
of Swainson's Hawks. The weather was clear, with large cumulus clouds, 
approximately 75°F. At about 3:30 pm, I noticed several Swainson's traveling south 
over the Carpenter Ranch (20 miles north of Henry in Sioux County). For the next 
45 minutes, I counted 176 Swainson's. One thermal contained 62 birds, soaring to an 
estimated 3800 feet (National Weather Service data on base of clouds). Once near 
the clouds, the birds would "peel off" and head south, with wings folded and at 
speeds clocked via auto at 55 mph. How long before 3:30 this was occurring was 
unknown. Three acdpiters were also observed. It was very exciting—a first for me. 

—Stephen Kerr, Box 327, Gering, NE 69341 

Holt County Sightings. As it was his first time turning in an occurrence report, 
Loren Blake was good enough to provide some of the first spring dates for his area 
in Holt County. Any of the following Vv^hich were not recorded in the fall are listed 
in capital letters: 

Pied-billed Grebe Mr 21; HORNED GREBE Mr 21; EARED GREBE Ap 20; American 
White Pelican Ap 29; Double-crested Cormorant Ap 4; AMERICAN BITTERN My 
18; Great Blue Heron Mr 16; GREATER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE Ap 15; Canada 
Goose Fe 21; Wood Duck Mr 11; Blue-winged Teal Mr 12; Mallard Fe 12; Northern 
Pintail Mr 4; Northern Shoveler Mr 19; Gadwall Mr 4; Killdeer Mr 4; Upland 
Sandpiper Ap 27; Common Snipe Ap 2; Mourning Dove Ap 12; BLACK-BILLED 
CUCKOO Je 20; Yellow-billed Cuckoo Je 12; Common Nighthawk My 21; Chimney 
Swift Ap 26; Red-headed Woodpecker Ap 30; GREAT CRESTED FLYCATCHER My 
17; Western Kingbird Ap 22; Eastern Kingbird My 2; TREE SWALLOW My 3; Barn 
Swallow Ap 15; House Wren Ap 24; Marsh Wren My 27; Eastern Bluebird Mr 11; 
Gray Catbird My 17; NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD Ap 27 (only sighting of year); 
Brown Thrasher Ap 23; Loggerhead Shrike Ap 16; Warbling Vireo My 12; Yellow 
Warbler My 12; Common Yellowthroat My 5; Dickcissel Je 9; Lark Sparrow Ap 27; 
Grasshopper Sparrow My 17; Song Sparrow Mr 20; Swamp Sparrow My 14; Bobolink 
My 5; Western Meadowlark Mr 4; Yellow-headed Blackbird Ap 18; Common Crackle 
Mr 12; Brown-headed Cowbird Ap 17; Orchard Oriole My 12; Northern Oriole My 10. 

—Loren Blake, HC 63, Box 18, Chambers, NE 68725 

Mississippi Kite. In the late afternoon of 7 September 1990, there was a severe 
hailstorm in parts of Lincoln. A Mississippi Kite was picked up at 3710 Prescott 
Street, apparently stunned. After being held overnight to make sure that there were 
no injuries, it was released the following day. 

—Mabel B. Ott, 2718 S. 33rd St., Lincoln, NE 68506 

Bat Netting. Ruth Green's Nature column in a recent A Bird's Eye View included 
this about a 3 July 1990 bat-netting try along Stream Trail in Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy 
County, by Russ Benedict, Naturalist at Fo.ntenelle Forest (The items in parentheses 
are additional information provided by Benedict). "1 caught 21 bats of four different 
species in my mist nets. Fifteen were big brown bats {Eptesicus juscus, abundant 
statewide), which I decorated with numbered plastic wing bands and then released; 
most were nursing females. Other captures included a Red Bat [Lasiurus borealis, 
fairly common statewide) as well as two nursing Silver-haired Bats {Lasionycteris 
noctivigans, fairly common statewide), both beautifully colored species. I also caught 
three Northern Myotis (Myotis septentrionalis, common statewide), which were the 
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earliest young of the year recorded over a four-year study. During the last four years, 
seven species of bats have been captured in Fontenelle Forest. This number 
includes these four, Eastern Pipistrelle {Pipistrellus subflavus, uncommon in extreme 
southeastern corner). Hoary Bat (Lasiurus cinereus, uncommon statewide), and 
Evening Bat {Nyctecius humeralis, fairly common in the southeastern corner). 
Another species, the Little Brown Bat {Myotis lucifugus, uncommon in the eastern 
third), has been found in local caves although it has not been caught in the Forest to 
date."' 

In response to questions as to why the bats' echolocation didn't keep them out 
of nets, Benedict said that echolocation takes energy, and the bats don't use it 
unnecessarily. If nets are placed in areas where the bats don't feel it is necessary to 
use echolocation, particularly areas they commonly use, they won't use it and so 
won't be warned off. There are five other bats which may be found in Nebraska: 
Fringe-tailed Myotis {Myotis thysanodes), uncommon in the far west; Small-footed 
Myotis {Myotis ciliolabrum), found in the western third; Long-legged Myotis {Myotis 
volans), found in the Pine Ridge; Big-eared Bat {Plecotus townsendii), which has one 
record from the Pine Ridge; and Mexican Free-tailed Bat {Tadarida brasiliensis), which 
has six records from the central part of the state. Professor Ken Geluso of UNO, 
Frank Koch, and Benedict mark only the Big Brown Bats because they are not sure if 
the other, smaller bats would be able to operate with a marker on them. These bats 
are retained in small cups until the netting is over. If they were released earlier, 
they wouldn't be able to be sure a subsequent capture was a different bat. The three 
take measurements and other information on the bats before they are released. 
They have marked 100 Big Brown Bats but have had no returns on them. 

—Additional information gathered by R.G. Cortelyou, 

5109 Underwood Ave., Omaha, NE 68132 

Correction. "The Third Report of the NOU Records Committee" 
acknowledgements section {NBR 58:96) should include R. T. Korpi. 

—Alan Grenon, NOURC Chair, 1111 Bellevue Blvd. N., 
Bellevue, NE 68005 


BOOK REVIEWS 

Dan O'Brien. The Rites of Autumn: A Falconer's Journey Across the American West. 

New York: Anchor Books, Doubleday, 1988. 192 pp. $9.95. 

The reintroduction of animals into the wild is difficult and, at times, seemingly 
futile work. A tiny fraction of those actually released live long enough to reach full 
adulthood, and an even smaller number actually survive to breed. Dan O'Brien has 
worked since 1965 at the frustrating task of reintroducing young peregrine falcons to 
the mountains of the western United States. His new book. The Rites of Autumn, is 
an autobiographical account of his dedication to this Herculean job. Travelling 
from Montana to the Gulf of Mexico, O'Brien's narrative traces the fall migration 
route of the Peregrine Falcon in a last attempt to teach a young falcon how to be 
wild. 

O'Brien begins his story in the mountains of Montana as his three-person 
team attempts to release four fledgling falcons into the wild as part of a propagation 
and "hacking" or reintroduction program. Unfortunately, three of those four birds 
are lost to a wandering Golden Eagle. The last, whom O'Brien names Dolly, is 
recaptured and adopted by O'Brien, who decides to play the roles of both falconer 
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and mother. He will try to teach Dolly how to hunt her natural prey along wh< 
would be her natural migratory route. 

Up to this point in his career, O'Brien has only published fictional works- 
Eminent Domain and Spirit of the Hills . The descriptive skill of a fiction writer*: 
however, transfers smoothly into his new book. He clearly has a passion for the 
outdoors and the birds he cares for, investing both with a wildness and grandeui 
that reflect his deep respect for both. His landscapes are as expansive as Dolly's eyes 
are expressive. At the same time, O'Brien's sharp social commentary anc 
introspective digressions allow the reader a personal investment in Dolly's progress 
So, while Dolly's wildness must ultimately be contained, O'Brien's writing permit; 
his audience intimate contact with her brief taste of freedom. 

—Lysbeth Benkert, Dept, of English, Washington State 
University, Pullman, WA 99164-5020 

Edward Duensing. Talking to Fireflies, Shrinking the Moon: A Parent's Guide to Nature 
Activities. New York: New American Library, 1990. 96 pp. $7.95. 

The book has 35 short chapters on items pertaining to nature and suggestions as tc 
how they can be presented in a way that will be interesting to children. It is 
interesting just for the reading and should be helpful to anyone who wants ta. 
interest cMldren in nature. 

—R.G. Cortelyou, 5109 Underwood Ave., Omaha, NE 
68132 
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GREATER SCAUP IN LANCASTER COUNTY 

On October 20, 1990, Paul and Karla Kaufman spotted a Greater Scaup in Lancaster 
County. The following is a report from Paul Kaufman regarding this occurrence: 

The bird was a male, first spotted off Lieber's Point at Branched Oak Lake. I 
was a cloudy day with fair light, light rain, and north winds 15 to 20 mph 
temperature 52® F. The sighting was in the early afternoon. We observed the Scauj 
with our 15-60 zoom spotting scope while loolang for anything on the lake. Aftei 
our initial sighting of it, it moved closer in to shore, which we felt was unusual 
We were studying the bill shape trying to make out the large nail at the tip as wi 
were already fairly convinced it was a Greater Scaup based on the head shape (profile 
with flatter forehead) and broad looking bill. As the bird neared shore, we became 
aware that the "nail" we were seeing on the end of the bill wasn't a nail at all. The 
tip of the Scaup's bill had been shot off, probably with a shotgun (it was during 
hunting season). The bird kept moving toward shore, and we kept watching it. At 
one point it raised its wings, revealing the white stripe on its secondaries, which 
extended well out into the primaries, which confirmed our identification of Greater 
Scaup. 

The bird was alone and eventually came all the way up to shore. It weakly; 
pulled itself out of the water and onto the bank. It preened for a short time, and we- 
could see obviously bloody feathers on its breast and flanks. Before we left, it put its 
head over its back as if to roost. I do not believe it would have survived the night. 
We felt it was very sad that this beautiful bird had to die such an awful death. 

—Paul Kaufman, 1101 No. 78th, Lincoln, NE 68505 


BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER IN BUFFALO COUNTY 

On May 9,1991, while doing a weekly least tern and piping plover survey, we 
observed two Black-bellied Plovers {Pluvialis eqmtarola). The birds were observed 
foraging along the shoreline of a sandpit near Elm Creek, Nebraska. The birds were 
viewed through a 30X spotting scope at approximately 25 yards. The white rump 
observed on one of the plovers characterizes the birds' summer phase. The white 
rump is one characteristic which helps distinguish it from the Lesser Golden Plover 
{Pluvialis squaiarola). The coloration of the other plover was a drab gray and brown. 

—John Shadle and Ron Wagnitz, Nebraska Public Power 
District, 1414 15th Street, Columbus, NE 68601 


NOU Fall Field Day 
September 13 - 15,1991 
Mahoney State Park near Ashland, NE 
See the NOU Newsletter for further details! 
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THE Amateur: 

FINDING A NICHE IN ORNITHOLOGY* 

The older branches of science were all pioneered by amateurs, but as they matured 
they have moved steadily away from the reach of the individual working alone 
with his own resources. As the need for laboratories, observatories, and support 
staff have grown, science has become increasingly the province of professionals and 
institutions. 

In ornithology, however, the amateur is still a significant figure. Perhaps no 
other branch of science owes so much to the amateur, not only in current 
contributions, but also in continuing to produce the professionals of the future. Can 
we think of another field where we could make a similar statement? We should 
not forget that nearly all professionals in this discipline began as bird watchers. In 
other fields most eminent men did not meet the subjects of their ultimate 
specialization until they were launched in their professional careers. Even in 
biology, it would be hard to find a scientist who traces his origins to an early love of 
fruit flies or mice. 

Throughout this discussion I am using the term amateur to mean someone 
who studies birds only as a part-time avocation while carrying on a full-time 
occupation in another field. 

Instead of speculating about the roles that amateurs might play in 
ornithology, I will focus on actual people who have been in the forefront of 
ornithology while earning their livings at something else. For my selection, I have 
limited myself to people I have known personally in my own lifetime. Another 
author would have picked others. The possible examples are almost innumerable. 

My first category^ is the keeper of records. These are the people who chronicle 
bird life in each locality, and thus provide the record of changes over the decades. 
These are the monitors of bird populations, and without them historians, ecologists, 
public health specialists, and other scientists would be groping to appraise long-term 
trends in our environment. 

For my prime example, I take my friend Louis W. Campbell. For more than 
60 years he has presided as the acknowledged authority on birds of the Toledo, Ohio 
region. Through his own meticulous observations and the screening of reports of 
others, he has built up a comprehensive account of the birds of this locality. His 
more important observations were recorded in national journals, and items of local 
interest were published in newspapers, particularly the Toledo Times, where he wrote 
an outdoor column for 33 years. The public also knows him from 1,200 lectures 
before groups of all kinds. His bird records are summarized annually in the Toledo 
Naturalists' Association yearbook, and comprehensively in his monograph. Birds of 
Lucas County, in 1940, and followed up by Birds of the Toledo Area, in 1968. Both are 
models of completeness and accuracy. His grasp of the local scene is broad. 


This paper was presented at the annual meeting of the Wilson Ornithological 
Society held on 1 June 1990 in Boston, MA. It was reprinted in The Loon 62 
(Summer 1990): 75-77. The author, Harold F. Mayfield, has graciously given the 
NOU permission to reprint the article in the NBR. The base text used is the one 
from The Loon, and substantive corrections are footnoted. 

^ Spelled "cateogory" in The Loon. 
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embracing its history, geology, botany, and zoology generally. Needless to say, he 
has been an inspiration to generations of young naturalists. For fifty years, until! 
retirement, he worked as transportation engineer for the local transit company. At! 
no time was he employed as naturalist or biologist. 

My second category is the life-history specialist. The focus and the pace of 
modern biology has pushed life history studies into the background among 
academic and institutional ornithologists. This is not a quick way to fame. The 
comprehensive study of a species is slow and often unexciting. It is usually beyond 
the time allotted for a graduate student and it does not always yield the profound 
insights esteemed in professional circles. Testing narrow hypotheses is quicker. 

Still, there are famous names in this category. We cannot touch on it without 
mentioning Margaret More Nice and Arthur Cleveland Bent. And yet neither of 
them, exactly fit the model I am presenting. Mrs. Nice, the scholar and authority on 
the Song Sparrow, could hardly be called a part-time ornithologist. She herself 
bristled at being labeled a housewife. Although she was one, she was able to arrange 
her personal affairs so that she could spend endless hours and days in her field 
studies, and she did not provide the family livelihood. Bent at one time may have 
be a businessman, but, during the decades he devoted to Life Histories of North 
American Birds, he was financially secure and gave his full time to this task. These 
people are already celebrated, and their opportunities were unique. 

Instead, 1 will single out Lawrence H. Walkinshaw, a full-time dentist with a 
flourishing practice in Battle Creek, Michigan. The first time I visited him it was in 
his office, and, the way I tell it, he came out to see me leaving a patient with a, 
mouthful of instruments, but he denies this. He had a lifelong passion for the 
living bird. He was a genius at finding nests, and tireless in the field. His notes 
were models of thoroughness, and he published his findings completely. Much of 
his field work he accomplished before other people were up, and much of his 
writing was done after other people were in bed. He concentrated on birds near at 
hand. Perhaps his greatest study centered on an abandoned farm near his house, 
where in the course of many years he completed a definitive work on Field 
Sparrows. Within his county he found nesting Sandhill Cranes, and his attention 
to them led to four books on this species. Although at the very limit of the range of 
the Prothonotary Warbler, he was able to mount a study of the bird. On weekends 
and vacations he was able to give attention to the Kirtland's Warbler, and his nest 
records spanning more than 50 years provided material for two books on this rare 
creature. 

Another category in which amateurs have left their mark is in the editing— 
perhaps I should say nurturing—of regional journals. If you will glance at a 
collection of state bird journals, I think you will find that nearly all of them are 
edited by dedicated amateurs. Any such modern list probably should be headed by 
George Hall, editor of the Wilson Bulletin for ten years. His adult life has been spent. 
as a professor of chemistry at West Virginia University, but he will also be best ; 
remembered as the authority on the birds of that state and author of West Virginia 
Birds. 

For my prime example here I am singling out Robert B. Janssen of 
Minneapolis. As editor of The Loon,^ (formerly The Flicker), the journal of the 
Minnesota Ornithologists' Union, for 32 years, he is probably the senior 


+ The journal title is in bold and italic type in the original. 
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ornithological editor in America. In that position he has provided leadership for a 
variety of activities. He has headed the state records committee, and he has initiated 
a hotline for spreading the news of notable events. The information he has 
gathered made possible his 1987 Birds of Minnesota. His lifetime fascination with 
birds has not prevented him from pursuing a successful career in business. He has 
worked as a salesman and executive in a company engaged in the manufacture of 
envelopes. 

Few amateurs can travel to the ends of the earth in their studies, but many, 
especially those who are city dwellers, have access to fine libraries. This brings me to 
my next category, the library scholar. A sparkling example is the late A. W. Schorger 
of Madison, Wisconsin. Bill Schorger spent untold hours in late afternoons and 
evenings in the dusty shelves of the state historical society library, combing through 
old newspapers for eyewitness accounts of birds in pioneer days. A weary librarian 
once said to him, "I have moved more tons of paper for you than for any other 
person in the state of Wisconsin." Years of delving in the newspaper archives 
formed the basis for his definitive works on the Passenger Pigeon and the Wild 
Turkey, long after both species had been extirpated from his region. Among many 
of his associates he was Imown as a paper chemist and business executive in paper 
manufacturing. In that career also he was a distinguished member, with many 
patents to his credit. 

A particularly valuable segment of amateurs in ornithology consists of those 
who are competent in the physical sciences and mathematics, talents that are in 
short supply among biologists generally. As among professionals, good ideas often 
emerge where disciplines intersect. 

Here I think first of my friend, the late Frank W. Preston, of Butler, 
Pennsylvania. A glass technologist and mathematician, he approached every bird 
question from a novel, analytical angle, with conclusions that were always out of 
the ordinary. He was a problem solver, intrigued by statistical topics, like the 
mathematical representation of egg shapes, the commonness and rarity of species, 
the distribution of the heights of bird nests, and atmospheric phenomena among 
birds in long-distance flights. At the same time he established and directed a 
consulting firm that did research in glass technology and built testing devices used 
by the glass industry throughout the world. 

Another distinguished example in this category is Crawford Greenewalt, a 
chemical engineer and business executive, whose inventive use of high-speed 
photography led to new insight into hummingbirds, which he treated in a beautiful 
and scholarly book that is a collector's item. His analysis of bird sounds led him to 
examine the mechanism by which birds produce those sounds, and his study of bird 
flight led him to consider the relationship between size and shape of birds and the 
aerodynamics of flapping flight. He addressed each of these topics in monographs 
that are highly respected by scientists. During a part of this time he was the 
president of DuPont de Nemours of Wilmington, Delaware. 

Such examples ought to inspire birders to ask themselves if they have special 
talents in other fields that might be brought to bear on ornithological problems. 

Finally, I mention with gratitude the legion of anonymous birders who are 
the foot soldiers of ornithology. No large cooperative project would be possible 
without them—censusing, banding, preparing of atlases, and building the historical 
records of each locality. Their names seldom occur in bibliographies. They are the 
unknown soldiers of this science. 
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Thus, in summary, I have enumerated some examples of amateurs who 
have found a niche in ornithology where they can perform valued service: (1) the 
keepers of the local records; (2) people who made particular birds their own through 
life history studies; (3) editors who have guided local and regional journals through 
decades; (4) library scholars combing the archives for historical information; (5) 
people with training in the physical sciences and mathematics who have turned this 
knowledge to the benefit of ornithology; and (6) the legion of anonymous helpers 
who make all large cooperative projects possible. 

—Harold F. Mayfield, 1162 Nannette Drive, 

Toledo, OH 43614 


NOCTURNAL ROOSTING BY INTERIOR 
LEAST TERNS EARLY IN THE NESTING SEASON 

Atwood (1986) described nocturnal communal roosting by the California Least 
Tern {Sterna antillarum hrowni). Such behavior has not been described in other Least 
Tern subspecies (Whitman, 1988). 

Nocturnal roosting by Interior Least Terns {Sterna antillarum athalassos) was 
observed on each of three evenings between 23 and 31 May 1989 and once on 15 May 
1990 when we observed a known nesting location. Least Terns congregated 
immediately before sunset and started flying in pairs or small groups with much 
vocalization. Occasionally all birds joined into one compact flock exhibiting 
synchronized flight as observed by Atwood (1986). With fading light, the birds 
joined in synchronized flight and made one to three low sweeps over the roosting 
area with individuals dropping out to land on each sweep. Least Terns were spaced 
from 0.3 to 1.0 m apart in the roosting area within loose groups. Upon landing birds 
began preening with continued vocalization. Approximately 1 to 2 minutes after 
the last bird landed, vocalizations and preening ceased. Silence and inactivity 
continued past dark. Examination of the roost in daylight revealed evenly spaced 
scrapes in the substrate. Least Terns were also observed roosting in depressions 
made by tire tracks within the roosting area. 

Our observations of night roosting were at a group of inactive sand and 
gravel pits near Elm Creek, Buffalo County, Nebraska (NEV 4 , NI/ 2 , sec. 16, RISW, 
T8N). The roosting area was located in a depression 42 m by 70 m, with the outer 
rim ranging from 0.25 to 1.5 m above the depression floor. The floor was relatively 
level and had a predominantly gravel substrate. The roost site may have afforded 
some degree of wind protection. Nesting occurred at other sites within the sand pit 
complex, but not within the area used for nocturnal roosting. Nests were located on 
sandy substrates, 115-460 m from the roosting location. 

The number of Least Terns observed roosting exceeded the number of nesting 
birds that we observed in both the sand pit complex and on a nearby reach of the 
Platte River 1.5 km to the north. On 25 May 1989, we observed 52 Least Terns, 
including three in sub-adult plumage. Twelve nests were later seen within the sand 
pit complex; additionally, we found one nest on the river. These 13 nests accounted 
for only 26 birds. Because communal nocturnal roosting took place early in the 
nesting season, adult Least Terns not accounted for during nesting in the Elm Creek 
vicinity may have nested in other colonies or have been non-breeding birds. 
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Nocturnal roosting away from nesting areas before egg laying may reduce predation 
within colonies during nesting (Atwood, 1986). 

Piping Plovers {Charadrius melodus) were also observed roosting with Least 
Terns in 1989 and 1990. The greatest number of Piping Plovers was observed on 31 
May 1989 when six were dispersed among 30 roosting Least Terns. This was 
probably a significant proportion of Piping Plovers in the area, because only four 
Piping Plover nests were located within the sand pit complex, and none were 
located on the nearby reach of the Platte River. Piping Plovers and Least Terns 
require similar nesting habitat and frequently nest within the same colony. Use of 
the same night roost by both species further indicates similar habitat requirements. 

References 

Atwood, J.L. (1986). Delayed nocturnal occupation of breeding colonies by least terns 
{Sterna antillarum). Auk, 103, 242-244. 

Whitman, P.L. (1988). Biology and conservation of the endangered interior least tern: A 
literature review. (U.S. Fish and Wildl. Serv. Biol. Rep. 88(3)). Washington, 
DC; U.S. Government Printing Office. 

—Erika C . Wilson, Wayne A. Hubert, and Stanley H. 
Anderson, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Wyoming 
Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit, Box 3166, 
University Station, Laramie, Wyoming 82071. 


Confirmed whooping Crane Sightings, 1942-1982 

Since 1983, The Nebraska Bird Review has published the USFWS Whooping Crane 
migration report for both spring and fall. The following is data provided by Wally 
Jobman of USFWS on confirmed sightings of Whooping Cranes in Nebraska. The 
period covered is 1942 through 1982. It is hoped that the account of the sightings 
here will aid crane researchers. 

The USFWS definition of a confirmed sighting is noted in NBR 56:79. 
Researchers interested in other crane data should consult issues of the NBR starting 
in 1983 for complete data since that period. For further information, interested 
parties should contact Wally Jobman, USFWS, Fish and Wildlife Enhancement, 
NE/KS Field Office, 203 W. Second Street, Grand Island, NE 68801. 


Date 

Number/Age 

County 

4/7/42 

3 birds 

Dawson 

4/4/43 

1 birds 

Buffalo 

Fall 1946 

not recorded 

Dawson 

11/13-14/46 

not recorded 

Garden 

4/19-20/47 

4 adults; 

1 imm. 

Lincoln 

10/13-19/49 

2 birds 

Garden 

5/4/50 

1 bird 

Dawson 

5/20-6/18/50 

1 bird 

Phelps 

7/16-23/50 

1 bird 

Morrill 

4/25/57 

3 birds 

Keya Paha 

4/28/58 

3 birds 

Lincoln 

10/26/59 

2 birds 

Phelps 


Exact Location Noted 

Lexington. 

4 miles west of Kearney bridge on Platte River. 
3 miles east of Gothenburg, 
near Lewellen. 

3 miles east of North Platte. 

Head of Lake McConaughy. 
near Platte River at Overton. 

Bertrand. 

Bridgeport. 

2.5 miles west of Meadville on Niobrara River, 
south and west of North Platte. 

6 miles south, 5 miles east of Overton. 
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Date 

Number/Age 

County 

Exact Location Noted 

10/17/60 

3 birds 

Harlan 

2 miles south, 2 miles west of Wilcox. T4N, R17W, S2 & 3. 
Family group. 

10/23-25/64 

2 adults; 

2 juvenile 

Keith 

5.5 miles east of Lewellen, head of Lake McConaughy. 

4/14-19/65 

2 adults; 

2 juvenile 

Logan 

2.5 miles south, 1 mile east of Gandy. Roost T17N, R26W, 
S35;fedTl7N, R27W, S28. 

10/19/65 

3 birds 

Rock 

north of Bassett on Niobrara River. 

10/6/66 

2 birds 

Custer 

6 miles west, 2.5 miles south of Merna. T17N, R22W, SI8. 
Geiser farm. 

10/20-21/66 

3 adults; 

2 juvenile 

Hamilton 

6 miles northeast of Phillips, Platte River. T12N, R7W, 
S29andTllN.R8W,Sl4. 

10/11/67 

2 birds 

Gosper 

3 miles south of Bertrand, Peterson WPA. Probable T6N, 
R21W,S13. 

4/10/68 

2 birds 

Rock 

16 miles south, 2 miles east of Bassett (wet meadow). 

10/3/69 

1 bird 

Rock 

.5 mile west of Cams, flying east along Niobrara River. 

Likely T32N, R19W, S24. 

4/10/70 

2 birds 

Franklin 

4 miles south of Upland. 

10/31/71 

5 birds 

Sherman 

4 miles west of Rockville. 

10/26-11/10/71 

2 adults; 

1 juvenile 

Kearney 

3 miles south, 5 miles east of Axtell. T 6 N, R15W, Si9, SE V 4 . 

11/3/72 

2 adults; 

1 juvenile 

Kearney 

2 miles south, 4 miles west of Minden. 

4/11/73 

2 birds 

Franklin 

3 miles south, 1 mile east of Upland. T4N, R14W, S35 or 

36. 

6 miles east of Purdum, North Loup River. T24N, R25W, 

SI5, NEV 4 . 

5/3/73 

2 birds 

Blaine 

10/19/73 

3 birds 

Adams 

1.5 miles south, 1 mile east of Kenesaw. T17N, R12W, S2. 

4/8/74 

4 birds 

Buffalo 

4 miles north, .5 mile west of Shelton. TlON, R13W, S2 and 
11 . 

3 miles north, 1.5 miles east of Funk. T 6 N, R17W, S2. 

10/25/74 

2 birds 

Phelps 

10/29/74 

8 birds 

Brown 

13 miles north, 5 miles east of Ainsworth on Niobrara River. 
T32N, R20W,S19. 

10/29/74 

3 adults; 

1 juvenile 

Thomas 

3 miles west of Halsey on Middle Loup River. T22N, 

R25W, S 8 . 

10/31-11/1/74 

2 birds 

Kearney 

2 miles east of Minden 1-80 exchange on Platte River. T 8 N, 
R14W. S16. 

4/12-14/75 

2 birds 

Blaine 

9 miles east of Brewster on North Loup River. T23N, 

R21W, S25. 

4/17-19/75 

9 birds 

Phelps 

Funk Basin, 3 miles north 1.5 miles east of Funk. When 
hazed 7 to Platte River, other 2 went back near Funk Basin. 
Two hazed again, went to Platte River. 

4/20/75 

5 birds 

Phelps 

.5 mile east of Odessa bridge on Platte River. T 8 N, R17W, 
S22. 

4/4-5/76 

2 birds 

Hitchcock 

West end of Swanson Reservoir. 

10/23/76 

2 adults; 

1 juvenile 

Frontier 

Hugh Butler Reservoir, 10 miles north, 2 miles west of 
McCook. 

3/29/77 

1 bird 

Buffalo 

2 miles east of Hwy. 10 Platte River Bridge. West end of 
Audubon Sanctuary. 

10/23-27/77 

2 birds 

Buffalo 

Tl IN, R13W, S33. 7 miles north, 2.5 miles west of Shelton. 

11/3/77 

3 adults; 

1 juvenile 

Rock 

T32N, R20 W, S22, SEV 4 , NEV 4 , on Niobrara River. 

11/4-7/77 

1 bird 

Cherry 

T30N, R28W, S22, Valentine NWR. 

10/17/78 

4 birds 

Furnas 

4 miles north, 5 miles west of Oxford. T4N, R 21 W, S7, 

SEV 4 . 

10/22-23/78 

2 birds 

Cherry 

14 miles west, 2 miles south of Merriman. T34N, R40W, 


S23, NEV 4 . SEV 4 . 
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Date 

Number/Age 

County 

10/23-25/78 

5 birds 

Grant 

4/8-9/79 

4 birds 

Phelps 

4/16/79 

2 adults; 

1 juvenile 

Cheyenne 

10/30/79 

7 birds 
(1 young) 

Cherry 

4/2/80 

2 birds 

Kearney 

4/7/80 

7 birds 

Phelps 

4/13/80 

7 birds 

Cherry 

4/17/80 

2 birds 

Buffalo/ 

Kearney 

4/18/80 

2 birds 

Buffalo/ 

Kearney 

4/19/80 

7 birds 

Buffalo 

4/3/81 

3 birds 

Cherry 

10/19-20/81 

2 birds 

Sherman 

10/22-23/81 

3 birds 

Cherry 

10/23-24/81 

3 birds 

Custer 

10/23/81 

2 birds 

Cherry 

10/23-24/81 

2 birds 

Buffalo 

4/15-17/82 

2 birds 

Custer 

10/12/82 

1 bird 

Adams 

10/29/82 

3 birds 

Rock 

10 / 29/82 

3 birds 

Clay 

10/29/82 

not recorded 

Rock 

10/29-30/82 

4 birds 

Brown 

10/30-11/1/82 

3 birds 

Holt 

11/1-2/82 

5 birds 
(1 juvenile) 

Brown 


Exact Location Noted 

2 miles east, 2 miles north of Whitman. T24N, R36W, SlO, 

SWV 4 . 

6 miles northwest of Holdrege. Moses Hill Basin. T 6 N, 
R19W, S3. 

4 miles south, 9.5 miles east of Gurley. T15N, R48W, SI4, 

SV2. 

.25 mile upstream from Cornell Dam on Niobrara River. 
T34N, R27W, S34, NWV 4 , NWV 4 .[«£]- 

5.5 miles south, 2 miles west of Minden. T5N, R15W, SI 1, 

W/2. 

1.5 miles north, .5 mile east of Funk. T6N, R17W, S15. 
Along eastern boundary of Valentine NWR. T29N, R26W, 
S23, NW 1 / 4 . 

Audubon Refuge on Platte River southeast of Kearney. 

1 mile east of Minden exchange (1-80) on Platte River. 

Flying along Platte River straight south of Kearney. 

2 miles west of Wood Lake 

3 miles east of Rockville on Middle Loup River. 

Gordon Creek. T29N, R31W. 

Pond on Wood River drainage near Oconto. 

Duck Lake. T26N, R29W, Si. 

9 miles west of Pleasanton on South Loup River. Possibly 
same 2 as Duck Lake sighting. T 12 N, R17W, S26, NWV 4 . 

8 miles south, .5 mile west of Arnold. T16N, R25W, S32, 
NW 1 / 4 , SEV 4 . 

5 miles west of Hastings with Sandhill Cranes. 

Niobrara River, 3 miles west of Cams. 

1 mile northeast of Fairfield, Hissinger Lagoon, T 6 N, 
R7W, S34. 

3.5 miles east of Bassett north of Hwy. 20. 

Niobrara River, 2 miles upstream from Norden bridge. 

45 miles north of Burwell near Dora Lake. Family group. 
12 miles south of Ainsworth. 


Fall 1990 Occurrence report: Update 

The following provides an update of avian occurrences between July 1 and 
December 31, 1990. Sources used include additional reports from NOU members; 
the "Southern Great Plains Region" report in American Birds, Winter 1990 and 
Spring 1991 issues; Iowa Bird Life field reports (for those boundaries which the states 
share; and two NOU Newsletters (J/F/M 1991 and August 1990 [which was 
overlooked in March]). 

This compilation of materials, as well as the main body of the occurrence 
report, is meant as a resource for all who wish to do scientific research on Nebraska 
avifauna. I invite all those keeping records in Nebraska to send reports to me 
(see address on front cover) for inclusion in the Spring Occurrence Report in the 
September NBR. Records of numbers, breeding, and commenting on regularity of 
occurrence are very welcome^ In the following report, which follows the same 
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structure as the county-by-county report in the March NBR, full scholarly 
documentation is provided where appropriate. Any new addition to the occurrence 
report, whether a county visited or a species, is denoted by this symbol: (). 

In-state —Grzybowski (1991) listed one Rufous Hummingbird (^) sighting in the 
state for this period. Further information will be sought. This is the only record for 
the state for this period. 

Dawes County —The following species were reported in American Birds by Richard C. 
and Dorothy J. Rosche of Chadron: Common Loon, July 20; immature Mississippi 
Kite, July 26; Marbled Godwit {()), "an adult rigorously defending two downy young" 
may be the first nesting record in the state (no date given); Caspian Tern, July 18; 
immature, male Broad-tailed Hummingbird, September 18; Evening Grosbeak, 
oversummered in county, apparently still present in November (Grzybowski, 1990; 
Grzybowski, 1991). 

Box Butte County {(}) —The Rosches found Cassin's Sparrow on June 29, and 
singing Savannah Sparrows in late June (Grzybowski, 1990). Though not in the 
specific time frame, these sightings are noted because of their rarity. 

Morrill County (^)—The Rosches reported a Cinnamon Teal with 4 young on July 
26 (Grzybowski, 1990). 

Sheridan County (^)—In late June, the Rosches reported singing Savannah 
Sparrows (Grzybowsld, 1990). On October 27, they noted a Surf Scoter (Grzybowski, 
1991). 

Garden County ($)—The following species were reported in American Birds: 
Richard and Dorothy Rosche reported two downy young Western Grebe on July 7; 
many Eared Grebe nests found in early July; and a Canvasback with eight downy 
young on July 6 (Grzybowski, 1990). Graham Chisholm reported a Snowy Egret on 
August 22 (GrzybowsM, 1991). 

Cherry County —The Rosches reported many Eared Grebe nests in early July and 
identified a Clark's Grebe (0) "at close range" on July 12 (Grzybowski, 1990). 

Keith County — ^The Rosches reported the following sightings: JULY 27—1 Snowy 
Egret, 1 Greater White-fronted Goose, 1 or 2 Snow Geese, 2600 Baird's Sandpipers (at 
Lake McConaughy), Red-eyed Vireo; JULY 28—16 California Gulls; SEPTEMBER 13— 
Great Egret; OCTOBER 12—Fox Sparrow; NOVEMBER 9—9 California Gulls and a late 
Gray Catbird; NOVEMBER 24—50 Greater Scaup at Keystone Lake in a larger flock of 
Lessers, a Black Scoter ($), and a late Virginia Rail (Grzybowski, 1990; Grzybowski, 
1991 ). 

Hooker County (0)—A male Ring-necked Duck was spotted by the Rosches on 
August 10 (Grz^owski, 1990). 
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MacPherson County (0)—The Rosches reported 18 Trumpeter Swans on October 
12 (Grzybowski, 1991). 

Lincoln County—The Rosches reported two Bohemian Waxwings {()) on 
November 9 (Grzybowski, 1991). 

Logan County {()) —A Winter Wren was reported on October 13 by the Rosches 
(Grzybowski, 1991). 

Harlan County (0)—Mr. and Mrs. Russell Smith reported an Inca Dove (0) 
frequenting their yard in Orleans starting in early December 1990. Further details 
will be forthcoming (Johnson-Mueller, 1991). 

Howard County {()) —^Bill Lemburg sighted an American Woodcock (^). The bird 
was seem on his farm, near the pen where geese are kept. He saw the bird seven 
times between July 6 and July 18. This was Lemburg's first sighting of Woodcock in 
Howard County. 

Hall County—Tom Labedz reported a Great Egret on August 11 (Grzybowski, 1991). 
Gary Lingle spotted a Common Loon and a Little Blue Heron near the Alda/1-80 
interchange on August 1 (Johnson-Mueller, 1990). 

Boone County ($)—Mitzi Fox reported Rock Wren near Albion from October 16 to 
23. Identification confirmation was made by Wayne Mollhoff (Johnson-Mueller, 
1991). 

Cedar County (0)—Surf Scoter was spotted by B.J. Rose on October 23 at Gavin's 
Point Dam (Grzybowski, 1991). 

Wayne County (0)—Two reports of Gyrfalcon (^), one by Duane Wolff on 
November 23, 1990, six miles north of Hosldns, and one by Doc and Isolde Cutshall 
about two weeks before this date and about a mile from this site (Johnson-Mueller, 
1991). 

Seward County—^John Andersen of the Army Corps of Engineers sighted two Black¬ 
billed Magpies in the last week of December at Twin Lakes Qohnson-Mueller, 1991). 

Dodge County (0)—Tom Labedz spotted a Red-shouldered Hawk and Great Egrets 
on August 11 (Johnson-Mueller, 1990) 

Lancaster County—^B.J. Rose sighted a flock of 150 Great-tailed Grackles on October 
19 and 20 (Grzybowski, 1991). Norma Johnson-Mueller reported two Least Terns 
and more than 100 Black Terns at Branched Oak Lake on August 3 (Johnson- 
Mueller, 1990). 

Washington County—210,000 Snow Geese were reported at DeSoto NWR by Erv 
Klaas on November 14 (Kent, Fuller, and Bendorf, 1991). 
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Douglas County—BJ. Rose reported a Prairie Falcon on November 18 (Grzybowski, 
1991). 

Sarpy County—^Jim and Sandy Kovanda reported a Great Egret in Fontenelle Forest 
on September 3 (Grzybowski, 1991). lone and A1 Werthman had Acadian Flycatcher 
most of the summer in the Forest, the last one reported on September 3 
(Grzybowski, 1990; Grzybowski, 1991). Ross Silcock reported a Gray Catbird on 
October 20, and also found a MacGillivray's Warbler in Fontenelle Forest (no date 
noted). This would be an outstanding record, and more information is being 
sought. 

Rick Wright reported the following sightings, which do not include any 
Christmas Count data, for the last days of December: Mallard—2000+ on the 25th 
near Ashland; Common Goldeneye, 10-14 on the 31st in Fontenelle Forest (FF); 
Sharp-shinned Hawk—adult, probably male, on the 23rd; American Kestrel—up to 
10 between Bellevue and Ralston in the period from the 22nd through January 2nd, 
Rick also noted that Kestrels "seem[ed] uncommon"; Mourning Dove—2 on the 31st 
near Springfield; Belted Kingfisher—one on the 31st in FF; Brown Creeper, one on 
the 27th; Winter Wren—one on the 31st in FF; Carolina Wren—two on the 31st in 
FF; American Robin—up to 50 per day in FF during last week of December; Oregon 
Junco—6 on the 23rd in FF [Rick noted the need for more careful recording of 
Oregon Juncos in Nebraska; I concur. Any notes on their occurrence are 
appreciated]; Swamp Sparrow—one on the 27th and two on the 31st, all in FF. 
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1991 NOU ANNUAL MEETING 

The 90th Annual Meeting of the Nebraska Ornithologists" Union took place in 
Grand Island, Nebraska, on May 17 to 19, 1991. Activities, hosted by the Grand 
Island Audubon Society, centered around the Holiday Inn in Grand Island where 
programs, meetings, and the annual banquet were held. 

Friday night of the meeting the usual slide show took place, followed by a 
showing of the Nebraska PBS program Last of the Rainwater Basins, which featured 
NOU members Lee Morris and Paul Johnsgard. Saturday's highlight was the 
banquet speaker Toby Lemburg, who presented a paper on the game bird operations 
run by his family. Toby, 13 years old, showed slides of the birds, equipment, and 
operations of his father's and grandfather's farms. Tours of the farms were 
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conducted as part of the weekend's activities, which were held under overcast and 
misty conditions. 

The business meeting took place Saturday night following the banquet. 
Officers' reports were given, and Scott Purdy announced the initial plans with 
regard to the Fall Field Day. The following increases in dues and subscriptions, 
made to defray increased costs in printing the Newsletter and the NBR, were 
announced (old rates in parentheses): 

Dues: Student, $8.00 ($3.00); Active, $10.00 ($7.00); Family, $15.00 ($10.00); 

Sustaining, $20.00 ($15.00); Family Sustaining, $25.00 ($20.00); Life, $150.00 ($100.00) 
Subscription Rates: Single Copy—In USA, $4.00 ($3.00); all other countries, $5.00 
($4.00); Annual Rates—USA, $12.50 ($10.00); Canada and Mexico, $15.00 ($12.50); 
subscriptions to all other countries will be handled on a case-by-case basis at present. 
All dues and subscription changes are effective January 1, 1992 

Much debate centered on the by-laws revision sent to NOU members. 
Amendments to the revised by-laws were suggested and made, and further 
discussion with regard to the proposed changes will take place at the next Annual 
Meeting. 

The final item of the evening was election of new officers. The following 
officers have been selected: President, Norma Johnson-Miieller; Vice President, 
Scott Purdy; Treasurer, Alice Kenitz; Secretary, Scott Jensen; Librarian, Tom Labedz. 
Gary Lingle continues to serve on the Board of Directors as Past President. The 
position of Editor of the NBR for the volume starting January 1, 1992, is currently 
vacant; Ray Korpi will serve out his term to year's end, and all materials for the 
Review should be sent to him [Ed.'s note: I will happy to discuss this position with 
any interested parties]. 

The meeting concluded Sunday noon with a bird tally and door prizes. A list 
of 131 species was tallied in seven different counties during the meeting. An afghan 
crocheted by Janet Korpi was raffled off and won by Pearl Lemburg. 

This report was compiled frorn information provided by R. G. and Margaret 
Cortelyou, meeting minutes provided' by Secretary Alice Rushton, and the bird tally 
provided by Scott Purdy (due to space limitation, the lists will be printed withe the 
fall occurrence report). It is hoped that the minutes of the Business Meeting will be 
printed in a later issue after final proofing. 

NOTES 

Some Nest Box Observations. The following are some observations on nests of 
species who use bluebird boxes in the Gering area. Anyone else working on a 
bluebird prbject who would like to add their observations in a future NBR is invited 
to do so. 

Bluebirds make a nest that consists primarily of grasses. There are seldom 
any feathers. Well-used ones are plastered with droppings, although I suppose the 
droppings could also come if they use the box for roosting in bad weather. As far as I 
know there is no way to tell the difference between Mountain and Eastern Bluebird 
nests, and we do have both species here—could even have hybrids, I suppose. 
Chickadees have the neatest nest that is rather flat but very soft, made of a lot of 
mosses and animal fur and hair. Again, seldom a feather. 

Then there is the House Wren. From what I have read, the male arrives first 
and fills available holes full of sticks. Then the female arrives and picks the site she 
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wants. She may build the actual nest on top of the sticks, or she may take all of the 
sticks out and start over again—even using the same sticks. So we find a lot ol 
houses with what I call 'dummy nests' that are just a bunch of sticks. Sometimes 
the whole house is full and some of the sticks are surprisingly large—you wondei 
how the bird can manage to get the stick into the right position to get it into the 
hole. The actual nests can be quite lovely things made of hair and grasses and many 
times containing feathers. The feathers aren't usually wren feathers, many I have 
found appear to be small turkey feathers, but I could be wrong in that. It is always 
fun to see what is in the houses. Once in a while we find a wren nest built on top ol 
a bluebird nest, and we have found a bluebird nest built on top of another bluebird 
nest. 

—Alice Kenitz, HC 50, Box 38-B, Gering, NE 69341 

Red Crossbill Behavior. Red Crossbills are common here in central Nebraska, but I 
thought the following interesting. 8 Red Crossbills (possibly more) choose to feed at 
my niger finch feeder. With the tiny holes on the feeder and the bulky crossbills, 
the birds had to open its mouth and get the tiny seeds out with their pink tongues. 
About half of them feed by hanging upside down on the posts of the feeder. I felt 
that this was unusual as a larger feeder with larger bird seed was available some 10 
feet away [Ed.--note dated April 13,1991]. 

—Helen Seim, 415 E. 20th, Grand Island, NE 68801 

Turkey Vulture Behavior. On Sunday, April 14, 1991, we saw a large Turkey 
Vulture on a fence post right along Highway 92, about 4 miles east of Rising City, 
Nebraska. He had his wings spread in a draped effect. I figure he was sunning 
himself. He kept looking at us over his shoulder. I had my camera and snapped 
three quick photos. He wasn't too excited about us. He then folded his wings and 
just looked at us. A dead skunk lay on the slow lane of the road. It was a fresh road 
kill, but he never ate it. The skunk was still there when we came back late in the 
day. 

—Carol Krupicka, Box 185, Rising City, NE 68658 

Editor's note: Turkey Vultures will sun themselves using wing spreading like this 
to help warm themselves on cooler days. Davis (1983) also notes that that wing 
spreading is also part of the Turkey Vulture's premating ritual around the nest site. 

If you observe interesting bird behavior, send in a note. It is observations like 
Carol Krupicka's and Helen Seim's that give biologists clues to bird behavior. 
Source: Davis, D. Breeding behavior of turkey vultures. Vulture biology and 
management. Eds. S. R. Wilbur and J. A. Jackson. Berkeley; University of California 
Press, 1983. p. 271-286. 

Bald Eagle Hatchling. On May 18,1991, the Omaha World-Herald reported the 
hatching of a single eaglet in a Bald Eagle nest on the Platte River somewhere 
between Fremont and Ashland. Nebraska Game and Parks officials had been 
keeping a close eye on the nest for several weeks and are keeping the precise 
location a secret so that the nest is not disturbed. It is hoped that a further report can 
be obtained for future publication. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Dr. Scott Nielsen. A Season with Eagles. Stillwater, MN: Voyageur Press. 96 pp., 70 
color photographs, index. $21.95 hardcover. 

This is a photographic record, with textual commentary, of a Bald Eagle's nest in 
Wisconsin, from the arrival of the pair in the spring to the departure of the birds in 
the fall. Dr. Nielsen gave up dentistry for taxidermy and photography. In pursuit of 
the latter, he obtained the necessary permissions and built a blind in a tree 220 yards 
from a known nest, installed a 50-pound telephoto lens, and memorized the climb 
to the blind (he had to get in and out in the dark). Fortunately, the Eagles elected to 
use the nest that year, so we have a very interesting photographic and textual record 
of an Eagle's nest. It should be of particular interest to members of NOU because of 
this year's hatching of a Bald Eagle in Nebraska—the first hatching in Nebraska in 
this century, and one of the few on record in all time (Ducey, Nebraska Birds, Breeding 
Status and Distribution). 

—R. G. Cortelyou, 5109 Underwood Ave., Omaha, NE 
68132 

Jane L. Dorn and Robert D. Dorn. Wyoming Birds. Illustrated by Jane L. Dorn. 140 
pp. Index, some illustrations and charts. Cheyenne, WY: Mountain West 
Publishing, [publisher address: PO Box 1471, zip 82003]. 

Wyoming Birds is the Dorns' guide to finding birds in Wyoming. Using their own 
observations while doing both plant and bird research since 1960, and researching 
sighting information from other sources, the book gives distribution and migration 
data on all species which regularly occur in the state. 

The book is divided up into three primary parts, starting with an introduction 
outlining the Dorns' methods and purposes and including a map of rattlesnake 
distribution in the state provided for birder safety. The second section, which 
encompasses the majority of the book, gives information about each species. These 
accounts are divided up by family with some information given about the typical 
traits of a family, much in the same way that other guides do. Common and 
scientific names are given at the top, and a distribution "map," a graphic table which 
shows a species' status within each latilong is provided (a latilong is an area 
approximately 70 by 50 miles, partitioned according to longitude and latitude; there 
are 28 in Wyoming with some authorial adjustments for geopolitical boundaries). 
Once deciphered using the code in the introduction, this graph can be helpful, 
though constant reference to the map on the back cover is needed. A brief note on 
identification in each section is provided, and similar species are also discussed (the 
Dorns have warned in the first sentence of the book that their guide should be used 
with a more comprehensively illustrated field guide). The next part of the 
species breakdown deals with status and seasonality. This section uses the latilong 
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system, so it does correspond to the graphic illustration above it, and some overall general comments 
are made. Dates are given for migrants and migration peaks. The habitat of the species is then 
noted, and.a brief section on the best places in Wyoming to find the bird concludes each section. 
Interspersed within this section are illustrations and charts which provide useful information about 
identification. 

The last section deals with good places to bird in Wyoming. This is divided up in several 
ways: hotspots for each county (with some good directions and a list of birds to be found provided), 
hotspots in winter, locations of specific habitat, and several general categories (i.e., waterfowl, 
shorebirds). This section of the book comprises of only about 10 percent of the book, and given the 
book's stated purpose, more emphasis on this type of information would have been welcomed. 

This book is the initial product of the Dorns' work on birds in Wyoming, and some portions 
of this fine effort still need refining. On the question of accidental species, the Dorns note that 
determining what is accidental is "somewhat arbitrary" (3); no further note is given on this 
argument. Those species which are determined to be accidental are given only cursory 
acknowledgment: date of sighting and latilong number. For example, the entry for Mississippi Kite 
states "4(6/11/1987)" (25). Further specific information on where to find out about accidentals is not 
given in text. The Dorns do make some effort in the introduction and throughout the text to correct 
mistakes or question ambiguities they have found in identification of rare species. This is certainly 
a valuable item to have in any guide to an area’s bird life. The use of both latilong and county 
designation used does provide some confusion (I found myself doing a bit of flipping to the map on 
the back cover), but given their explanation of atlas projects in Wyoming, this is unavoidable. 
Overall, Wyoming Birds does provide thorough details and directions, and the Dorns' work should 
be appreciated by those interested in Wyoming avifauna. 

Note: In an effort to update their text, the Dorns have requested that readers send 
information about Wyoming birds, especially rare or winter sightings, to them care of the publisher ; 
(address above). Careful documentation is requested for those species of less regular occurrence. 

—Raymond T. Korpi, NW 1340 State #6, Pullman, WA 99163 
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EDITOR'S MESSAGE 


I am pleased to announce that Rosalind Morris of Lincoln will serve as the 
editor of The Nebraska Bird Review for 1992. Dr. Morris brings many years of 
birding experience to the Review and will do a fine job. Dr. Morris officially 
takes over the editorship on January 1, 1992. 

Until that time, I will continue to serve as editor of the NBR. I will 
consider submissions for the December issue up until November 27, 1991 (the 
day before Thanksgiving). After that date, those wishing to contribute articles 
and notes to the NBR should mail them to Rosalind Morris, 3018 'O' Street, 
Lincoln, NE, 68510. 

I regret giving up this position, but 1 must focus more attention on my 
dissertation during the upcoming spring so that I can graduate in May or 
August. I will, however, be assisting Dr. Morris with the March issue. I will 
act as compiler for the occurrence report for the second half of 1991, and thus 
will be sending the occurrence report forms to the reporters around the first 
of December. If you are not a reporter and would like to start, please drop me 
a note, and I'll be glad to send you the forms. My address is listed on the front 
cover. 

You can also contribute significantly to the occurrence report by 
sending me lists from your fall field trips. The occurrence report for the first 
half of 1991 expanded significantly because more members sent me such lists. 
All you need to do is put the date and location of your trip, and I'll compile 
the rest. It needn't be a fancy form; just a handwritten list is fine. Your fellow 
readers will appreciate the contribution. 

I have enjoyed serving you as editor and hope you have enjoyed the 
Review this year. I appreciate all of the notes of encouragement and kind 
remarks people have sent me over this year; it made doing the job even more 
rewarding. Thanks again for the privilege of letting me serve as your editor. 

—Ray Korpi 

DUES AND Subscription information 

The dues listed on the front cover are those for 1992. If you are in arrears for 
1991, please contact Alice Kenitz, NOU Treasurer, HC 50, Box 38-B, Gering, 
NE, 69341 for information on current rates. 

Subscription and single issue rates for The Nebraska Bird Review will also 
increase for the 1992 calendar year (Volume 60). These are as follows. Single 
issues will cost $4.00, postpaid, in the United States, $5.00 elsewhere. 
Subscriptions (on a calendar year basis only) will be $12.50 in the United 
States; $15.00 in Canada and Mexico; and handled on a case-by-case basis 
elsewhere. All back orders and subscription requests, payable in advance, 
should be sent to Thomas E. Labedz, NOU Librarian, W-436 Nebraska Hall, 
University of Nebraska, Lincoln, Nebraska, 68588-0514. 


"Some Birds of the Pony Lake Area of the Eastern Sandhills, Nebraska," copyright 
1991 James E. Ducey and Jerry Schoenenberger. All rights reserved. Article included 
here with author's written permission. 
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SOME Birds of the pony lake area 
OF THE Eastern Sandhills, Nebraska 

A partial survey was made of the bird life in the vicinity of Pony Lake, located 
about 15 miles south of Newport, in portions of sections 17-20, T28N, R17W, Rock 
County. 

Pony Lake was reportedly named according to a legend from "early days" 
when a native American was thrown and killed on its banks by a wild pony (Perkey, 
1982). Originally Pony Lake was reported to be 20 feet deep (lake history based on 
conversations and observations of Jerry Schoenenberger). In the late 1800s, possibly 
1900-1910, a town site was platted on the southwest corner of the lake. Construction 
included a lumberyard and dance pavilion. There was also a dock for a sail boat on 
which rides were given. 
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About 1910, Orley Peterson purchased the lots and surrounding land from the 
various owners and developed a ranch headquarters at the site of Lake City. The 
post office was established 8 June 1910. In the early teens, Oscar Peterson and his 
sons would annually plow a fire break from Pony Lake northeast toward Otter Lake. 
Then one spring day they shoveled out a short way between the lake and the end of 
the fire break, draining Pony Lake to its present level. It was said that the water ran 
out for two years. The post office was discontinued 15 August 1929. 

In 1934 Pony Lake went totally dry from the drought. Corn was planted in the 
lake bottom in 1936. When Chester Schoenenberger moved to Pony Lake from 
Newport in 1947, he wore four-buckle overshoes while hunting pheasants all over 
the lake. Pony Lake refilled in the late 1940s and early 1950s, then in 1956 was nearly 
dry. Ducks were more plentiful then than I have ever seen since. 

Fish have been in the lake in varying amounts and species through the years. 
Since the lake is ditched to the northeast, it eventually connects with the Elkhorn 
River. Fish make their way up the ditch during high water periods. Pony Lake was 
almost all covered with vegetation after it refilled in the late 1950s. Then carp came 
up from the Elkhorn, and today there is such a large population of carp, that the 
only vegetation is cattails and bulrushes around the perimeter. The water is very 
muddy and there is almost no food, i.e. duckweed, for waterfowl . 

The maximum water depth currently is about five feet. The lake bottom 
which was originally white sand has become silted in to a depth of 18 to 24 inches in 
some places. Pony Lake is about 330 acres in size with a mean recorded depth of 
about 24 inches and a maximum depth of about 36 inches (McCarraher, 1977). 

List of Species 

The annotated list is the species seen in the Pony Lake area, the date observed and 
numbers seen enclosed in brackets. Records are from three visits by Ducey, and 
records throughout the summer and fall kept by Schoenenberger (who had just 
really started to watch birds) while doing ranch chores. 


Species 

American White Pelican 


Notes on its Status in the Pony Lake area 

28 April {6}, 14 May {20}, 26 July {6}; numbers vary 
all summer with 500+ birds at times; birds leave 
in late summer (August). 

Summer visitor. 

2 June {!}; summer resident. 

2 June {!}; summer visitor. 


Double-crested Cormorant 
American Bittern 
Great Blue Heron 
Cattle Egret 

Black-crowned Night Heron 
Canada Goose 


2 June {!}; summer visitor. 

28 April {6}; 2 June {22 inch young}; 1 August {36}; 
24 Nov. {500+}. 

28 April {4}; 2 June {one}; present when open 
water available; summer resident. 

2 June {one}; seasonal visitor. 

2 June {pair}; summer resident. 

28 April {four}; seasonal visitor. 

28 April {one}. 

23-26 November and 28 November {one adult}. 

28 April {one}. 


^ juiic \i/, auiiiULCi V 

2June{l}; 21-22 July. 


Mallard 


Northern Pintail 
Blue-winged Teal 
Northern Shoveler 
Gadwall 
Bald Eagle 


Northern Harrier 
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Swainson's Hawk 
Red-tailed Hawk 
American Kestrel 
Ring-necked Pheasant 

Greater Prairie-Chicken 
Sharp-tailed Grouse 

Wild Turkey 

Northern Bobwhite 

Killdeer 

Willet 

Upland Sandpiper 

Long-billed Dowitcher 
Common Snipe 
Wilson's Phalarope 
Herring Gull 
Forster's Tern 
Mourning Dove 
Great Horned Owl 
Common Nighthawk 
Western Kingbird 
Eastern Kingbird 
Horned Lark 
Barn Swallow 

Blue Jay 
American Crow 
Black-capped Chickadee 
Marsh Wren 


American Robin 
Loggerhead Shrike 
Common Yellowthroat 
Vesper Sparrow 
Lark Sparrow 
Savannah Sparrow 
Bobolink 

Red-winged Blackbird 
Eastern Meadowlark 
Western Meadowlark 
Yellow-headed Blackbird 
Common Crackle 


2 June {one}; summer resident. 

Permanent resident. 

28 April {one}; permanent resident. 

28 April,; 2 June; population of 25-30 birds in area 
south of the lake; young noted in late June. 

28 April; population of 30-40. 

permanent resident; fewer numbers than Greater 

Prairie-Chicken. 

2 June; population of nine on south side of the 
lake in ranch area. 

Occasionally heard in the area; may nest some 
years. 

28 April, 2 June {young to north}; common 
summer resident. 

28 April {one}, 8 May {two}, 2 June {copulating 
pair}. 

2 June {pairs}; very common summer nesting 
resident. 

28 April {two}. 

Summer resident. 

8 May {six}, 2 June {two}; uncommon migrant. 

28 April {four} (1990: J.E. Ducey). 

28 April {two}. 

28 April, 2 June; common summer resident. 
Permanent resident. 

2 June, 7 July; summer resident. 

2 June; summer resident. 

2 June; summer resident. 

2 June. 

2 June; many nesting birds on buildings at Pony 
Lake. 

Permanent resident. 

28 April, 2 June {19}; permanent resident. 
Permanent resident. 

2 June; Pony Lake was the site of a comparison of 
songs for the eastern and western races of Marsh 
Wrens (NBR 56:40-42). 

2 June, 26 July; present all summer. 

Permanent resident. 

2 June, 26 July; uncommon summer resident. 

28 April. 

28 April. 

28 April. 

22 May {one}; common summer resident. 

28 April, 2 June; common summer resident. 

2 June. 

28 April, 2 June; common summer resident. 

28 April, 2 June. 

28 April; common nesting resident. 
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Brown-headed Cowbird 
Northern Oriole 
American Goldfinch; 
House Sparrow: 


28 April. 

29 July {pair}; summer resident. 

May 6 {one}; permanent resident. 

Resident year-round; nests in ranch'buildipgs. 


References ‘ 

McCarraher, D.B. (1977). Nebraska's Sandhills lakes. Lincoln: Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission. ' 

Perkey, E. (1982). Perkey's Nebraska place names. Vol. 28. Lincoln, NE: Nebraska 
State Historical Society. ' 


—Jim Ducey 
1210 South 25th Street 
Lincoln, NE 68502 


Jerry Schoenenberger 
HC78, Box 124 
Bassett, NE 68714 


EAGLES 

For the past three years, the Central Nebraska Public Power District has operated an 
Eagle Viewing Center at our J-2 Hydropower plant south of Lexington, and this past 
year below Kingsley Dam on Lake Ogallala. 

The following are some results recorded at the sites; 

At J-2 Hydroplant: 

January 1990 —Observations were recorded on 23 days. 263 birds were sighted for a 
daily average of 11.4 per day. The highest count was 20 birds on January 2. 

February 1990 —Observations were recorded on 15 days. 28 birds were sighted for a 
daily average of 1.9 per day. The highest count was 16 birds on February 26. 

January 1991 —Observations were recorded on 19 days. 254 birds were sighted for a 
daily average of 13.4 per day. The highest count was 26 birds on January 20. 

February 1991 —Observations were recorded on 8 days. 52 birds were sighted for a 
daily average of 6.4 per day. The highest count was 17 birds on February 1. 

At Lake Ogallala: 

January 1991 —Observations were recorded on 27 days. 1121 birds were sighted for a 
daily average of 41.6 per day. The highest count was 103 birds on January 22. 
February 1991 —Observations were recorded on 18 days. 355 birds were sighted for a 
daily average of 19.7 per day. The highest count was 62 birds on February 1. 

Records of Eagle Sightings 

J-2 Hydroplant Lake Ogallala 

near Lexington Below Kingsley Dam 


Dates 

Jan 1990 

Feb 1990 

Jan 1991 

Feb 1991 

Jan 1991 

Feb 1991 

1 

NA 

NA 

NA 

17 

13 

62 

2 

20 

NA 

NA 

NA 

16 

NA 

3 

NA 

' NA 

NA 

NA 

24 

NA 

4 

8 

NA 

3 

NA 

18 

36 
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5 

11 

NA 

4 

7 

24 

42 

6 

5 

NA 

6 

5 

19 

NA 

7 

i . 6 

4 

NA 

5 

13 

45 

8 

6 

2 

NA 

6 

12 

54 

9 

NA 

1 

NA 

6 

30 

NA 

10 

NA 

1 

6 

3 

NA 

NA ■ 

11 

8 

6 

10 

NA 

39 

8 

12 

14 

2 

9 

NA 

38 

18 

13 

16 

NA 

9 

NA 

33 

14 

14 

12 

NA 

NA 

3 

39 

11 

15 

14 

1 

NA 

NA 

38 

10 

16 

6 

1 

NA 

NA 

39 

NA 

17 

15 

2 

19 

NA 

71 

NA 

18 

13 

2 

13 

NA 

42 

12 

19 

10 

NA 

NA 

NA 

43 

7 

20 

12 

NA 

26 

NA 

72 

10 

21 

12 

0 

23 

NA 

62 

16 

22 

NA 

1 

NA 

NA 

103 

NA 

23 

9 

2 

NA 

NA 

66 

NA 

24 

12 

1 

18 

NA 

63 

NA 

25 

17 

2 

15 

NA 

52 

5 

26 

11 

16 

14 

NA 

NA 

5 

27 

14 

NA 

22 

NA 

NA 

0 

28 

7 

NA 

NA 

NA 

52 

0 

29 

NA 

- 

9 

- 

48 

- 

30 

NA 

- 

24 

- 

51 

- 

31 

NA 

- 

13 

- 

NA 

- 

Totals 

263 

28 

254 

52 ■ 

1121 

355 

Daily 

Aver. 

11.4 

1.9 

13.4 

6.4 

41.6 

19.7 


The District plans to operate the viewing centers at both locations next winter 
starting on or about December 1. Photography blinds will be available for use on a 
pre-scheduled basis. Individuals using the blinds will be expected to enter the blind 
well before sunup and stay in the blind until bird activity ceases (usually after noOn). 
For information and scheduling, contact Jay Maher, Central Nebraska Public Power 
and Irrigation District, 4th and Lincoln, Holdrege, NE, 68949. 


A Nesting report of a Wilson's phalarope 
IN LANCASTER County 

Only once before has a nesting record of Wilson's Phalarope {Phalaropus 
tricolor) been reported in Lancaster County. This report is in The Nebraska Bird Review, 
December 1985. Employees of the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
discovered two fledglings at a site in the northeast part of the county at 98th and 
Ashland Road. The two fledglings were found in a wet meadow. They were 
accompanied by two male and one female phalaropes. The sighting was made on 13 
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June 1985. 

On 7 June 1991 I visited Arbor Lake, a recently purchased salt marsh about 
one mile north of Interstate 80 along North 27th Street. This site is currently being 
managed by the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission for the city of Lincoln. My 
reason for visiting the site was to see what kind of birds utilized the area. 

In the area that day I saw a female Orchard Oriole building a nest in an 
American elm tree along the west bank of Little Salt Creek as it parallels North 27th 
Street for part of the creek's reach to the north. In the same area I found a male and 
female Blue Grosbeak. Not too far to the north. Arbor Lake spread itself over the 
landscape attracting the following birds; 4 Killdeer, 1 Spotted Sandpiper, 3 male 
Blue-winged Teals, 2 female and 1 male Mallards, 3 Semipalmated Sandpipers, 4 
White-rumped Sandpipers, about 40 Red-winged Blackbirds, 1 male Wilson's 
Phalarope, and a number of Bank Swallows flying low over the marsh. 

The male phalarope came flying toward me from afar as I advanced eastward 
through the transition zone of the marsh. The lone male tries to lead me from the 
area with an aerial distraction display. I made no attempt to find the nesting site, 
but worked my way into the marsh to see the shorebirds farther to the east using a 
tripod-held spotting scope. 

On 13 June I returned to the marsh on the west central side. Again as I 
crossed the transition zone, the male phalarope encountered me, employing an 
aerial distraction display so as to lure me from the site. I just set my tripod up 
farther to the east so as to scan the water surface and edge for waterfowl and 
shorebirds. Sighted on the marsh and in the vegetation around the marsh were 1 
female Mallard, 4 male Blue-winged Teals, 6 Killdeer, quite a few Red-winged 
Blackbirds, 2 Lesser Yellowlegs, 16 White-rumped Sandpipers, a few Bank Swallows, 
and 1 male and 1 female Common Yelloewthroats in a stand of cattails, where they 
employed distraction display behaviors along with much vocal chattering. 
Apparently they were trying to protect a nest site or young in the area. 

On 18 June 1991 I visited the site again. This time in the transition zone of 
the marsh, containing foxtail barley for the most part, I saw the male fly from an 
area close to where I entered. After a short search, I found the nest. I took 
photographs of the site and the nest. The nest contained four eggs in a shallow, 
grass-lined depression beneath a thin stand of foxtail barley. The male was not 
sighted again during the time I was there. After I photographed the nest, I went 
farther into the marsh to scan the area with a spotting scope. I saw 3 male Blue¬ 
winged Teals, 1 male Green-winged Teal, about 50 Killdeer, 3 Lesser Yellowlegs, and 
quite a few Red-winged Blackbirds which were obviously nesting in the area. 

My next trip to Arbor Lake salt marsh site occurred on 25 June 1991. I did not 
see the male phalarope. I found the nest site intact and apparently abandoned. The 
marsh site had little bird activity. It was in the 90s and very humid. About 40 
Killdeer and 1 Lesser Yellowlegs were sighted. I did see about 20 Cliff Swallows 
gathering mud from a sandbar in Little Salt Creek. They apparently were attempting 
to nest in a roadway culvert under North 27th Street not too far south of Arbor 
Lake. No evidence of these swallows was seen prior to this trip. 

My last trip to the area occurred on 17 July 1991. I saw no evidence of the Cliff 
Swallows. The only activity on the marsh were some 15 or so Lesser Yellowlegs 
feeding in the shallow water, and 1 Black Tern sitting on a piece of debris along the 
shallower northern end of the open water. About the time I left, 2 female Blue¬ 
winged Teals came out of a dense stand of sedges on the far eastern side of the 
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marsh. Killdeer and Red-winged Blackbirds were still utilizing the area in fairly 
large numbers. I also noticed that the water level was up due to a heavy downpour 
in the area a week before. The access road and parking lot for the site was 
completed, and so was a short observation deck to the east of the lot. Construction 
of the road and parking lot was in full swing the week 1 discovered the phalarope's 
nesting site. Now it is much more convenient to view the salt marsh and its ever- 
changing array of birdlife. 

—Larry Einemann, 2917 S. 53rd St., Lincoln, NE 68506 

Spring 1991 Whooping crane Report 


The following is a synopsis of the report from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
with regard to Whooping Crane sightings from Spring 1991. The report consists of 
confirmed, probable, and unconfirmed sightings during the season. These terms are 
defined in NBR 56:79. 

The USFWS states that 135 Whooping Cranes began the spring migration, 
compared to 142 in 1990. This drop of seven birds represents the first population 
decrease since 1981. Most confirmed sightings en route to Wood Buffalo National 
Park, Canada, were made between April 14 and April 23. Overcast skies and low 
visibility delayed the usual early April migration. Tragically, one Whooping Crane 
was shot and killed in Bend, Texas. One subadult bird is still at Aransas at last report 
and is expected to summer there. In Canada, 31 nests had been located on the 
breeding grounds since early June. 

In Nebraska, there were 6 confirmed, 7 probable, and 11 unconfirmed 
sightings of Whooping Cranes. The table below outlines the Nebraska sightings. 
Those NOU members interested in further information about these sightings 
should contact Wally Jobman, USFWS, Fish and Wildlife Enhancement, NE/KS 
Field Office, 203 W. Second Street, Grand Island, NE 68801. 


4/14-15/91 

3 adults 

Frontier Co. 

2 miles southwest of Stockville. T 6 N, R27W, S 8 , 
NWV 4 , SW 1 / 4 , and S9, SWV 4 , NW V 4 . 

4/21/91 

3 adults 

Loup Co. 

4 miles south and 5 miles west of Almeria. T21N, 
R 20 W, S 22 , SWV 4 , SWV 4 - 

4/21-22/91 

4 adults 

Harlan Co. 

2 miles west of Republican City. T2N, R17W, S32, 
NWV 4 . 

4/22-23/91 

2 adults 

Custer Co. 

3 miles southeast of Milburn. T20N, R21W, S25, 
NWV 4 , NEV 4 . 

4/22-23/91 

2 adults, 

1 subadult 

Kearney Co. 

3 miles south and 4 miles west of Minden. Gleason 
WPA. T5N, R15W, S4, NW V 4 , SWV 4 . 

4/23-24/91 

3 adults 

Rock/Keya 2 miles west of Cams, Niobrara River. T32N, R19W, 

Paha Co. S23, SWV 4 . 

Probable Sightings 

3/26/91 

2 adults 

Lincoln Co. 

1.5 miles southwest of North Platte. Flying. 

4/11/91 

2 adults 

Buffalo Co. 

1.5 miles east of Hwy. 10 Platte River bridge. 
Flying. 

4/11/91 

1 adult 

Lincoln Co. 

1 to 2 miles north of Hershey. 

4/15/91 

5 adults 

Dawson Co. 

Flying over Darr Platte River bridge. 

4/24/91 

3 adults 

Frontier Co. 

1 mile north of Curtis. T 8 N, R28W, S20. 

4/29/91 

1 adult 

Logan Co. 

10 miles north and 3 miles west of Stapleton. 
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5/5/91 


3/3/91 

3/6/91 

3/14/91 

3/16/91 

3/21/91 

Aiei9\ 

MYII9\ 

4/14/91 

4/14/91 

4/16/91 

4/26/91 


2 adults 


1 adult 
1 adult 
3 adults 

1 adult 
7 adults 

2 adults 
9 adults 

3 adults 
5 adults 

2 adults 

3 adults 


Lincoln Co. 8 miles northwest of Farnum. TION, R26W, S27, 

WVj. 


Unconfirmed Sightings 


Kearney Co. 
Hall Co. 
Lincoln Co. 
Hall Co. 
Lincoln Co. 
Boyd Co. 
Hall Co. 
Nance Co. 
Dawson Co. 
Adams Co. 
Deuel Co. 


Near Minden Platte River bridge. Flying. 
Flying over southwest Grand Island. 

Between Hershey and North Platte. Flying. 

1 mile west of Alda 1-80 exit. 

2 miles east of Hershey. Flying. 

5 to 6 miles below Fort Randall Dam. Flying. 
2 miles south of Doniphan. Flying. 

Loup River, south of Fullerton. 

Near Overton Platte River bridge. 

Ayr Lake, southeast of Hastings. 

Between Big Springs and 1-80. Flying. 


GRANTS FOR NONGAME WILDLIFE RESEARCH IN MINNESOTA 


The Minnesota Nongame Wildlife Program is soliciting proposals for projects to be 
conducted during the 1992 and/or 1993 field seasons (or longer). Proposals should be 
for work contributing to the conservation and management of nongame wildlife 
(vertebrate or invertebrate) in Minnesota. High priority will be given to projects 
focusing on state endangered, threatened, or special concern species, native 
grassland species, wetland/aquatic species, and topics relevant to the management of 
state parks. Appropriate projects may include censuses/surveys, studies of life 
history/population dynamics/habitat requirements, assessment or identification of 
habitat quality/quantity, design of long-term monitoring programs, 
development/evaluation of land use/management techniques, and a wide variety 
of other topics. Awards average $3000 per year, but requests up to $10,000 per year 
will be considered. The deadline for submitting proposals is January 1, 1992. 
Decisions will be announced no later than March 1, 1992. For program guidelines, 
proposal format, list of research ideas, E&T species list, and other information, 
please contact: Richard J. Baker, Nongame Wildlife Program, Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources, Box 7, 500 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN 55155- 
4007 (or call at 612-297-3764). Funding comes from contributions to the Minnesota 
Nongame Wildlife Tax Checkoff and Minnesota State Parks merchandise sales. 


Corrections. (1) The secretary's name is listed as Scott Jensen in the June NBR. It 
should read Todd Jensen; this has been corrected in the electronic copy which will be 
archived. (2) On page 48 of the June NBR, A1 and lone Werthman's discovery of 
Acadian Flycatcher was in Hummel Park, Douglas County, not Fontenelle Forest, 
Sarpy County. The editor regrets both errors. 


1992 NOU Spring Meeting 
McCook, Nebraska 
May 15-17,1991 

Look for upcoming details in the NOU Newsletter! 
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Spring 1991 Occurrence Report 

For the first six months of 1991, 301 species were reported from 34 counties. This 
compares with 290 species from 13 occurrence report and 17 "spot check" locations 
covering 30 counties in 1990; 289 from 20 report locations in 36 counties in 1989; and 
306 from 28 report locations involving 34 counties. The tables which follow 
represent 22 of these counties in 21 columns (Douglas and Sarpy listed together as 
has become the custom), and additional species lists from 11 counties are also 
provided. The following graphic gives the breakdown of reporting for the period on 
a county-by-county basis: 



LEGEND 



Occnnence Reports Received 
Trip Lists Received 

Brief Report Received vhicli adds to List 


The tables appear on facing pages in the next section of the Review. The left-hand page 
covers those counties from the Panhandle and far southwest first, and then stays along the 
Platte River Valley to Hall County (the only county missing here, Dawson County, is 
covered in the county lists). This continuity across atable provides some basis of 
comparison between counties, though the amount of information given per county does 
vary. The right-hand page covers the remainder of the counties in a roughly west-to-east 
fashion, though some river valley alignment has been retained for comparitive purposes. 
The briefer lists which follow are handled in an approximate west-to-east fashion as well. 

Keys are provided at the bottom of each table. One addition to this key is the symbol 
"±," which represents an approximate date. This is used most frequently in the Polk 
County column where R.G. Cortelyou compiles the report using personal correspondence, 
newspaper columns, and personal communications with the observers. 

A supplemental report, covering late records and incorporating information from 
other sources in and out of the NBR will appear in the December issue. 
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CCC—Seen on field trips by the binding class from Central Community College between April 13 and May 11 
(all trips on Saturdays). 
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CCC—Seen on field trips by the birding class from Central Community College between April 13 and May 11 
(all trips on Saturdays). 
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CCC-^een on field trips by the birding class from Central Community College between April 13 and May 11 
(all trips on Saturdays). 
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P—permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—^winter resident; Ja—^January; Fe—:February; Mr—March; 
Ap—^April; My—May; Je—June; NOU—Seen on field trips during the NOU Spring Meeting, May 18 and 19; 
CCC—Seen on field trips by the birding class from Central Community College between April 13 and May 11 
(all trips on Saturdays). 












































Mr. The Nebraska Bird Review _Zi 


Holt 

Knox 

York 

Polk 

Cuming 

Saunders 

Lan¬ 

caster 

Dakota 

Wash¬ 

ington 

Douglas 

Sarpy 

Cass 


P 

Mr 27 
Je8 






Ap28 

Je 18 


My 14 


Gray Partridge 

P 

Ja2 

Je8 


Mr 31 

S 

Mr 24 


Jal 

Je 30 

Mr 3 

S 

Ap27 

Ja 1 

Je 30 

Ja 13 

Je 29 

Ring-necked 

Pheasant 

P 

Mr 27 

My 4 










Greater Prairie- 
Chicken 

P 











Sharp-tailed 

Grouse 

P 

Ja 27 

Je8 


Jal 

Mr 31 
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Snowy Plover 

Ap21 

My 18 

My 4 

My 17 

My 15± 



Ap 17 
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Killdeer 








See ' 
Note 




Black-necked 

Stilt 

My 5 

Je 21 
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Ap 25 

Je6 



My 4 


Ap27 



American 
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Mr 31 

My 5 

Ap20 


My 15± 



Ap3 

My 14 

Mr 29 

Ap 16 


Ap2 

My 5 

Ap28 

Greater 

Yellowlegs 

Apl5 

My 22 

My 3 

My 4 

My 18 

Mr 31 

My 15± 



Ap 3 

Je 25 

Ap 6 

My 11 


Ap 12 

My 15 

My 2 

Lesser 

Yellowlegs 

Ap 26 

My 5 

My 6 


My 4 



Ap 27 

My 7 

My 11 


Ap 29 

My 8 


Solitary 

Sandpiper 


Symbol Key 

P—permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—winter resident; Ja—^January; Fe—February; Mr—March; 
Ap—^April; My—May; Je—June; NOU—Seen on field trips during the NOU Spring Meeting, May 18 and 19; 
CCC—Seen on field trips by the birding class from Central Community College between April 13 and May 11 
(all trips on Saturdays). 
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Sioux 
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Scotts 
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Lincoln 

Buffalo' 


Kearney 
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My 8 



My 11 
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Spotted 

Sandpiper 



Ap29 

My 25 



Je 22 

My 11 
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My 26 
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My 4 
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Sandpiper 

My 2 
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Je 27 
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Je30 

My 7 
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Ap20 

Je 22 
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Je30 

My 4 

S 

Long-billed 

Curlew 

Apl 
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Je 28 
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Apl9 

My 1 

Je 28 





Hudsonian 

Godwit 










Ap20 

Marbled 

Godwit 

Ap 23 
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Turnstone 











Sanderling 
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Sandpiper 



Mr 26 
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Western 

Sandpiper 
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Least 

Sandpiper 



My 3 
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White-rumped 

Sandpiper 
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Baird’s 

Sandpiper 



My 25 






Ap7 
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My 4 
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Pectoral 

Sandpiper 










My 4 
NOU 

Dunlin 











Stilt Sandpiper 









My 27 

CCC 

Buff-breasted 

Sandpiper 











Short-billed 

Dowitcher 










My 4 

Long-billed 

Dowitcher 

Ap30 


Apll 



My 11 


Ap20 

Ap21 

Ap7 

Je 30 

My 4 

Common 

Snipe 

Apl2 

S 


Je 13 



Je 24 

Ja5 

Apl9 

Ap20 


CCC 

American 

Woodcock 











Wilson’s 

Phalarope 

Apl9 

Je7 


Apll 
My 8 

Je 28 

S 

Apl8 

Apl9 



Ap20 

Ap21 

Ap7 
My 10 

Ap20 

NOU 


Symbol Kev 

P—permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—^winter resident; Ja—^January; Fe—February; Mr—March; 
Ap—^April; My—May; Je—June; NOU—Seen on field trips during the NOU Spring Meeting, May 18 and 19; 
CCC—Seen on field trips by the birding class from Central Community College between April 13 and May 11 
(all trips on Saturdays). 
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My 3 
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Sandpiper 
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My 4 

Je8 
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My 8 
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Apl7 

My 4 



My 6 
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My 3 
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Sandpiper 










My 4 
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Godwit 
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Turnstone 
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Apl7 
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Ap8 
My 4 

My 4 
My 8 
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My 22 
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Apl2 
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Sandpiper 

My 5 
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Ap28 

My 15± 
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Ap 8 
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My 8 

Least 

Sandpiper 

My 12 

My 29 


My 18 

My 19 

My 4 

My 15± 



My 4 

Je 13 

My 6 

My 13 


My 4 

My 2 
My 8 

White-rumped 

Sandpiper 

Ap7 

My 18 

My 27 


Ap27 
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My 1 
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Apl2 


Baird’s 

Sandpiper 

My 25 

My 26 



My 4 

My 15± 
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My 1 
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My 15 

My 8 

Pectoral 

Sandpiper 
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My 26 
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My 15± 
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My 15+ 



My 4 
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My 16 
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Sandpiper 
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Common 
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American 

Woodcock 

Ap24 
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Ap 30 
My 8 



Ap 6 
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Ap 30 


My 3 
My 4 

My 1 

Wilson’s 

Phalarope 


Symbol Kev 

P—^permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—^winter resident; Ja—January; Fe—February; Mr—March; 
Ap—^April; My—May; Je—^June; NOU—Seen on field trips during the NOU Spring Meeting, May 18 and 19; 
CCC-^een on field trips by the birding class from Central Community College between April 13 and May 11 
(all trips on Saturdays). 
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Je 29 

P 
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My 27 
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Je 30 
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Je 29 

Je 30 
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Cuckoo 
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Cuckoo 
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Je 29 
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Je 1 
Je25 

My 23 
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My 4 

Common 
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My 20 
Je8 











$ ymbol K^y 

P—permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—^winter resident; Ja—January; Fe—February; Mr—March; 
Ap—^April; My—May; Je—June; NOU—Seen on field trips during the NOU Spring Meeting, May 18 and 19; 
CCC—Seen on field trips by the birding class from Central Community College between April 13 and May 11 
(all trips on Saturdays). 
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S 


Ap 15 
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My 14 
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Common 

Nighthawk 

Je 13 
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Common 

Poorwill 


Symbol Kev 

P—permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—^winter resident; Ja—January; Fe—February; Mr—March; 
Ap—^April; My—May; Je—June; NOU—Seen on field trips during the NOU Spring Meeting, May 18 and 19; 
CCC-^een on field trips by the birding class from Central Community College between April 13 and May 11 
(all trips on Saturdays). 
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Swift 
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Woodpecker 
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Je 29 
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Fe3 
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CCC 

Downy 

Woodpecker 

P 
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Apl2 
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Ap20 
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Phoebe 
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Je3 
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Je 22 

My 31 
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Ag6 


Ap 15 

Je 13 

Je 28 

S 


Myl 

Je 15 

NOU 





§yml?ol K^y 

P—^permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—winter resident; Ja—^January; Fe—February; Mr—March; 
Ap—^April; My—May; Je—June; NOU—Seen on field trips during the NOU Spring Meeting, May 18 and 19; 
CCC—Seen on field trips by the birding class from Central Community College between April 13 and May 11 
(all trips on Saturdays). 
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Hummingbird 
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Woodpecker 







Apl4 



Ja 1 
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Sapsucker 
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Mr 23 
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Jal 
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Fe 10 
Je 18 

Ap27 

Jal 

Je 30 

Jal 

Je 30 

Downy 

Woodpecker 

P 

Ja 27 

Je8 



Mr 23 

My 25 

Ja5 

Je 29 

Ja5 

Je 30 
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Jal 

Je 30 

Ja 1 

Je 30 

Hairy 

Woodpecker 

P 

Ja 13 
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Je4 
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Je 30 
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Je 30 

Ja2 

Je 30 

Northern 

Flicker 





My 25 


My 9 

My 21 



My 14 

My 15 
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Flycatcher 












Western 

Wood-Pewee 


Je8 

Je9 


My 4 


My 25 

Je 29 

My 17 

Je 30 

My 17 
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Je 29 

My 3 

Eastern 

Wood-Pewee 





My 25 
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Flycatcher 







My 13 

My 22 



My 25 
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My 16 
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My 4 

My 5 


My 8 

My 24 

My 27 

My 11 

Ap28 

My 22 

My 11 

My 18 


My 2 

JelO 

My 4 
My 8 

Least 

Flycatcher 


Symbol Kev 

P—^permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—^winter resident; Ja—January; Fe—February; Mr—March; 
Ap—^April; My—May; Je—^June; NOU—Seen on field trips during the NOU Spring Meeting, May 18 and 19; 
CCC-^een on field trips by the birding class from Central Community College between April 13 and May 11 
(all trips on Saturdays). 
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Eastern 

Kingbird 
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My 27 
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Ap26 
Je 22 

My 10 
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Je 19 

Black-capped 

Chickadee 

P 

Je 20 

Jal 

Je30 

Ja 12 


P 

Ja5 

Je 28 

Ja 12 

Je 22 

Ja 1 

Je 29 

Ja 15 

Je 18 

Tufted 

Titmouse 










CCC 

Red-breasted 

Nuthatch 

W 

Je8 


Fe6 








White-breasted 

Nuthatch 

P 

My 27 
Je 20 




Ja 1 
My 11 

Ja5 

Je 28 


Fe3 
My 31 

NOU 

CCC 

Pygmy 

Nuthatch 

Je8 










Brown 

Creeper 






Fe 28 
Mr 20 

Ja 27 


Fe3 



S ymbol K^ y. 

P—permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—winter resident; Ja—^January; Fe-—February; Mr—March; 
Ap—April; My—May; Je—^June; NOU—Seen on field trips during the NOU Spring Meeting, May 18 and 19; 
CCC—Seen on field trips by the birding class from Central Community College between April 13 and May 11 
(all trips on Saturdays). 
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"Holt 

Knox 

York 

Polk 

Cuming 

Saunders 

Lan¬ 

caster 

Dakota 

Wash¬ 

ington 

Douglas 

Sarpy 

Cass 


Mv 13 

S 

Je8 

Je 11 




My 25 

Je 29 

My 4 

S 

My 11 

S 


My 4 

Je 30 

Je 12 

Great Crested 

Flycatcher 

My 7 

S 

My 10 

Je9 


My 8 

Je 16 



My 4 

Je 30 

My 11 

S 


Ap 15 

Je 30 

My 9 

Western 

Kingbird 

My 6 

S 

My 6 

Je 11 

My 18 

My 19 

Ap28 

S 

My 25 

My 4 

Je 29 

My 1 

Je 30 

Ap29 

S 

Ap27 

My 4 

Ap28 

Je30 

My 4 

Je 30 

Eastern 

Kingbird 

P 

Ja5 

Je 11 


Ja 20 



P 

Ja 13 

Je 18 


Mr 10 

S 

Jal 

Je 30 

Horned Lark 

Ap 30 

S 

My 3 

Je 11 


AP28 

Jel6 


My 26 

Je 22 

Ap25 

Je 30 

Ap 5 

S 


Ap 6 

Je 30 

Ap 6 

Je 30 

Purple Martin 

Ap27 

S 

Apl4 

Je9 




Ap6 

Je 22 

Ap6 

Je 29 

Ap 6 

My 11 

Ap27 
My 4 

Mr 26 
Je 30 

Ap 19 
My 4 

Tree Swallow 









... 



Violet-green 

Swallow 

Ap27 

S 

Apl4 

Je 11 

My 18 

My 19 

Ap25 

Je 16 


Apl3 

Je 29 

Ap6 

Je 30 

Ap30 

S 

Ap27 
My 4 

AplO 
Je 30 

Ap 29 
My 29 

Northern Rough- 
winged Swallow 

Je 16 

Je8 

Je 11 

My 18 

My 21 


My 11 
Je 29 

My 4 

S 

My 11 

S 


AplO 
Je 30 

Ap29 
Je 28 

Bank Swallow 

Mv 6 

S 

My 5 

Je9 

My 18 

My 4 

S 


My 11 

Je 29 

My 19 

Je 30 

My 15 

S 


Ap 18 

Je 30 

Ap29 

Je22 

Cliff Swallow 

Ap 7 

S 

Ap 14 

Je8 

My 18 

My 19 

Ap24 

S 


Apl7 

Je 29 

Ap 13 

Je 30 

Apl3 

S 

Ap27 

My 4 

Apl7 

Je 30 

Ap26 
Je 30 

Barn Swallow 

Ap30 

S 

Ja 1 

Je8 

My 18 

W 

Je 26 

Mr 23 

My 27 

Ja 12 

Je 29 

Jal 

Je30 

Ja 13 

S 

Ap27 

Jal 

Je 30 

Ja 1 

Je 30 

Blue Jay 












Piny on Jay 


Ja 27 

My 29 


Jal 

Jel6 


Fe2 


Ja 13 

My 11 




Black-billed 

Magpie 

P 

Ja2 

Je9 

My 18 

W 

S 

Mr 23 

Mr 24 

Ja5 

Je 29 

Jal 

Je 30 

W 

S 

Ap27 

My 4 

Ja 1 

Je30 

Ja 1 

Je 30 

American 

Crow 

P 

Jal 

Je8 


W 

Mr 31 

Mr 23 
My 27 

Ja5 

Je 29 

Ja 1 

Je 30 

w 

s 

Ap27 

Jal 

Je 30 

Jal 

Je 30 

Black-capped 

Chickadee 










Ja 1 

Je 30 

Ja6 

Je 14 

Tufted 

Titmouse 







Fe3 



Ja5 

Je 22 


Red-breasted 

Nuthatch 

P 

Ja 1 
Je8 


W 

Mr 3 

Mr 23 
My 27 

Ja 12 
Je 29 

Ja 1 

Je 30 

Ja 20 

S 

Ap27 

Jal 

Je 30 

Ja 1 

Je 30 

White-breasted 

Nuthatch 












Pygmy 

Nuthatch 


Ja6 





Ja5 

Apl7 

Fe 10 


Ja2 

Je2 

Ja 4 

Fe 13 

Brown 

Creeper 


Symbol Kev 

P—permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—winter resident; Ja—January; Fe—February; Mr—March; 
Ap—^April; My—May; Je—June; NOU—Seen on field trips during the NOU Spring Meeting, May 18 and 19; 
CCC—Seen on field trips by the birding class from Central Community College between April 13 and May 11 
(all trips on Saturdays). 
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Sioux 

Chase 

Scotts 

Bluff 

Keith 

Garden 

Lincoln 

Buffalo 

Phelps 

Kearney 

Hall 

Rock Wren 

Ap22 

S 


My 25 
Je6 


Je29 

Je 30 

Je 21 





Carolina Wren 











House Wren 

My 4 

S 

My 27 

Je3 

My 5 

Je 30 


Je 29 

Je 30 

Ap28 

Je 30 

My 1 

Je 28 

Ap28 

Je 22 

My 5 

Je 29 

Ap 15 

Jel8 

Winter Wren 











Sedge Wren 











Marsh Wren 

My 18 

S 




Je 29 

Je 30 






Golden-crowned 

Kinglet 



Fe7 




Ja 11 
Mr 3 




Ruby-crowned 

Kinglet 

Ap30 






Ja 21 

Ap28 
My 4 

Apl2 
Ap 14 


Blue-gray 

Gnatcatcher 











Eastern 

Bluebird 

Apl8 


Ap3 

Je 30 



Ja 12 
Ap 1 

Ja 12 

Je 23 

Ap27 

Mrl 


Mountain 

Bluebird 

Mr 9 

S 


Mr 2 

Je 30 








Townsend’s 

Solitaire 

w 

Mr 29 


Jal 
My 5 

Ja 12 



Fe 15 
Ap5 

Ap7 



Veery 

Je4 





My 3 





Gray-cheeked 

Thrush 











Swainson’s 

Thrush 



Ap21 



My 1 
My 11 

NOU 


My 27 


Hermit Thrush 











Wood Thrush 



My 8 





Je 22 



American 

Robin 

P 

My 

Je 20 

Ja3 

Je 30 

Ja 12 

S 

Apl9 

Je 30 

P 

Jal3 

Je 28 

Ap20 

Je 22 

Ja 1 

Je 29 

Mr 16 

Je 18 

Varied Thrush 






My 20 





Gray Catbird 

My 18 

S 






My 11 

Je 28 

My 26 

Je 22 

My 12 

Je 29 

My 4 

Jel8 

Northern 

Mockingbird 



My 20 



My 11 

Je5 

My 18 

Ap26 

My 31 

CCC 

Sage Thrasher 

Ap 6 










Brown 

Thrasher 

My 4 

S 

My 

Je 20 

My 13 
Je 20 

Je28 
Je 29 

Je29 
Je 30 

Ap 30 
Je 22 

Ap30 

Je28 

Ap20 
Je 22 

My 5 

Je 29 

Ap20 
Je 18 


SYm»?9l Kgy 

P—^permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—winter resident; Ja—January; Fe—February; Mr—March; 
Ap—^April; My—May; Je—June; NOU—Seen on field trips during the NOU Spring Meeting, May 18 and 19; 
CCC-^een on field trips by the birding class from Central Community College between April 13 and May 11 
(all trips on Saturdays). 
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^Holt 

Knox 

York 1 Polk 

Cuming 1 Saunders I Lan- 1 Dakota 

1 1 caster | 

Wash¬ 

ington 

Douglas 1 Cass 

Sarpy | 













Rock Wren 







Mr 30 

S 



Ja 1 

Je 30 

Ja 1 

Apl5 

Carolina Wren 

My 1 

S 

Ap28 

Je9 

My 18 

Ap 28 

S 

My 24 

My 27 

Ap20 

Je 29 

Ap 13 

Je 30 

Ap27 

S 

Ap27 

Ap 10 
Je 30 

Ap5 

Je 30 

House Wren 








Ja 27 


Ja5 

My 4 


Winter Wren 







My 4 

My 17 

My 7 

My 17 




Sedge Wren 

Ap 30 

S 

My 27 





My 4 

My 19 

My 2 

S 


My 4 
My 19 

My 8 

Marsh Wren 




Ap20 



W 

Ap3 

Ja 20 


Ja 30 

Ap20 


Golden-crowned 

Kinglet 


Apl4 

My 4 




Mr 30 

My 11 

Ap 2 

My 20 

Ap28 

My 8 

Ap27 

Mr 29 
My 13 

Apll 
My 4 

Ruby-crowned 

Kinglet 







My 4 
My 27 

My 11 


Ap9 

Je 30 

My 4 

Blue-gray 

Gnatcatcher 

P 

Ja 26 

Je 11 


Fe3 

S 

Mr 24 

Jal2 

My 25 

Mr 2 

Je 30 

Ap27 

S 

Ap27 

Ja3 

Je 30 

Mr 28 

Je 30 

Eastern 

Bluebird 












Mountain 

Bluebird 




Fe 10 








Townsend’s 

Solitaire 










My 12 
My 16 


Veery 


My 4 





My 6 

My 22 

My 8 


My 2 

My 18 

My 1 

Gray-cheeked 

Thrush 

My 7 

My 18 




My 24 

My 27 


Ap30 

My 23 

Ap28 

My 11 


AplO 

My 22 

My 4 

My 8 

Swainson’s 

Thrush 


Ap 20 





Ap 3 

My 11 



Apl2 

Ap25 


Hermit Thrush 


Je8 

Je9 




My 25 

Je 15 


My 11 

S 


Ap29 

Je 30 

My 4 

Wood Thrush 

P 

Ja2 

Je8 

My 18 

W 

S 

Mr 23 

My 27 

Ja5 

Je 29 

Jal 

Je 30 

Fe 10 

S 

Ap27 

Jal 

Je 30 

Ja 1 

Je 30 

American 

Robin 










My 1 


Varied Thrush 

Je9 

S 

My 27 

Je8 

My 18 

My 8 

S 


My 11 

Je 29 

My 4 

Je 30 

Ap28 

S 


Ap25 

Je 30 

My 8 

Je 22 

Gray Catbird 

My 22 






My 9 

S 

Ap 30 



My 25 
My 27 

Northern 

Mockingbird 












Sage Thrasher 

Ap30 

S 

Ap27 

Je8 

My 18 

Ap20 

S 

My 24 
My 27 

Ap24 
Je 29 

Fel 

Je 30 

Ap27 

S 

Ap27 

Ap7 

Je 30 

Ap24 
Je 30 

Brown 

Thrasher 


Symbol Kev 

P—permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—^winter resident; Ja—^January; Fe—February; Mr—March; 
Ap—April; My—May; Je—^June; NOU—Seen on field trips during the NOU Spring Meeting, May 18 and 19; 
CCC-^een on field trips by the birding class from Central Community College between April 13 and May 11 
(all trips on Saturdays). 
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Sioux 

Chase 

Scotts 

Bluff 

Keith 

Garden 

Lincoln I Buffalo 

Phelps 

Kearney 1 Hall 

American Pipit 

Apl8 


Ap27 


Apl9 






Bohemian 

Waxwing 

W 

Mr 29 










Cedar 

Waxwing 



Mr 26 
Mr 28 



FelO 

My 11 

Fe 15 

Je 18 


Fe3 

My 27 

Apl5 

NOU 

Northern 

Shrike 

W 

Ap2 


Ja2 
Mr 10 








Loggerhead 

Shrike 

Ap 19 

S 

Je 20 

Apl8 

My 25 

Je 28 

S 

Ap 19 

Ap30 
Je 26 

Mr 3 

Je 23 

Ap20 
Je 10 

My 5 
Je21 

Apl5 

NOU 

European 

Starling 

P 

My 

Je 20 

Ja 1 

Je 30 

Je 29 

Ja 12 

P 

Ja 1 

Je 28 

Ap20 

My 4 

Ja 1 

Je 22 

Ja 15 

NOU 

Bell’s Vireo 


■My 27 
Je3 


Je 27 

S 

Je 29 

Je 30 

Je 22 

Je 30 

My 25 
Jel8 

Je 10 

Je 22 

My 27 

CCC 

NOU 

Solitary Vireo 

Je7 

Je9 









CCC 

Yellow- 

throated Vireo 










CCC 

Warbling 

Vireo 

My 1 
My 2 


My 25 



Je 26 

My 11 
Je 28 

My 26 
Je 22 

My 27 
Je 12 

CCC 

Je 18 

Philadelphia 

Vireo 










CCC 

Red-eyed 

Vireo 

My 2 

S 


Je2 



My 3 
My 15 

My 19 



NOU 

CCC 

Blue-winged 

Warbler 











Golden-winged 

Warbler 











Tennessee 

Warbler 







NOU 



NOU 

CCC 

Orange-crowned 

Warbler 

My 11 
My 13 


My 7 



My 3 
My 10 

Ap 30 
My 7 

Ap27 
My 4 

My 5 
My 10 

NOU 

CCC 

Nashville 

Warbler 










CCC 

Northern 

Parula 










CCC 

Yellow 

Warbler 

My 9 

S 

My 27 

My 5 

Je 30 

Je 27 

Je 28 


My 1 

Je 22 

My 11 
Je 28 

My 26 
Je 16 

My 5 

Je 22 

My 4 
Jel8 

Chestnut¬ 

sided Warbler 










CCC 

Magnolia 

Warbler 










CCC 

Yellow-fumped 

Warbler 

Ap26 

Je9 


Ap25 
My 12 



My 2 
My 15 

Ap22 
My 11 

Ap26 
My 4 

Apl2 
My 5 

CCC 

Black-throated 

Green Warbler 










CCC 


S ymbol K^y 

P—permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—winter resident; Ja—January; Fe—February; Mr—March; 
Ap—^April; My—May; Je—June; NOU—Seen on field trips during the NOU Spring Meeting, May 18 and 19; 
CCC—Seen on field trips by the birding class from Central Community College between April 13 and May 11 
(all trips on Saturdays). 
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Holt 1 Knox 

York 1 Polk 

Cuming 

Saunders I Lan- 

1 caster 

Dakota I Wash- 

1 ington 

Douglas 

Sarpy 

Cass 












My 4 

American Pipit 












Bohemian . 

Waxwing 

My 29 

Mr 4 
Je9 


Ja 19 

My 1 

Mr 24 

Ja5 

Je 15 

Ja 16 
My 17 

Ja 15 

S 


Ja 10 
Je 30 

Ja 15 
Je 26 

Cedar 

Waxwing 


Ja 18 

Fe 18 





W 

Mr 15 





Northern 

Shrike 

Ap27 

Apl4 

Je8 


Jal9 

Mr 24 


Mr 15 
Je 29 

Je 18 

S 


Mr 16 
Apl7 

Ja3 

Je 22 

Loggerhead 

Shrike 

P 

Ja 26 

My 29 


W 

S 

Mr 24 

Ja 5 

Je 29 

Jal 

Je30 

W 

s 

Ap27 
My 4 

Ja 1 
Je30 

Jal 

Je 30 

European 

Starling 

Ap28 

My 27 

Je9 




Je8 

Je 29 

My 8 
Je2 

Je 14 
Jel8 


My 15 


Bell’s Vireo 







Ap 27 

My 8 


Ap2 
Je 10 

My 4 
My 8 

Solitary Vireo 








My 11 


Apl 

Je 28 

My 4 

Yellow- 
throated Vireo. 

Je9 

Je 16 

My 23 

Je 11 

My 18 

Je4 


My 11 
Je 29 

My 1 

Je 30 

My 2 
Je 18 

Ap27 

Ap27 
Je 28 

My 4 
My 8 

Warbling 

Vireo 




Ap26 








Philadelphia 

Vireo 

Je 16 

My 27 



My 27 

My 25 
Je 29 

My 13 
My 23 

My 17 


My 4 
Je 28 


Red-eyed 

Vireo, 










My 19 


Blue-winged ■ 
Warbler 










My 8 

My 13 

My 4 

Golden-winged 

Warbler 




Ap28 


My 11 

My 3 
My 17 

My 11 
My 17 


Ap27 
Je 10 

Ap28 

Tennessee 

Warbler 

My 30 

Ap28 
My 3 


Ap26 

Ap30 


My 4 

Ap 16 
My 20 

Ap28 
My 11 

Ap27 

Ap20 
My 13 

My 4 
My 8 

Orange-crowned 

Warbler 







Myl 
My 20 



Ap28 
My 15 

Ap26 
My 4 

Nashville 

Warbler 










Apl8 
Je 20 

My 4 

Northern 

Parula 

My 1 

S 

My 12 
Je9 


My 2 
Je;4 


My 11 
Je 29 

My 2 
Je 30 

My 8 

Jel8 

Ap27 

Apl8 
Je 22 

My 4 
My 8 

Yellow 

Warbler 





My 25 





My 9 
My 15 


'Chestnut¬ 
sided Warbler 





My 25 


My 16 

My 23 



My 8 

My 16 


Magnolia 

iWarbler 

Ap28 

My 8 

Ap 14 
My 5 


Ap 17± 
My 6 


Apl3 

My 4 

Ap 13 
My 12 

Ap 14 
My 11 

Ap27 

Ap5 
My 21 

Ap29 
My 8 

Yellow-rumped 

Warbler 




My 4 



My 13 



My 4 


Black-throated 

Green Warbler 


P—permanent resident; S—^summer resident; W—^winter resident; Ja—January; Fe—February; Mr—March; 
Ap—^April; My—May; Je—^June; NOU—Seen on field trips during the NOU Spring Meeting, May 18 and 19; 
CCC—Seen on field trips by the birding class from Central Community College between April 13 and May 11 
(all trips on Saturdays). 
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Sioux 

Chase 

Scotts 

Bluff 

Keith 

Garden 

Lincoln 

Buffalo 

Phelps 

Kearney 

Hall 

Blackburnian 

Warbler 











Yellow-throated 

Warbler 











Palm Warbler 











Bay-breasted 

Warbler 










CCC 

Blackpoll 

Warbler 










CCC 

Cerulean 

Warbler 










CCC 

Black-and- 

white Warbler 

Je8 









CCC 

American 

Redstart 

My 14 

S 






My 19 


My 12 

CCC 

NOU 

Prothonotary 

Warbler 










CCC 

Ovenbird 

Ap26 

S 


My 4 








Northern 

Watert brush 

My 13 
My 14 






My 19 



CCC 

NOU 

Lxiuisiana 

Waterthrush 










CCC 

Kentucky 

Warbler 











Mourning 

Warbler 










CCC 

Common 

Yellowthroat 

My 2 

S 

My 27 

My 25 
Jel3 


Je 29 

Je 30 

Ap20 
Je 30 

My 12 
Je 28 

My 3 

Je 30 

My 10 
Je 30 

Apl5 

Je 17 

Hooded 

Warbler 










CCC 

Wilson’s 

Warbler 


My 27 





My 1 




Canada 

Warbler 











Yellow¬ 

breasted Chat 

My 1 

S 

My 27 

My 25 
Je30 



My 1 
My 15 




NOU 

Summer 

Tanager 











Scarlet 

Tanager 

Je7 

Je9 










Western 

Tanager 

My 20 
Je9 


My 12 









gymbol K^y 

P—^permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—winter resident; Ja—^January; Fe—February; Mr—March; 
Ap—^April; My—May; Je—June; NOU—Seen on field trips during the NOU Spring Meeting, May 18 and 19; 
CCC—Seen on field trips by the birding class from Central Community College between April 13 and May 11 
(all trips on Saturdays). 
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J5 


"HoTT 

Knox 

York 

Polk 

Cuming 

Saunders 

Lan¬ 

caster 

Dakota 

Wash¬ 

ington 

Douglas 

Sarpy 

Cass 1 







My 17 



My 4 

My 18 


Blackburnian 

Warbler 










Apl8 

Je 19 


Yellow-throated 

Warbler 


My 5 


Ap29 

Ap30 



My 4 

My 6 

Ap28 

My 8 


Ap 18 

My 9 

My 8 

Palm Warbler 












Bay-breasted 

Warbler 




My 1 



My 4 

My 21 

My 11 


My 11 
My 19 


Blackpoll 

Warbler 










My 15 
Je 22 


Cerulean 

Warbler 


My 4 

My 5 


Ap 26 

My 2 



My 4 

My 17 

Ap28 
My 9 


Ap26 
My 13 

My 4 

Black-and- 

white Warbler 


Je9 


My 4 

My 26 

My 27 


My 8 
My 27 

My 11 
Je 18 


My 2 
Je 28 

My 4 
My 8 

American 

Redstart 










Ap 18 
Je 19 


Prothonotary 

Warbler 







My 4 

My 18 

Ap28 

Jel8 


Ap29 

Je 28 

My 4 

Ovenbird 






My 4 

My 3 
My 17 

My 2 
My 8 


Ap 14 
My 9 


Northern 

Waterthrush 










Apl2 
Je 19 


Louisiana 

Waterthrush 








My 11 


My 9 


Kentucky 

Warbler 





My 25 

My 27 


My 17 

My 21 



My 17 

My 22 


Mourning 

Warbler 

My 10 

S 

My 5 

Je9 


My 4 

S 

My 25 

My 27 

My 4 

Je 29 

My 1 

Je 30 

My 6 

Jel8 


Ap5 

Je 30 

My 16 

Je 18 

Common 

Yellowthroat 










Ap 28 


Hooded 

Warbler 





My 25 

My 26 


My 8 

My 23 



Ap27 

My 15 

Ap26 

Wilson’s 

Warbler 







My 23 



My 7 
My 18 


Canada 

Warbler 

Je9 

My 27 





My 13 
My 19 



My 4 


Yellow- 

breasted Chat 










My 18 


Summer 

Tanager 


Ap29 






My 11 

Jel8 


Apl8 

Je 12 


Scarlet 

Tanager 












Western 

Tanager 


Symbol Kev 

P—permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—winter resident; Ja—January; Fe—February; Mr—March; 
Ap—April; My—May; Je—^June; NOU—Seen on field trips during the NOU Spring Meeting, May 18 and 19; 
CCC-^een on field trips by the birding class from Central Community College between April 13 and May 11 
(all trips on Saturdays). 
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Sioux 

Chase 

Scotts 

Bluff 

Keith 

Garden 

Lincoln 

Buffalo 

Phelps 

Kearney 

Hall 

Northern 

Cardinal 


My 27 
Je 20 




P 

Ja 1 

Je 30 

Ap27 
Je 22 

Fe9 

My 12 

Ja 15 
NOU 

Rose-breasted 

Grosbeak 



My 11 




My 11 

Je 28 

My 26 

My 12 

Ap20 

NOU 

Black-headed 

Grosbeak 

My 18 

S 

My 27 

Je20 





NOU 

Je8 



NOU 

Blue 

Grosbeak 

My 18 

S 

My 27 

My 21 
Je.30 

Je 28 

Je 29 

Je 30 

Je 22 





Lazuli 

Bunting 

Je9 


My 25 
Je 30 



My 11 





Indigo 

Bunting 



My 25 




Je 15 

Je 23 



CCC 

Dickcissel 


Je3 


Je 27 

S 


My 1 

Je 25 

My 19 

Je 30 

Je 10 

Je 30 

My 27 
Je 29 

My 4 

S 

Rufous-sided 

Towhee 

Ap27 

S 

Je 20 

Ja6 

Je 30 


Je 29 

Je 30 

Ap 28 
Je 22 

NOU 

Je 28 

Ap20 

My 26 

Ap 14 

My 4 

NOU 

American Tree 

Sparrow 

W 

AplO 


Ja3 
Mr 16 



Ja 12 
Mr 15 

Ja5 
Mr 25 

Ja 26 
Mr 9 

Fe9 
Mr 15 

Ap 15 

Chipping 

Sparrow 



Ap27 

Je 30 



Ap 8 
My 11 

Ap 10 

Je 23 

Ap26 
My 4 

Ap 12 
My 31 

Ap27 

NOU 

Clay-colored 

Sparrow 

My 4 


My 2 
My 14 



My 4 
My 11 

Ap30 
My 18 

Ap26 
My 4 

My 5 
My 10 

Ap 15 
NOU 

Brewer’s 

Sparrow 

Apl5 

S 










Field Sparrow 
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Lincoln’s 
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Symbol Kev 

P—^permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—winter resident; Ja—January; Fe—February; Mr—March; 
Ap—April; My—May; Je—June; NOU—Seen on field trips during the NOU Spring Meeting, May 18 and 19; 
CCC—Seen on field trips by the birding class from Central Community College between April 13 and May 11 
(all trips on Saturdays). 
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S 
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My 4 
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Je 22 

My 4 

Ap28 

Je 18 

Ap27 

Ap23 

My 6 

My 4 
Je 18 
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Je 18 

Ap2 
Je 18 

Ap27 
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Song Sparrow 

Ap 28 
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Ap 28 

My 5 


Ap26 



Mr 24 
My 17 

Ap27 
My 8 

Ap27 

Mr 14 
Je 10 

Ap28 
My 4 

Lincoln’s 

Sparrow 


S ymbol Kex 

P—permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—^winter resident; Ja—January; Fe—February; Mr—March; 
Ap—^April; My—May; Je—June; NOU—Seen on field trips during the NOU Spring Meeting, May 18 and 19; 
CCC-^een on field trips by the birding class from Central Community College between April 13 and May 11 
(all trips on Saturdays). 
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Je 21 
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Blackbird 
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Blackbird 
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Blackbird 
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Great-tailed 

Grackle 
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Grackle 
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My 27 
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Je 27 
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Je 29 

Ap7 

JelO 

Ap7 

Je 30 

Mr 16 
Je 18 

Brown-headed 

Cowbird 

Ap 24 

S 

My 27 

My 25 
Jel3 



My 11 
Je 26 
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Je 23 

Ap20 

Je22 

Ap7 

Je 21 

Ap 4 
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Orchard Oriole 

My 20 

S 

My 27 
Je3 

My 25 

Je 27 

Je 28 

Je 29 

Je 30 

My 1 
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My 11 
Je 23 

Je 16 

Je 22 

My 12 
Je 22 

My 15 
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Northern 

Oriole 
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My 10 
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My 3 

Je 16 
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Purple Finch 



Ja 18 




Ja 13 
My 5 
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House Finch 
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My 27 

Je 20 

Jal 

Je 29 


Je 29 

P 


Ap 26 
Ap 27 

Jal 

Mr 16 

NOU 


SynibQi K^y 

P—permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—winter resident; Ja—^January; Fe—February; Mr—March; 
Ap—^April; My—May; Je—June; NOU—Seen on field trips during the NOU Spring Meeting, May 18 and 19; 
CCC—Seen on field trips by the birding class from Central Community College between April 13 and May 11 
(all trips on Saturdays). 
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W 

Ap21 

Ja2 
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Longspur 




Ja 20 






Mr 16 
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collared 
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Snow Bunting 
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S 
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My 4 
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My 11 
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Bobolink 

Fe 11 
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Je8 

My 19 

Je 17 

Mr 3 

S 

Mr 23 

Mr 24 

Mr9 

Je 29 

Ja 20 

Je 30 

Mr 5 

S 

Ap27 

Je2 

Ja 14 
Je 30 
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Je 30 
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Blackbird 

Ap 28 

Je21 





Apl3 

Je 22 

Mr 15 

Je 30 



Ap 14 
Je 30 

Ja 1 

Je 30 

Eastern 

Meadowlark 

Fe 24 

S 

Mr 3 

Je 11 

My 19 

Ja 1 

Mr 24 

My 24 

Mr 23 

Je 29 

Jal 

Je 30 

Fe 10 

S 


Ja 14 
Je 30 

Fe24 

Apl3 
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Meadowlark 

Ap22 

S 

Ap20 

Je9 


Ap20 

S 



Apl2 

My 19 

Apl2 

S 

Ap27 

Ap24 

My 17 

Ap23 

Yellow-headed 

Blackbird 












Rusty 

Blackbird 

Ap8 



Je 16 







Ap 19 

Brewer’s 

Blackbird 


My 27 

My 17 

My 4 



Apl7 

My 19 

Apl8 

My 4 

My 4 


Great-tailed 

Crackle 

Mr 20 

S 

Mr 20 
Je 11 

My 18 

Mr 15 

S 

Mr 24 

Mr 29 
Je 29 

Ja 20 
Je 30 

Mr 12 

S 

Ap27 
My 4 

Ja 13 
Je 30 

Mr 13 
Je 30 

Common 

Grackle 

Ap 18 

S 

Ap 14 

Jell 


Mr 31 

S 

Mr 24 

My 26 

Ap 6 

Je 29 

Mr 15 

Je 30 

Ap27 

S 

Ap27 

Fe 28 

Je 30 

Ja8 

Je 30 

Brown-headed 

Cowbird 

My 15 

S 

My 12 
Je9 


My 20 
Je 16 


My 11 
Je 29 

My 4 
Je 29 

My 11 

S 


My 4 
Je 30 

My 4 
My 29 

Orchard Oriole 

My 9 

S 

My 12 

Je 11 

My 18 

Ap28 

S 

My 24 

My 26 

My 11 

Je 29 

My 4 

Je 30 

My 8 

S 

Ap27 

Ap24 
Je 30 

My 4 
Je 28 

Northern 

Oriole 

Mr 24 

Ap 19 




Fe9 
Mr 29 


Ja 20 


Ja2 
My 7 


Purple Finch 


Jal 

Je 11 



Mr 24 

Fe2 

Fe9 

Jal 

Je 30 

Ja6 

S 


Ja5 

Je 30 

Mr 15 
Je 30 

House Finch 


Symbol Kev 

P—permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—winter resident; Ja—^January; Fe—February; Mr—March; 
Ap—April; My—May; Je—^June; NOU—Seen on field trips during the NOU Spring Meeting, May 18 and 19; 
CCC—Seen on field trips by the birding class from Central Community College between April 13 and May 11 
(all trips on Saturdays). 
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Je 30 

Je 28 


P 

Ja 1 

Je 30 

Ap21 

Je 1 

My 5 

Je21 

Ja5 

Je 18 


S ymbpI Kgy 

P —permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—^winter resident; Ja—January; Fe—February; Mr—March; 
Ap—^April; My—May; Je—June; NOU—Seen on field trips during the NOU Spring Meeting, May 18 and 19; 
CCC—Seen on field trips by the birding class from Central Community College between April 13 and May 11 
(all trips on Saturdays). 


County Lists 

The following are lists from various counties around the state sent in by members. 
Generally these are of short length or are one-day trips and only involve one 
reporter. If more than one visit is involved, dates are listed in square brackets in the 
same manner as the occurrence tables. Counties are listed in a general west-to-east 
order with some concern for keeping counties along river valleys together. 

Dundy County—6-26-91—lola Pennington, Reporter 

Northern Pintail, Swainson’s Hawk, Bobwhite, Ring-necked Pheasant, Killdeer, 
Greater Yellowlegs, American Avocet, Mourning Dove, Burrowing Owl, Chimney 
Swift, Red-headed Woodpecker, Eastern Kingbird, Western Kingbird, Horned Lark, 
Blue Grosbeak, Lark Bunting, Grasshopper Sparrow, Lark Sparrow, Western 
Meadowlark, Red-winged Blackbird, Common Crackle, House Sparrow. 

Hitchcock County—6-25-91—lola Pennington, Reporter 

Mallard, Turkey Vulture, Killdeer, Rock Dove, Mourning Dove, Common Flicker, 
Red-headed Woodpecker, Western Kingbird, Horned Lark, Barn Swallow, Horned 
Lark, Barn Swallow, Cliff Swallow, Blue Jay, Common Crow, Brown Thrasher, 
American Robin, Black-headed Grosbeak, Lark Bunting, Lark Sparrow, Western 
Meadowlark, Red-winged Blackbird, Common Crackle, House Sparrow. 

Dawson County—Various Dates—Tanya Bray, Reporter 

Great Blue Heron [Je 21], Bald Eagle [Ja 12], Red-tailed Hawk [Ja 12], American Kestrel 
[Je 20], Upland Sandpiper [Je 21], Rock Dove [Je 21], Mourning Dove [Je 20], Common 
Flicker [Je 20], Western Kingbird [Je 21—S], Cliff Swallow [Je 21], Barn Swallow [Je 21], 
European Starling [Ja 12], Warbling Vireo [Je 20], Dickcissel [Je 21—S], Grasshopper 
Sparrow [Je 21], Red-winged Blackbird [Je 20], Western Meadowlark [Ja 12], Common 
Crackle [Je 21], House Finch [Je 20], American Goldfinch [Je 21], House Sparrow [Je 21]. 
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My 27 
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S 
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Je 30 
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Kev: P—permanent resident; (p)—^probably permanent resident; S—summer resident; W—^winter resident; 

Ja—^January; Fe—February; Mr—March; Ap—^April; My—May; Jn—June; NOU—Seen on field trips during the 
NOU Spring Meeting, May 18 and 19; CCC—Seen on field trips by the birding class from Central Community 
College between April 13 and May 11 (all trips on Saturdays). 

Cherry County—4-18-1991—Ruth Green. Reporter 

Pied-billed Grebe, American White Pelican, Double-crested Cormorant, Great Blue 
Heron, Canada Goose, Mallard, Gadwall, Northern Pintail, Green-winged Teal, 

Blue-winged Teal, American Wigeon, Northern Shoveler, Redhead, Ring-necked 
Duck, Canvasback, Lesser Scaup, Bufflehead, Ruddy Duck, Red-tailed Hawk, 
Swainson's Hawk, Northern Harrier, American Kestrel, Sharp-tialed Grouse, Ring¬ 
necked Pheasant, Sora, Ameroan Coot, Killdeer, Greater Yellowlegs, American 
Avocet, Ring-billed Gull, Burrowing Owl, Common Flicker, Eastern Phoebe, 
Horned Lark, Blue Jay, Black-billed Magpie, American Crow, Black-capped 
Chickadee, White-breasted Nuthatch, American Robin, Eastern Bluebird, Cedar 
Waxwing, Loggerhead Shrike, European Starling, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Western 
Meadowlark, Yellow-headed Blackbird, Red-winged Blackbird, Common Crackle, 
Brown-headed Cowbird, American Goldfinch, Red Crossbill, Vesper Sparrow, Dark¬ 
eyed Junco, American Tree Sparrow, Field Sparrow, Song Sparrow. 

Howard County. 5-18 & 19-1991, NOU Annual Meeting Field Trips 
Great Blue Heron, Snow Goose, Blue-winged Teal, Greater Prairie-Chicken, Upland 
Sandpiper, Rock Dove, Mourning Dove, Great Horned Owl, Chimney Swift, Red¬ 
headed Woodpecker, Northern Rough-winged Swallow, Barn Swallow, Black- 
capped Chickadee, White-breasted Nuthatch, Eastern Bluebird, American Robin, 
Brown Thrasher, Common Yellowthroat, Black-headed Grosbeak, Chipping 
Sparrow, Lark Sparrow, Grasshopper Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, Bobolink, Western 
Meadowlark, Common Crackle, Brown-headed Cowbird, American Goldfinch, 
House Sparrow. 

Hamilton County, 5-18 & 19-1991, NOU Annual Meeting Field Trips 
American White Pelican, Mallard, Blue-winged Teal, Northern Harrier, Chukar [see 
note], Virginia Rail [Je 10—Reported by Helen Seim], American Coot, Semipalmated 
Plover, Killdeer, Semipalmated Sandpiper, Least Sandpiper, Stilt Sandpiper, 
Wilson's Phalarope, Black Tern, Rock Dove, Mourning Dove, Chimney Swift, 
Northern Flicker, Barn Swallow, American Crow, American Robin, Gray Catbird, 
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Brown Thrasher, Cedar Waxwing, European Starling, Bell's Vireo, Warbling Vireo, 
Tennessee Warbler, Yellow Warbler, Northern Cardinal, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, 
Chipping Swallow, Harris' Sparrow, Bobolink, Red-winged Blackbird, Western 
Meadowlark, Common Crackle, Brown-headed Cowbird, Northern Oriole, 
American Goldfinch, House Sparrow. 

Adams County. 5-18 & 19-1991. NOU Annual Meeting Field Trips 

American White Pelican, Rock Dove, American Crow, American Robin, European 

Starling, Red-winged Blackbird, Yellow-headed Blackbird. 

Clay County. 5-18 & 19-1991. NOU Annual Meeting Field Trips 
Pied-billed Grebe, Eared Grebe, American White Pelican, Great Blue Heron, Black- 
crowned Night-Heron, White-faced Ibis, Greater White-fronted Goose, Snow Goose, 
Wood Duck, Green-winged Teal, Mallard, Blue-winged Teal, Northern Shoveler, 
Gadwall, American Wigeon, Ruddy Duck, Northern Harrier, Swainson's Hawk, 
Red-tailed Hawk, American Kestrel, Ring-tailed Pheasant, American Coot, Killdeer, 
American Avocet, Lesser Yellowlegs, White-rumped Sandpiper, Stilt Sandpiper, 
Wilson's Phalarope, Franklin's Gull, Ring-billed Gull, Black Tern, Rock Dove, 
Mourning Dove, Great Horned Owl, Chimney Swift, Red-headed Woodpecker, 
Northern Flicker, Western Kingbird, Eastern Kingbird, Bank Swallow, Cliff 
Swallow, Barn Swallow, Blue Jay, American Crow, Black-capped Chickadee, House 
Wren, American Robin, Brown Thrasher, European Starling, Warbling Vireo, 
Yellow Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, Dickcissel, Lark Sparrow, Song Sparrow, 
Bobolink, Red-winged Blackbird, Eastern Meadowlark, Western Meadowlark, 
Yellow-headed Blackbird, Great-tailed Grackle, Common Crackle, Brown-headed 
Cowbird, Orchard Oriole, Northern Oriole, American Goldfinch, House Sparrow. 

Merrick County, 5-18 & 19-1991. NOU Annual Meeting Field Trips 
American White Pelican, Snow Goose, Mallard, Ring-necked Pheasant, Wild 
Turkey, Northern Bobwhite, Killdeer, Rock Dove, Mourning Dove, Chimney Swift, 
Belted Kingfisher, Red-headed Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Least Flycatcher, 
Great Crested Flycatcher, Western Kingbird, Eastern Kingbird, Tree Swallow, 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow, Cliff Swallow, Barn Swallow, Blue Jay, 
American Crow, Black-capped Chickadee, House Wren, Eastern Bluebird, American 
Robin, Gray Catbird, Brown Thrasher, Cedar Waxwing, European Starling, Bell's 
Vireo, Warbling Vireo, Yellow Warbler, Northern Cardinal, Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak, Rufous-sided Towhee, Chipping Sparrow, Grasshopper Sparrow, Harris' 
Sparrow, Bobolink, Red-winged Blackbird, Western Meadowlark, Common Grackle, 
Brown-headed Cowbird, Northern Oriole, American Goldfinch, House Sparrow. 

Seward County, 5-18-1991, Reporter—Alan Grenon 

Mallard, Blue-winged Teal, Northern Shoveler, Red-tailed Hawk, American Kestrel, 
Ring-necked Pheasant, Northern Bobwhite, Sora, American Coot, Killdeer, Stilt 
Sandpiper, Wilson's Phalarope, Franklin's Gull, Rock Dove, Mourning Dove, Red¬ 
headed Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Eastern Kingbird, Northern Rough-winged 
Swallow, Barn Swallow, Blue Jay, American Crow, Black-capped Chickadee, 
American Robin, Brown Thrasher, European Starling, Warbling Vireo, Bobolink, 
Red-winged Blackbird, Meadowlark sp.. Yellow-headed Blackbird, Common Grackle, 
Brown-headed Cowbird, Northern Oriole, American Goldfinch, House Sparrow. 
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H2--2- 


DnHge County, 3-24-1991, Reporter—Larry Einemann 

Snow Goose, Red-tailed Hawk, American Kestrel, Ring-necked Pheasant, Killdeer, 
Belted Kingfisher, Red-headed Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy 
Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Horned Lark, Blue Jay, Black-billed Magpie, 
American Crow, Black-capped Chickadee, White-breasted Nuthatch, American 
Robin, European Starling, Northern Cardinal, Rufous-sided Towhee, American 
Tree Sparrow, Fox Sparrow, Song Sparrow, Harris' Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, Red¬ 
winged Blackbird, Western Meadowlark, Common Crackle, House Sparrow. 

Sighting Information and Analysis 

Rather than do a county-by-county analysis as has been done in the past, since this 
count starts a new year, I thought 1 would comment on the sightings presented 
using both information provided by the observers and appropriate reference 
materials. This current report only documents those species which are listed by the 
Records Committee as needing documentation, or those which merit comment due 
to significant out-of-range or out-of-season status. A more thorough study, 
including nesting information provided by the reporters, will appear in the next 
NBR. 

•Clark's Grebe—Ruth Green, who has sighted this species in Nebraska before, 
reported an individual at Enders Lake, Chase County, on June 20. 

Stephen J. Dinsmore, via Babs Padelford, who helps coordinate Nebraska 
sighting reports for American Birds, provided this report of an individual at 
Valentine NWR on May 26; "When I arrived at Middle Marsh L., a couple of 
hundred Western Grebes were scattered about the lake. I spent about 20 minutes 
searching through the grebes for a Clark's Grebe when I spotted one about 150 yards 
distant. The bird was close to several Western Grebes, which made comparisons 
easy. The long, slender neck, low profile body, and black-and-white appearance 
easily identified the bird as a Western/Clark's Grebe. Compared to nearby Western 
Grebes, this bird had more white on the face, a bright orange rather than dull yellow 
bill, and slightly paler flanks. The crown and back of the neck were black, as were the 
wings and mantle. The face was white, and this white color clearly included the area 
surrounding the eye. The bird also had a conspicuous but small white spot near each 
nostril, just above the base of the bill. These white spots were best seen when the 
bird was facing me. The bill was long, slender, straight, and very orange in color. 

The flanks were off-white or gray, slightly paler than the flanks of nearby Western 
Grebes. I did not hear the bird call. 1 continued searching through the Western 
Grebes and located another single Clark's Grebe much farther out on the lake. It was 
similar to the bird described above and was also compared with nearby Western 
Grebes." 

•Brown Pelican—Unbelievably two separate sightings of two apparently distinct 
individuals in the state this May. The better publicized sighting was a bird, probably 
a third-year bird, in Dodge County. Stephen Dinsmore's sighting report, again 
provided by Babs Padelford, follows: "The large size, large, spatulate bill, and brown 
body color were unmistakable and left no doubt that this was a Brown Pelican. The 
bird was seen only in flight, from distances as close as 50 yards. The long, dark bill 
with a spatulate shape were evident. The forehead, crown,throat, and front of the 
neck were white while the back of the neck was dark brown. The rest of the body was 
also dark brown. The wings were very long and narrow, proportionately much 
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slimmer than those of an American White Pelican. The 
wings were dark brown as well/ ^xlcept for a paler bar 
extending along the underside of the secondary and 
primary coverts. I was unable to determine if the bird was 
in breeding or nonbreeding plumage." 

The second bird was found in Dakota County, 
approximately 8 miles above the mouth of the Big Sioux 
River at Missouri River mile marker 742. This second- 
year bird was first found by Mark Johnson of St. Paul, MN 
on May 21 and seen again on May 22. Huser, Jerry Probst 
and Carol Boots found the bird on May 23, Johnson, 

Probst, and Huser provided documentation to both 
NOURC and SDOURC. The bird perched in the water Dodge Co. Brown Pelican.; 
and on snags and flew in large, lazy circles less than 30 Photo by Mark Brogie 
feet above the river. 

•Tricolored Heron—A single bird was reported by Mark Dietz and Rollin Gentes on 
May 13 at a private pond in Sarpy County. An individual of this species had been 
reported at the IPL Ponds just across the border from Bellevue on May 4, and this 
might have been the same bird, Attempts to get further details have been 
unsuccessful. 

•Yellow-crowned Night-Heron—^The only report from the period comes not from 
SE Nebraska but from Scotts Bluff County. Alice Kenitz reported one bird at a pond 
late in the day on the east edge of Gering. Documentation on this out-of-range bird 
has been submitted to the NOURC, 

•Tundra Swan—Individuals were seen at the Offutt Base Lake on at least two 
occasions by R.C. Korpi and Ruth Green. 

•American Black Duck—The only report was an individual seen at very close range 
on the ponds between the 12th and 13th holes at the Willow Lakes (formerly, 
Capehart) Golf Club, Sarpy County. Raymond C. Korpi reported the sighting, and he 
was able to provide me with accurate field marks over the phone the next day. 

• Oldsquaw-i—First reported by Greg Hoover on January 9, the bird's identity was 
confirmed by specimen comparison and by sightings by Game and Parks 
Commission personnel. It stayed for several days at the inlet to Lake Maloney. The 
March 3 Carter Lake, Douglas County, bird was sighted by Alan Grenon, Tanya Bray, 
Jerry Toll, and Babs and Loren Padelford. A report has been sent to the NOURC. 
•Barrow's Goldeneye—A report of the January 12 sighting by Tanya Bray at Lake 
McConaughy has been submitted to the NOURC. 

•Red-shouldered Hawk—Red-shouldered Hawk reports from Fontenelle Forest 
were common this spring, as they have been in the past few years. This year's 
reports include the fledging of two young, noted by Ruth Green. 

•Gyrfalcon—Joe Shown of Lincoln County reported two sightings to Wilma 
Wyman. First, an immature Gyrfalcon 2 miles west of Maxwell near Hwy. 30 on 
Januaiy 20. Second, a male Gyrfalcon 1 mile east of Hershey on Hwy. 30. This bird 
sat on a center pivot waiting for grouse, and chased and captured one bird. Shown is 
a falconer and has much experience with this species as well as all other falcons in 
the area. 

•Gray Partridge—While found wTth reasonable regularity in northeast Nebraska, 
the Gray Partridge sighted by Alan Grenon and Ted Floyd on May 14 in Douglas 
County is a good find. Is this bird's range expanding? 
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• Chukar—According to Gary Lingle, via R.G. Cortelyou, the Chukar sighted in 
Howard County during the NOU Meeting was probably an escape from a game 
reserve nearby and not a truly feral bird. 

• King Rail—The King Rail sightings by the McCartneys and Scott Purdy were 
reported in the NOU Newsletter. King Rails probably nested in Capitol Beach 
Marsh in Lincoln several years ago,'and the species' status within the state is 
unclear. It is not known whether documentation has been submitted to the 
NOURC. 

• Snowy Plover—One sighting is the subject of a note. A second was reported May 4 
by the CCC group. While neither report contained details of the sighting, both were 
made by shorebird experts, adding validity to the reports. It is hoped that 
documentation of these will be provided to the NOURC. 

• Black-necked Stilt—Besides the note in the Newsletter on the ongoing research 
on the colony near Antioch, the only report in-state was by the CCC group, date 
unknown. Bill Huser also noted that a stilt spent time at Snyder's Bend near Sioux 
City from April 6 to 14. It was usually seen within 100 meters of the state line, so 
undoubtedly it may have spent some time in Nebraska, though Bill never saw it on 
this side of the border. The record, no matter where the bird decided to probe, is 
noteworthy. 

• Short-billed Dowitcher—While this species was reported in several places, no 
notes were submitted with regard to vocalizations for this period. 

•American Woodcock—Larry Einemann provided the following details of the only 
sighting of this species during the period; "One was found in atypical habitat at 
Wyuka Cemetery at Lincoln, NE, on 11 March 1991 at about 1 pm. The area the 
woodcock was found in had about 15 cedar trees that had never been pruned. The 
location was on a hill surrounded by plantings of tall deciduous trees. I had walked 
through the area earlier, but did not see the brown thrasher which had 
overwintered in the same area. As I walked back to the car, I passed through the 
same area of cedars. I walked by a cedar in which, the woodcock was hiding. It 
buzzed from the cover of the lower branches to an open area some 30 feet away. I 
tried to conceal my presence behind the cedar so I could view the woodcock. By the 
time I did this 5-second maneuver, the woodcock had vanished. I believe the 
woodcock originally was in a streambed, with wet, moist areas about Vzniile to the 
southeast, just behind the Target store. There the city was gouging a stream bed and 
all of the trees, shrubs, and other components of the landscape. A new street was to 
be located in the area, and a sterile pond was to be constructed in the former creek 
bed. In any case, I believe the woodcock was frightened from this creek bed by earth- 
moving equipment and took flight to the closet cover it could find, the site in the 
cemetery." 

Td like to know what the status of this species is within the state. Is it on the 
decline, or do we miss it like owls ?md nightjars due to its crepuscular and nocturnal 
behavior? 

• Glaucous Gull—A report of the January 12 sighting by Tanya Bray at Lake 
McConaughy has been submitted to the NOURC. 

•Black-legged Kittiwake—Two reports, one by the CCC group (in bold print on 
their list), and one by James E. Ducey in his surveying of the Sandhills. Ducey 
provided the criteria by which he identified this species, but no exact details. May 
and June records of this species are scarce and should be reported to the NOURC. 
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•Short-eared Owl—Rick Wright provided the only sighting of this owl in the state 
with a report from Pawnee County on May 16. 

•Inca Dove—This photo of the 
Orleans bird, first reported in 
early December 1990 and staying 
several weeks, was provided by 
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Smith. 


•Pileated Woodpecker—Records of both sightings, one from January 28 through 31 
by Susan Moylan and one on March 26 (see Notes section), have been submitted to 
the NOURC, Alan Grenon, chair of the NOURC, reports that a small-imaged but 
diagnostic photo was obtained by Moylan in January. 

•Yellow-bellied Sapsucker—This winter visitor was reported by all seven reporters 
in the Douglas-Sarpy area between 1 and 24 January, suggesting perhaps an influx of 
the species into the area following the cold snap. Then the bird was not noted again 
until the April date given. 

•Say's Phoebe—Sue Gentes reported this bird in Fontenelle Forest May 23. While 
no details were available, this bird has been reported twice in the last two or three 
years in the forest by reliable observers. Another extralimital sighting was reported 
by Larry Einemann in Lancaster County. 

•The Empidonax complex—Much information was gathered about this group of 
flycatchers in these reports. I am going to make a thorough analysis of these and 
place it in the next Review. Sightings, as you can tell by the tables, warrant the 
further examination the status of some species. 

One of the most interesting notes gotten was one sent, via Alice Kenitz, by 
Linda Cooper of Winter Haven, FL, who located and taped at least two singing Least 
Flycatchers near Lake McConaughy on June 11 and 12. 

•Varied Thrush—Neither report noted was accompanied by any details though both 
were sighted by long-time birders. 

•Sage Thrasher—Helen Hughson reported this species April 6. The status of the 
Sage Thrasher is tentatively known in the state, so details would be appreciated. 
The date and location do fit previous sighting patterns and expected migration 
patterns for the species. 

•Blue-winged Warbler—^Jim and Sandy Kovanda reported this species in Fontenelle 
Forest May 19. No other details were available from the forest list, 

•Hooded Warbler^—Besides the CCC report for which no date was given, Kathleen 
Crawford-Rose and Robert Rose found this species in Handsome Hollow, 
Fontenelle Forest, April 28. Documentation has been supplied to the NBR. 

•Scarlet Tanager—Tom Labedz reported a singing male on territory at Gilbert-Baker 
Recreation Area, Sioux County, June 7, 8, and 9. He did not see any females and 
surmises that this species may hybridize with Western Tanagers in the area. 
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• Snow Bunting —This species was a life bird for Loren Blake on January 6. 

Reporters, Observers, and County Tallies 

• Sioux County—146 species. Reporters: Helen Hughson, Tom Labedz. 

• Scotts Bluff County—149 species. Reporter: Alice Kenitz, Tom Labedz. 

Observers: Felix Koenig, Lucy Koenig, Brad McKinney, Nora Mae Vance, personnel 
at the North Platte NWR. 

• Chase County—61 species. Reporters: lola Pennington, Ruth Green, Rick 
Wright. 

•Keith County—63 species. Reporters: Tanya Bray, Mark Peyton. Observers: Jerry 
Toll, Rocky Plettner. 

•Garden County—67 species. Reporters: Tanya Bray, Ruth Green, Linda Cooper 
(of Winter Haven, FL). 

•Lincoln County — 144 species. Reporters: Mrs. Wilma Wyman, Tanya Bray. 
Observers: Greg Hoover , Joe Shown, Ella Nielsen, members of the Tout Bird Club. 

•Buffalo County — 136 species. Reporters: Robin Harding, Lanny Randolph, Scott 
Purdy. Observers: NOU field trip participants. 

•Phelps County — 120 species. Reporters: Robin Harding, Lanny Randolph. 

•Kearney County —115 species. Reporters: Robin Harding, Lanny Randolph. 

•Hall County — 193 species. Reporters: Helen Seim, Scott Purdy, Tanya Bray, Alan 
Grenon. Observers: Tom Labedz; NOU field trip participants; CCC field trip 
participants, Craig Faanes, leader. 

•Holt County —163 species. Reporters: Loren Blake, Dave Stage, James E. Ducey. 
Note: Ducey graciously provided copyrighted records of his research on the breeding 
birds of the Sandhills for use in the Holt County report. 

•Knox County —160 species. Reporter: Mark Brogie, Babs and Loren Padelford, 
Loren Blake. Observers: Ellen Brogie, Roger and Isolde Cutshall. 

•York County —46 species. Reporters: Tanya Bray, Larry Einemann. 

•Polk County —151 species. Reporter: R.G. Cortelyou. Observers: Norris Alfred, 
Swede Lind, Lee and Shirley Morris. 

• Cuming County—56 species. Reporters: Larry Einemann, Mabel Ott. 

• Saunders County—118 species. Reporter: Fr. Thomas Hoffman. 
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•Lancaster County—197 species. Reporter: Larry Einemann, Bill Garthright, Tom 
Labedz, Mabel Ott, Babs and Loren Padelford, Rick Wright. 

•Dakota County—177 species. Reporter: Bill Huser. Observers: Jerry Probst, Mark 
Johnson, Mark Haindfield (of Salix, lA). 

•Washington County—63 species. Reporters: Jerry Toll, Alan Grenon. Observers: 
Joel Jorgensen, ASO Spring Count Participants. 

•Douglas/Sarpy Counties—223 species. Reporters: Babs and Loren Padelford, 

Ruth Green, Tanya Bray, Alan Grenon, Rick Wright, Raymond C. Korpi, R.G. 
Cortelyou, Clyde and Emma Johnson, Kathleen Crawford-Rose, Jerry Toll. 

Observers: Janet F. Korpi, Robert Rose, Alice Rushton, Mark Dietz, Sue Gentes, 
Rollin Gentes, Julie Eiler, Susan Moylan, Chris Rasmussen, A1 and lone Werthman, 
Phil Swanson, Anne Spencer, Marg Cortelyou, George Brown, ASO Spring Count 
Participants. 

• Cass County—157 species. Reporters: Gertrude Wood, Rick Wright, Alan 
Grenon. Observers: Kevin DeGarmo, Chris Rasmussen, ASO Spring Count 
Participants. 


NOTES 

Snowy Plover Sightings. Three Snowy Plovers {Charadrius alexandrinus) were seen 
at Lake McConaughy, Keith County. Two birds were sighted at Sand Point on the 
west end of the lake on June 4, 1991, and a single bird was seen across the lake (the 
site has no name) on June 5, 1991. 

The three birds were seen during the annual Least Tern and Piping Plover 
survey conducted by Central and NPPD. The June 4th sighting was made by Mark 
Peyton, and the June 5th sighting was made by Rocky Plettner. Peyton contacted 
Richard Rosche, who informed him that this was the first sighting of Snowy Plovers 
at Lake McConaughy that he knew about, though Rosche has seen them elsewhere 
in western Nebraska. 

—Mark M. Peyton, 1105 17th, Gothenburg, NE 69138 


Pileated Woodpecker Responds to Owl Tape. Suspecting the Pileated Woodpecker 
{Drycopos pileatiis) first reported in fall 1990 might still be present, 1 spent much of a 
late March visit to Nebraska in Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy County, looking and 
listening for the bird without success. Late on the morning of March 26, 1991, Tanya 
Bray, Babs Padelford, and I weie at the mouth of Handsome Hollow in Fontenelle 
Forest, the site of the most recent observations. Seeing and hearing nothing we 
played the recorded song of Eastern Screech-Owl {Otus asio), hoping to attract 
passerines. Within seconds, a female Pileated Woodpecker flew silently from the 
floodplain forest and landed on the trunk of a small tree very near us; for nearly 
twenty minutes the bird remained in sight, sunning and preening. 

Although I have often seen Pileated Woodpeckers in the east brought to view 
by recordings of their own call, I had never seen one react to Screech-Owl song. 
While I urge caution in the use of tapes of any kind, our unexpected success with 
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this technique may be of use to other birders in search of Nebraska's most elusive 
woodpecker. 

Full details of this sighting have been submitted to the NOU Records 
Committee for evaluation. 

—Rick Wright, 808 A Hartwell Dr., Savoy, IL 61874 

Cuming County Banding Records. For the past 14 out of 16 years I have banded at a 
farm northeast of Beemer, Cuming County, for 2 to 4 days in late May. Last year 
(1990), Memorial Day weekend, 222 birds of 43 species were banded. 1991 results are 
as follows: 




May, 

1991 




24 

25 

26 

27 

Total 

Red-headed Woodpecker 


1 

1 


2 

Downy Woodpecker 


1 

1 


2 

Hairy Woodpecker 


1 



1 

Yellow-shafted Flicker 

1 





Olive-sided Flycatcher 


1 



1 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 


2 



2 

Traill's (Willow/Alder) Flycatcher 

1 

6 

4 

1 

12 

Least Flycatcher 

3 


3 

1 

7 

Eastern Kingbird 


2 



2 

Blue Jay 

3 

5 

3 

2 

13 

Black-capped Chickadee 

2 

2 


2 

6 

White-breasted Nuthatch 




1 

1 

House Wren 

6 

5 

2 

2 

15 

Swainson's Thrush 

1 

3 


3 

7 

American Robin 


4 

3 

3 

10 

Brown Thrasher 

2 

2 

1 

2 

7 

Red-eyed Vireo 




1 

1 

Chestnut-sided Warbler 


1 



1 

Magnolia Warbler 


3 



3 

American Redstart 



1 

1 

2 

Mourning Warbler 


2 


1 

3 

Common Yellowthroat 


4 

3 

2 

9 

Wilson's Warbler 


1 

1 


2 

Indigo Bunting 


1 



1 

Dickcissel 


2 



2 

Western Meadowlark 

1 




1 

Brown-headed Cowbird 


1 

1 


2 

Northern (Baltimore) Oriole 

1 

1 

1 


3 

American Goldfinch 



1 

1 

2 


Total of 29 Species 21 51 26 23 121 

—Mabel Ott, 2718 So. 33rd St., Lincoln, NE 68506 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Frank Graham, Jr., with Carl W. Buchmeister. The Audubon Ark: A History of the National 
Audubon Society. 336 pp., bibliography, index. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1990. 
$29.95. 

Both Graham and Buchmeister worked for the National Audubon Society, which gave 
them an insider's view and knowledge of much of the history of the Society, but at the risk 
of unintended bias. The book covers the outside conditions (such as plume hunting and 
the relative paucity of seabirds along the New England coast) which gave rise to the Society, 
early efforts before the society was established, the successes, failures, and internal disputes 
of the Society, and its cooperation with and disputes with other organizations and various 
governmental units. An interesting item from the background information given 
throughout the book is that in the early days, in the Deep South, "small birds such as robins 
and bobolinks were shot regularly for food and could be seen for sale in the shops, 'strung 
up like onions.'" 

Connie Toops. The Enchanting Owl. Stillwater, MN: Voyageur Press. 128 pp., bibliography, 
index, 100 color photographs. $27.95 hardcover, $17.95 softcover. 

This book covers owls in general, discussing anatomy, habits, habitations, prey, competitors, 
and other topics for owls in general, but with comments to those species which don't 
conform to the general pattern. Anyone interested in a particular species can use the index 
to follow it. 

—R.G. Cortelyou, 5109 Underwood Ave., Omaha, NE 68132 
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ADDRESSES FOR THE MARCH REVIEW 

Articles, Notes, Christmas Count Data, photos, and other items should be mailed to Dr. 
Rosalind Morris, 3018 "O" Street, Lincoln, NE 68510. 

Occurrence Reports and Field Trips Lists for the last half of 1991 should be mailed to Ray 
Korpi, NW 1340 State #6, Pullman, WA 99163 
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Addition to fall 1991 Occurrence report 

The following rows were inadvertently omitted from the table on page 77 of the September 




York 





Dakota 

SI 

Douglas 

Sarpy 

Cass 


Mr 28 
Je 16 

Ap 14 
Je9 


Mr 31 

S 



Mr 24 

S 



My 29 
Je6 

Mr 20 
Je30 

Eastern 

Phoebe 







Apl3 



My 23 


Say^s ^hoeb^ 
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THE 1991 CENSUS OF LEAST TERNS AND PIPING PLOVERS IN NEBRASKA 

We counted least terns {Sterna antillarum) and piping plovers {Charadrius 
melodus) in Nebraska during June and July, 1991. This undertaking was part of an 
international effort to census the threatened piping plover throughout Canada and 
the United States. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) (1988) has called for 
the censusing of piping plovers every five years to monitor the status of the species 
and to gage the effectiveness of recovery efforts. This first international census of the 
piping plover has been organized by the USFWS's Great Lakes/Northern Great 
Plains Piping Plover recovery team. The census is one of the first attempts to 
complete a total count of one species of breeding shorebird. 

The least tern in the Great Plains is endangered and also requires periodic 
censusing (USFWS 1990). Because both species nest on the same river sandbars and 
adjacent sand and gravel pits (sandpits) in Nebraska, least terns were counted during 
the census of piping plovers. 


Study Area and Methods 

The distribution of the least tern and piping plover in Nebraska has been well 
known for several years. The Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, Platte River 
Whooping Crane Habitat Maintenance Trust, USFWS, and others began censusing 
in the late 1970s. In the intervening years most stretches of river and sandpits used 
for nesting were identified. 

Sandpits (Figure 1) are areas mined for the commercial sale of sand and 
gravel and are usually located within 2-3 miles of a river. Three areas we included as 
sandpits consisted of sand and gravel that had been side casted along diversion 
canals from the Loup River (Loup River Diversion), South Platte River (Korty 
Diversion), and from near the confluence of the North and South Platte rivers 
(Central Diversion). Periodic dredging to keep the canals open creates and maintains 
a large expanse of barren sand and gravel. The barren sand and gravel at pits is 
similar to the barren sandbar substrate found in rivers (Kirsch 1991, Lingle 1990, 
Wilson 1991). We also surveyed pits that were no longer being actively mined but 
contained some suitable nesting substrate. Vegetation eventually will cover inactive 
sand and gravel areas and render them unsuitable as nesting habitat. 

In river channels the two species nest on sandbars kept clear of vegetation by 
the scouring action of periodic high flows. Such habitat has declined along some 
river segments such as the Platte River upstream of Columbus. River channels 
have narrowed, and riparian forest has replaced previously active channel. A few 
artificial sandbars have been constructed in this reach and we included these sites in 
our survey. 

In 1990 and 1991 we conducted a preliminary aerial survey of the Loup River, 
North Loup River (below Brewster), Middle Loup River (below Dunning), Calamus 
River (below Highway 183), Elkhorn River (Platte River to O'Neill), and Platte 
River system (Platte River, South Platte River, North Platte River to Lake 
McConaughy) to search for potential nest sites that had not been identified in 
previous years. Identified areas were visited during the 1991 census. Most surveys 
on the rivers were conducted by airboat, but on part of the Loup River a hovercraft 
was used. The South Platte, Upper Platte (Lexington to North Platte), North Platte 
River to Lake McConaughy, and Elkhorn River were not visited by boat because 
they lacked suitable habitat found during the preliminary survey. The Missouri 
River boundary between Nebraska and South Dakota, where least terns and piping 



134 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 59 


plovers also occur (Dirks 1990, Schwalbach 1988) was censused by personnel from 
South Dakota. 

Sandpits, sandbars, and reservoir shoreline (Lake McConaughy) were usually 
observed from a distance through binoculars and spotting scopes and the total 
number of birds were counted as well as the number of birds on nests. Therefore, 
observations of bands, color markers, and leg injuries were not always possible. We 
determined pairs based upon the observation of birds on nests, copulation, and 
other behavior. 


Results 

We searched for least terns and piping plovers during the first three weeks of June, 
the agreed period for the international piping plover census. High flows on the 
Loup and lower Platte (Columbus to Missouri River confluence) inundated all 
suitable nesting habitat and the census was confined to sandpits. A few birds were 
seen loafing on damp barely emerged bars in early June. By early July the flows 
subsided, nesting habitat appeared, and we counted the birds on the lower Platte on 
July 2-3 and on the Loup River on July 11. The dating of eggs in nests (Hays and 
LeCroy 1971, Schwalbach 1988) located on July 2-3 and July 11 indicated that nesting 
or renesting on sandbars had not begun again until the third week of June. Most 
least tern clutches consisted of two eggs, indicating renesting, and no chicks of either 
species were observed during the July survey. Nests in May would have been 
inundated by late May or June high flows. It is possible that some of the least terns 
and piping plovers counted at sandpits in early June renested on the river by July 2- 
3. 

It is important to consider renesting and the effects of high flows on nesting 
chronology if one attempts to assign an overall number of least terns and piping 
plovers for Nebraska from this survey by simply adding all of the observations in 
Table 1. Table 1 displays the number of pairs of least terns and piping plovers as well 
as the total number of adults. The totals in Table 1 are not simply addition of 
numbers of pairs and total adults at each site but rather addition of pairs and adults 
at sites during the first three weeks of June. 

We were not always able to determine pairs. Consequently, the difference 
between the number of pairs X 2 and total number of adults should not be viewed 
necessarily as the number of unpaired least terns and piping plovers. Moreover, 
many least terns and some piping plovers were not attached to any nesting area. For 
example, on June 13 we attempted to airboat the lower Platte. Many of the observed 
least terns and piping plovers were solitary and moving along the river in apparent 
response to inundation just occurring farther downstream. Indeed, heavy rains near 
Fremont on July 13 caused bank-full conditions and forced us to cancel the census by 
mid-afternoon near Leshara. The rains continued in the evening and we observed 
very high flows on the river the next day. There were no exposed sandbars. 

We counted 302 pairs of least terns and 139 pairs of piping plovers and a total 
of 876 adult least terns and 398 adult piping plovers during the first three weeks of 
June (Table 1). Forty-eight percent of the least terns occurred on the river, 50% at the 
pits, and 2% on the shoreline of Lake McConaughy during the first three weeks of 
June. Forty-nine percent of the piping plovers occurred on the river, 35% at the 
sandpits, and 16% on the shoreline of Lake McConaughy during the first three 
weeks of June. One-hundred sixty-nine sandpits (90 active and 79 inactive) were 
surveyed and the birds were present at 45 active pits and 7 inactive pits. During the 
July 2-3 census on the lower Platte we counted 137 pairs of least terns, a total of 356 
adult least terns, 33 pairs of piping plovers, and a total of 73 adult piping plovers. 
During later censuses (June 27, July 2-3, 9-10) at sandpits along the lower Platte we 
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counted 48 pairs of least terns, a total of 127 adult least terns, 4 pairs of piping 
plovers, and a total of 18 adult piping plovers. The July 11 census on the Loup River 
revealed 35 pairs of least terns, a total of 117 adult least terns, 14 pairs of piping 
plovers, and a total of 48 adult piping plovers. 

Almost twice the number of piping plovers (162) and over 100 more least 
terns (291) was observed on the Niobrara River than in 1988 (Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission 1988). No birds were counted at sandpits along the South Platte 
River, The low level of Lake McConaughy in 1991 exposed extensive sandy beaches 
and the 63 piping plovers observed there were the largest number ever recorded at 
the reservoir. The water surface elevation at the reservoir on May 30, 1991 was 
3245.3 ft above sea level, well below the mean elevation of 3261.5 ft for the end of 
May during the 1980s. High flows, due to precipitation, and a lack of habitat resulted 
in little nesting along the upper Platte and central Platte (Lexington to Columbus). 
Almost all river nesting on the central Platte occurred at two manmade islands 
(sites 67 and 80) (Table 1), and most nesting occurred at adjacent sandpits. 
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Figure 1. 

Sand and gravel pit 
adjacent to the lower 
Platte River. 


Footnotes for Tables 
(Placed here for legibility) 

1 Numbers correspond to the numbers on the maps (Figures 2-5). 

2 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers river miles 

2 U.S. Geological Survey 7.5 minute series quadrangle maps. 

4 Man-made island 

5 The totals for the Platte and Loups rivers and the grand totals for nebraska are 
only additions of Least Tern and Piping Plover pairs and total adults observed 
during the first three weeks of June, the official period for the international 
Piping Plover census. During the July 2-3 census on the Lower Platte (Columbus 
to the Missouri River), we counted 137 pairs of Least Terns, a total of 356 adult 
Least Terns, 33 pairs of Piping Plovers, and a total of 73 Piping Plovers. During 
censuses (June 27, July 2-3 and 9-10) at sandpits along the Lower Platte, we 
counted 48 pairs of Least Terns, a total of 127 adult Least Terns, 4 pairs of Piping 
Plovers, and a total of 18 Piping Plovers. The July 11 census on the Loup River 
revealed 35 pairs of Least Terns, a total of 117 adult Least Terns, 14 pairs of Piping 
Plovers, and a total of 48 adult Piping Plovers. 

6 Side cast sand and gravel at the Loup River Diversion Canal. 
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Table 1. Locations of nesting (n) Least Terns and Piping Plovers and other locations of the birds on river sandbars (K), 
reservoir shoreline (S), and at sand and gravel pits (P) in Nebraska during June and July, 1991. 


Sitel 

Twp-Range-Section, R. Mile^ 

County 

Niobrara River 

uses Quad3 

Least 
Tern 
Prs Ads 

Piping 
Plover 
Prs Ads 

Cen. 

Date 

IR 

32N-21W-NE1/4-22, RM 104.2 

Brown/Keya Paha 

Dutch Creek 

0 

0 

1 

3 

6/18 

2R 

32N-20W-E1/2-22, RM 97.7 

Rock/Keya Paha 

Bassett NW 

0 

18 

0 

22 

6/18 

3R 

32N-19W-NE1/4-29, RM 93.6 

Rock/Keya Paha 

Riverview 

0 

0 

1 

2 

6/18 

4R 

32N-19W-E1/2-28, RM 92.6 

Rock/Keya Paha 

Riverview 

0 

0 

1 

2 

6/18 

5Rn 

32N-19W-SW1/4-23, RM 90.5 

Rock/Keya Paha 

Riverview 

0 

0 

4 

8 

6/18 

6R 

32N-19W-E1/2-23, RM 90.0 

Rock/Keya Paha 

Riverview 

0 

3 

0 

9 

6/18 

7Rn 

32N-17W-NW1/4-6, RM 80.9 

Rock/Keya Paha 

Mariaville 

15 

30 

4 

8 

6/18 

8R 

33N-17W-E1/2-25, RM 75.3 

Rock/Keya Paha 

Mariaville 

0 

0 

0 

1 

6/18 

9Rn 

33N-16W-NE1/4-21, RM 72.0 

Boyd/Holt 

Naper SW 

19 

38 

10 

20 

6/18 

lOR 

33N-15W-E1/2-7, RM 67.4 

Boyd/Holt 

Dustin 

0 

0 

1 

2 

6/18 

HR 

34N-14W-NE1/4-29, RM 59.2 

Boyd/Holt 

Butte NW 

0 

3 

0 

0 

6/18 

12R 

34N-14W-SE1/4-35, RM 55.8 

Boyd/Holt 

Butte SW 

0 

0 

0 

4 

6/18 

13Rn 

33N-14W-NW1/4-1, RM 55.2 

Boyd/Holt 

Butte SW 

5 

14 

5 

13 

6/18 

14R 

33N-14W-SE1/4-1, RM 54.8 

Boyd/Holt 

Butte SW 

0 

0 

1 

2 

6/18 

15R 

33N-13W-W1/2-7, RM 53.8 

Boyd/Holt 

Butte SW 

0 

6 

0 

3 

6/18 

16Rn 

33N-12W-NE1/4-20, RM 44.4 

Boyd/Holt 

Spencer South 

13 

26 

0 

8 

6/18 

17Rn 

33N-12W-NE1/4-28, RM 43.0 

Boyd/Holt 

Spencer South 

6 

13 

3 

6 

6/18 

18R 

33N-12W-SW1/4-26, RM 41.7 

Boyd/Holt 

Spencer South 

0 

2 

0 

0 

6/18 

19Rn 

33N-12W-NE1/4-25, RM 39.7 

Boyd/Holt 

Spencer South 

8 

20 

1 

2 

6/18 

20Rn 

33N-11W-NE1/4-32, RM 37.7 

Boyd/Holt 

Spencer South 

3 

8 

3 

6 

6/19 

21Rn 

32N-11W-NW1/4-1, RM 33.5 

Boyd/Holt 

Bristow 

6 

12 

2 

6 

6/19 

22Rn 

32N-10W-SE1/4-5, RM 30.5 

Boyd/Holt 

Bristow 

2 

6 

1 

2 

6/19 

23Rn 

32N-9W-SW1/4-4, RM 24.3 

Boyd/Holt 

Lynch 

3 

9 

1 

6 

6/19 

24Rn 

32N-8W-SW1/4-8, RM 20.2 

Knox 

Monowi 

1 

9 

0 

4 

6/19 

25Rn 

32N-8W-SE1/4-16, RM 17.0 

Knox 

Pishelville 

7 

14 

6 

12 

6/19 

26R 

32N-8W-NE1/4-22, RM 15.6 

Knox 

Pishelville 

0 

0 

1 

2 

6/19 

27R 

32N-8W-NE1/4-23, RM 14.7 

Knox 

Pishelville 

0 

3 

0 

0 

6/19 

28R 

32N-7W-NW1/4-30, RM 13.1 

Knox 

Pishelville 

0 

7 

1 

2 

6/19 

29Rn 

32N-7W-W1/2-33, RM 10.5 

Knox 

Pishelville 

2 

6 

0 

1 

6/19 

30Rn 

31N-7W-2,RM7.9 

Knox 

Verdigre NE 

5 

12 

1 

4 

6/19 
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Figure 2. 

Locations of Least Terns and Piping Plovers along 
the Niobrara River during June 18-19, 1991. 
Numbers 1-32 refer to sites in Table 1. 
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Site 

Twp-Range-Section, R. Mile 

County 

uses Quad 

Least 
Tern 
Prs Ads 

Piping 
Plover 
Prs Ads 

Cen. 

Date 

31R 

32N-6W-SW1/4-31, RM 5.0 

Knox 

Verdigre NE 

0 2 

0 

0 

6/19 

32Rn 

32N-6W-NE1/4-19, RM 2,2 

Knox 

Verdigre NE 

15 30 

1 

2 

6/19 

Total (R) 



110 291 

49 162 



North Platte River (Lake McConaughy^ 


33S 

15N-40W-N1/2-9 

Keith 

Belmar 

0 

1 

0 

0 

6/4 

34Sn 

15N-40W-W1/2-10 

Keith 

Belmar 

0 

1 

6 

13 

6/4 

35S 

15N-40W-S1/2-12 

Keith 

Lemoyne 

0 

0 

1 

2 

6/4 

36Sn 

15N-39W-SW1/4-17 

Keith 

Lemoyne 

0 

0 

1 

2 

6/4 

37S 

15N-39W-SW1/4-16 

Keith 

Lemoyne 

0 

0 

0 

2 

6/4 

38S 

15N-39W-SW1/4-23 

Keith 

Lemoyne 

0 

0 

0 

1 

6/4 

39S 

15N-39W-N1/2-25 

Keith 

Ogallala 

0 

2 

0 

0 

6/4 

40S 

15N-38W-NE1/4-30 

Keith 

Martin 

0 

0 

0 

1 

6/4 

41Sn 

15N-38W-SW1/4-20 

Keith 

Martin 

0 

0 

1 

3 

6/4 

42S 

15N-38W-SE1/4-20 

Keith 

Martin 

0 

0 

0 

1 

6/4 

43Sn 

15N-38W-NW1/4-29 

Keith 

Ogallala 

0 

4 

2 

6 

6/4 

44Sn 

15N-38W-NE1/4-29 

Keith 

Ogallala 

0 

1 

1 

2 

6/4 

45S 

15N-38W-E1/2-28 

Keith 

Ogallala 

0 

1 

0 

2 

6/4 

46S 

14N-38W-NW1/4-7 

Keith 

Ogallala 

0 

1 

0 

0 

6/5 

47Sn 

14N-39W-N1/2-12 

Keith 

Ogallala 

0 

0 

2 

4 

6/5 

48Sn 

14N-39W-NE1/4-4 

Keith 

Brule NE 

0 

0 

1 

3 

6/5 

49Sn 

14N-39W-NE1/4-4 

Keith 

Brule NE 

0 

0 

1 

2 

6/5 

50Sn 

15N-39W-S1/2-33 

Keith 

Brule NE 

0 

0 

1 

2 

6/5 

51Sn 

15N-39W-32 

Keith 

Brule NE 

0 

2 

1 

5 

6/4 

52Sn 

15N-39W-N1/2-31-30 

Keith 

Brule NE 

0 

0 

1 

5 

6/4 

53S 

15N-40W-S1/2-25 

Keith 

Brule NE 

0 

2 

0 

2 

6/4 

54S 

15N-40W-NE1/4-26 

Keith 

Brule NE 

0 

0 

1 

2 

6/4 

55S 

15N-40W-SW1/4-23 

Keith 

Belmar 

0 

0 

0 

1 

6/4 

56S 

15N-40W-NW1/4-22 

Keith 

Belmar 

0 

1 

0 

0 

6/4 

Total (S) 




0 

16 

22 

64 





o 
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Figure 3. 

Locations of Least Terns and Piping Plovers along 
Lake McConaughy and at adjacent sand and gravel 
pits along the upper Platte River during June 3-5, 
1991. Numbers 33-59 refer to sites in Table 1. 
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Site 

Twp-Range-Section, R. Mile 

County 

Platte River 

uses Quad 

Least 
Tern 
Prs Ads 

Piping 
Plover 
Prs Ads 

Cen. 

Date 

57Pn 

11N-25W-22 

Dawson 

Gothenburg 

4 

15 

1 

2 

6/3 

58Pn 

11N-24W-SW1/4-33 

Dawson 

Willow Island 

0 

2 

0 

1 

6/3 

59Pn 

10N-23W-NE1/4-27 

Dawson 

Cozad 

5 

10 

1 

2 

6/3 

60Pn 

9N-21W-NW1/4-20 

Dawson 

Bertrand NW 

1 

2 

1 

2 

6/5 

61Pn 

9N-21W-NE1/4-20 

Dawson 

Bertrand NW 

12 

18 

3 

6 

6/5 

62Pn 

9N-20W-NE1/4-31 

Dawson 

Bertrand NW 

1 

2 

1 

2 

6/5 

63Pn 

8N-20W-S1/2-2 

Dawson 

Overton 

2 

4 

1 

2 

6/5 

64R 

8N-20W-NW1/4-12, RM 239.5 

Dawson 

Overton 

0 

1 

0 

0 

6/12 

65P 

8N-18W-SW1/4-4 

Buffalo 

Elm Creek East 

0 

3 

0 

0 

6/5 

66R 

8N-18W-NW1/4-9, RM 230.3 

Buffalo 

Elm Creek East 

0 

1 

0 

2 

6/12 

67Rn4 

8N-18W-NE1/4-9-NW1/4-10, RM 230 

Buffalo 

Elm Creek East 

1 

4 

2 

4 

6/12 

68R 

8N-18W-NE1/4-11, RM 228 

Buffalo 

Elm Creek East 

0 

0 

0 

1 

6/11 

69Pn 

8N-18W-N1/2-17 

Buffalo 

Elm Creek West 

4 

8 

2 

3 

6/5 

70Pn 

8N-18W-N1/2-16 

Buffalo 

Elm Creek East 

2 

4 

1 

2 

6/5 

71Pn 

8N-17W-S1/2-17 

Phelps 

Elm Creek East 

2 

5 

3 

6 

6/5 

72Pn 

8N-17W-SW1/4-16 

Phelps 

Elm Creek East 

0 

2 

3 

5 

6/5 

73R 

8N-16W-SW1/4-14, RM 215.5 

Buffalo 

Kearney 

0 

2 

0 

0 

6/11 

74Rn 

8N-16W-SW1/4-13, RM 214.5 

Buffalo 

Kearney 

0 

1 

1 

2 

6/11 

75Pn 

8N-15W-S1/2-7 

Buffalo 

Kearney 

6 

8 

1 

2 

6/4 

76Pn 

8N-15W-S1/2-8 

Buffalo 

Kearney 

2 

3 

0 

0 

6/4 

77R 

8N-14W-NW1/4-17, RM 207 

Buffalo 

Newark 

0 

0 

0 

1 

6/11 

78Pn 

8N-14W-NW1/4-7 

Buffalo 

Newark 

2 

3 

0 

0 

6/4 

79R 

9N-12W-NE1/4-30, RM 194 

Hall 

Denman 

0 

0 

0 

1 

6/11 

80Rn4 

9N-llW-Sl/2-ll,RM183 

Hall 

Wood River 

10 

16 

4 

8 

6/4 

81Pn 

9N-10W-SW1/4-6 

Hall 

Alda 

12 

24 

1 

2 

6/4 

82R 

9N-10W-S1/2-6, RM 181.5 

Hall 

Alda 

0 

9 

0 

1 

6/11 

83Pn 

9N-10W-SE1/4-6 

Hall 

Alda 

2 

11 

1 

2 

6/4 

84R 

9N-10W-NW1/4-5, RM 180 

Hall 

Alda 

0 

0 

0 

2 

6/11 

85R 

9N-10W-SW1/4-33, RM 179 

Hall 

Alda 

0 

1 

0 

0 

6/11 

86P 

llN-lOW-SWl/4-36 

Hall 

Abbott 

1 

2 

2 

5 

6/4 

87Pn 

11N-9W-W1/2-27 

Hall 

Grand Island 

4 

8 

2 

4 

6/1 

88P 

11N-9W-N1/2-23 

Hall 

Grand Island 

0 

3 

0 

0 

6/1 

89Pn 

13N-6W-SE1/4-21 

Merrick 

Central City West 

7 

14 

2 

3 

6/3 
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Site 

Twp-Range-Section, R. Mile 

County 


Least 

Pipmg 

Ce^n. 





Tern 

Plover 

Date 





Prs 

Ads 

Prs 

Ads 


90Pn 

13N-6W-NW1/4-22 

Merrick 

Central City East 

5 

14 

1 

1 

6/3 

91Pn 

13N-6W-S1/2-22 

Hamilton 

Central City East 

3 

10 

1 

2 

6/3 

92R 

13N-6W-NE1/4, SWl/4-22, RM146 

Merrick 

Central City East 

0 

11 

0 

0 

6/11 

93R 

13N-6W-SE1/4-14, RM 145 

Merrick 

Central City East 

0 

2 

0 

0 

6/11 

94R 

14N-4W-SE1/4-7, RM 134 

Merrick 

Clarks 

0 

2 

0 

0 

6/11 

95R 

15N-3W-SW1/4-18, RM 127 

Merrick 

Silver Creek 

0 

4 

0 

0 

6/11 

96R 

15N-3W-SW1/4-4, RM 124 

Merrick 

Silver Creek 

0 

1 

0 

0 

6/11 

97R 

16N-2W-SE1/4-12, RM113 

Platte 

Columbus SW 

0 

1 

0 

0 

6/11 

98R 

16N-1W-NE1/4-9, RM 110 

Platte 

Duncan 

0 

3 

0 

0 

6/11 

99Pn 

16N-1E-13 

Butler 

Columbus SE 

3 

11 

2 

5 

6/5 





0 

5 

1 

2 

7/2 

lOOR 

16N-1E-NW1/4-5, RM 105 

Platte 

Columbus 

0 

1 

0 

0 

7/3 

lOlRn 

17N-1E-SE1/4-33, RM 102.7 

Platte 

Columbus 

0 

0 

0 

2 

6/13 





4 

8 

3 

6 

7/3 

102R 

17N-1E-SW1/4-35, RM 101.5 

Platte 

Columbus 

0 

1 

0 

0 

7/3 

103R 

16N-2E-SW1/4-5, RM 99.0 

Colfax 

Richland 

0 

2 

0 

0 

6/13 

104R 

16M-2E-NW1/4-10, RM 96.3 

Colfax 

Richland 

0 

1 

0 

0 

6/13 

105R 

16N-3E-W1/2-6, RM 92.5 

Colfax 

Schuyler 

0 

2 

0 

0 

6/13 

106R 

16N-3E-NEl/4-5,RM91.7 

Colfax 

Schuyler 

0 

1 

0 

0 

6/13 

107Rn 

16N-3E-NW1/4-4, RM 90.8 

Colfax 

Schuyler 

5 

15 

1 

2 

6/13 

108Rn 

17N-3E-NE1/4-33 

Colfax 

Schuyler 

5 

10 

1 

2 

6/5 





5 

10 

0 

0 

7/2 

109Rn 

17N-3E-NE1/4-27 

Colfax 

Schuyler 

0 

3 

2 

5 

6/5 





0 

0 

0 

0 

7/3 

llORn 

16N-3E-NE1/4-4, RM 90.6 

Colfax 

Schuyler 

4 

8 

2 

4 

7/3 

lllR 

17N-3E-SE1/4-27, RM 89.0 

Colfax 

Schuyler 

0 

1 

0 

1 

6/13 

112R 

17N-3E-SE1/4-26, RM 87.8 

Colfax 

Schuyler 

0 

2 

0 

0 

6/13 

113R 

17N-3E-W1/2-25, RM 87.2 

Colfax 

Schuyler 

0 

3 

0 

0 

7/3 

114R 

17N-3E-El/2-30,RM86.8 

Colfax 

Schuyler 

0 

4 

0 

0 

6/13 

llSRn 

17N-3E-SWl/4-30,RM86 

Colfax 

Schuyler 

0 

3 

0 

0 

6/13 





1 

2 

0 

0 

7/3 

116Rn 

17N-4E-NW174-21, RM 84 

Colfax 

Rogers 

0 

2 

0 

1 

6/13 





1 

2 

0 

0 

7/3 

117R 

17N-4E-SEl/4-16,RM83 

Colfax 

Rogers 

1 

2 

0 

0 

7/3 

118R 

17N-4E-Sl/2-ll,RM80.7 

Colfax 

Rogers 

0 

2 

0 

0 

6/13 



Figure 4. 

Locations of Least Terns and Piping Plovers along 
the central Platte River and at adjacent sand and 
gravel pits during June 5-12, 1991. Numbers 60-98 
refer to sites in Table 1. 
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Site 

Twp^Rahge-iS^'^t)n^.T^ie 

county 

Quad 

Least 

Piping 

cen. 





Tern 

Plover 

Date 





Prs 

Ads 

Prs 

Ads 


119R 

17N-4E-El/2-12,RM80.0 

Colfax 

Rogers 

0 

1 

0 

0 

6713 

120Pn 

17N-4E-17 

Colfax 

Rogers 

3 

6 

0 

0 

6719 





4 

8 

0 

0 

773 

121Rn 

17N-5E-El/2-8,RM78 

Dodge 

Rogers 

0 

6 

0 

3 

6713 





10 

24 

2 

4 

773 

122Rn 

17N-5E-NW1/4.9, RM 75.5 

Dodge 

North Bend 

5 

10 

1 

2 

773 

123R 

17N-5E-NW1/4-13, RM 74.2 

Dodge 

North Bend 

0 

1 

0 

0 

6713 

124R 

17N-6E.N1 /2-18, RM 72.9 

Dodge 

North Bend 

0 

2 

0 

0 

6713 

125Rn 

17N-6E-NE174-16, RM 70.4 

Dodge 

Malmo NW 

0 

10 

0 

2 

6713 





6 

12 

2 

4 

773 

126R 

17N-6E-NW1/4-23, RM 68.8 

Dodge 

Malmo NW 

0 

1 

0 

0 

6713 

127R 

17N-6E-SE174-23, RM 68.0 

Dodge 

Malmo NW 

0 

2 

0 

0 

6713 

128R 

17N-6E-E172-24, RM 67.0 

Dodge 

Malmo NW 

0 

1 

0 

0 

6713 

129R 

17N-7E-N172-20, RM 65.3 

Dodge 

Malmo NW 

0 

1 

0 

0 

6713 

130R 

17N-7E-NE174-20, RM 64.9 

Dodge 

Malmo NW 

0 

2 

0 

0 

773 

131R 

17N-7E-SE174-16, RM 64.5 

Dodge 

Malmo NW 

0 

1 

0 

0 

6713 

132R 

17N-7E-SW174-15, RM 63.2 

Dodge 

Malmo NW 

0 

2 

0 

0 

6713 

133R 

17N-8E-W172-19, RM 60.5 

Dodge 

Fremont West 

0 

1 

0 

0 

6713 

134R 

17N-8E-W172-33, RM 58.0 

Dodge 

Fremont West 

0 

1 

0 

0 

6713 

135R 

17N-8E-W172-33, RM 56.2 

Dodge 

Fremont East 

0 

3 

0 

0 

6713 

136Pn 

17N-7E-15 

Dodge 

Fremont West 

2 

4 

0 

0 

674 





7 

14 

0 

0 

6727 

137Pn 

17M-6E-18 

Saunders 

North Bend 

2 

4 

1 

2 

674 





2 

4 

0 

0 

772 

138Pn 

17N-6E-16 

Saunders 

North Bend 

4 

8 

1 

3 

674 





4 

8 

1 

2 

772 

139P 

17N-6E-16 

Saunders 

Malmo NW 

1 

2 

0 

0 

675 





3 

6 

0 

0 

6727 

140P 

17N-8E-17 

Dodge 

Fremont West 

0 

0 

1 

2 

674 





0 

0 

0 

0 

6727 

141Pn 

17N-8E-N172-35 

Dodge 

Fremont East 

4 

10 

1 

1 

673 





8 

10 

0 

1 

6727 

142R 

17N-8E-SE174-35,RM56 

Dodge 

Fremont East 

0 

2 

0 

0 

773 

143Rn 

16N-9E-N172-7, RM 53.6 

Douglas7Saunders 

Fremont East 

0 

8 

0 

1 

6713 





7 

19 

1 

2 

773 
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Figure 5. 

Locations of Least Terns and Piping Plovers along 
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Site 

Twp-Range-Seetion, R/Ufffe 

Coiin^ 

"TfSCSlJuad 

Least 

Piping 

Cen. 





Tern 

Plover 

Date 





Prs 

Ads 

Prs 

Ads 


144R 

16N-9E-SEl/4-16,RM51 

Douglas / Saunders 

Leshara 

0 

2 

0 

0 

7/3 

145P 

16N-9E-SE1/4-35 

Douglas 

VaDey 

0 

1 

0 

0 

6/3 





0 

0 

0 

0 

7/3 

146Pn 

15N-10E-S1/2-18 

Douglas 

Valley 

15 

30 

2 

5 

6/3 





11 

18 

1 

1 

7/2 

147R 

15N-9E-SW1/4-34, RM 48 

Douglas/Saunders 

Leshara 

0 

2 

0 

0 

6/13 





0 

3 

0 

0 

7/2 

148Rn 

15N-9E-NE1/4-11, RM 45.7 

Douglas / Saunders 

VaUey 

4 

13 

2 

4 

7/2 

149Rn 

15N-9E-Nl/2-12,RM44.3 

Douglas / Saun ders 

Valley 

5 

19 

0 

0 

7/2 

ISORn 

15N-9E-NE1/4-24, RM 43 

Douglas/Saunders 

VaUey 

1 

2 

0 

1 

7/2 

151Rn 

14N-10E-NE1/4-7, RM 39.2 

Douglas/Saunders 

Wann 

2 

15 

2 

4 

7/2 

152Rn 

14N-10E-SWl/4-8,RM38 

Douglas/ Saunders 

Wann 

10 

20 

2 

4 

7/2 

153Rn 

14W-10E-W1/2-17, RM 37.7 

Douglas/Saunders 

Wann 

3 

10 

0 

4 

7/2 

154Rn 

14N-I0E-E1/2-29, RM35.2 

Sarpy/Saunders 

Wann 

4 

8 

1 

2 

7/2 

155Rn 

14N-I0E-SE1/4-32, RM 33.8 

Sarpy/Saunders 

Wann 

3 

7 

1 

2 

7/2 

156Rn 

13N-10E-NE1/4-6 

Douglas 

Wann 

18 

36 

3 

11 

6/3 





0 

7 

0 

3 

7/10 

157Rn 

13N-10E-SW1/4-8, RM 31.3 

Sarpy/Saunders 

Ashland East 

1 

2 

1 

2 

7/2 

158Rn 

13N-10E-NE1/4-18, RM 30.9 

Sarpy/Saunders 

Ashland East 

0 

10 

1 

2 

7/2 

159R 

13N-10E-SE1/4-18, RM 29.5 

Sarpy/Saunders 

Ashland East 

0 

2 

0 

0 

7/2 

160Rn 

13N-10E-SW1/4-29, RM 28 

Sarpy / Saunders 

Ashland East 

2 

5 

0 

0 

7/2 

161Rn 

13N-10E-SW1/4-29, RM 27 

Sarpy/Saunders 

Ashland East 

1 

2 

1 

2 

7/2 

162Rn 

12N-10E-E1/2-10, RM 24.5 

Cass/Sarpy 

Ashland East 

3 

8 

1 

2 

7/2 

163Pn 

13N-10E-SE1/4-18 

Sarpy 

Ashland East 

1 

3 

0 

4 

6/3 





1 

15 

0 

1 

7/10 

164Pn 

13N-10E-N1/2-18 

Saunders 

Ashland East 

1 

7 

1 

6 

6/3 





2 

15 

11 

5 

7/3 

165Rn 

12N-10E-SE1/4-13, RM21.0 

Cass/Sarpy 

Springfield 

2 

5 

0 

0 

7/2 

166R 

12N-11E-NW1/4-19, RM 21 

Cass 

Springfield 

0 

3 

0 

0 

6/4 

167Pn 

12N-11E-W1/2-19 

Cass 

Manley 

0 

8 

2 

4 

6/4 





1 

2 

0 

0 

7/9 

168Rn 

12N-11E-NW1/4-20, RM 19.4 

Cass/Sarpy 

Manley 

1 

2 

0 

0 

7/2 

169R 

12N-11E-SE1/4-16, RM 18 

Cass/Sarpy 

Springfield 

0 

4 

0 

2 

6/4 

170Rn 

12N-11E-W1/2-15, RM 17.4 

Cass/Sarpy 

Springfield 

8 

16 

2 

4 

7/2 

171Rn 

12N-11E.NW1/4-14, RM 16 

Cass/Sarpy 

Springfield 

2 

4 

1 

2 

7/2 



Figure 6. 

Locations of Least Terns and Piping Plovers along 
the Loup River system and at adjacent sand and 
gravel pits along the upper Platte River during June 
and July, 1991. Numbers 188-219 refer to sites in 
Table 1. 
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-- —----^ooxnj' 


LiCctSl 

Tem 

XXpXAlg 

Plover 

^^exx. 

Date 





Prs 

Ads 

Prs 

Ads 


172Rn 

13N-12E-SE1/4-31, RM 12.5 

Cass/Sarpy 

Cedar Creek 

2 

5 

1 

2 

7/2 

173Rn 

13N-12E-SW1/4-32, RM 12.2 

Cass/Sarpy 

Cedar Creek 

14 

28 

2 

4 

7/2 

174R 

13N-12E-NW1/4-6, RM 12 

Cass 

Cedar Creek 

0 

2 

0 

0 

6/4 

175R 

13N-12E-NW1/4-33, RM 11 

Cass/Sarpy 

Cedar Creek 

0 

3 

0 

0 

7/2 

176R 

13N-12E-SEl/4-28,RM10 

Cass/Sarpy 

Cedar Creek 

0 

2 

0 

0 

7/2 

177Rn 

13N-12E-E1/2-27, RM 9J 

Cass/Sarpy 

Cedar Creek 

4 

8 

1 

2 

7/2 

178Rn 

13N-12E-W1/2-26, RM 8.5 

Cass/Sarpy 

Cedar Creek 

9 

18 

1 

2 

7/2 

179R 

13N-12E-El/2-26,RM8 

Cass/Sarpy 

Cedar Creek 

0 

1 

0 

1 

6/4 

180Rn 

13N-12E-SE1/4-25, RM 6.7 

Cass/Sarpy 

Cedar Creek 

5 

10 

0 

0 

7/2 

181Rn 

13N-13E-Nl/2-34,RM3 

Cass/Sarpy 

Plattsmouth 

7 

14 

1 

2 

7/2 

182R 

13N-14E-NW1/4-31, RM 0.5 

Cass/Sarpy 

Plattsmouth 

0 

2 

0 

2 

7/2 

183Pn 

13N-13E-36 

Cass 

Plattsmouth 

2 

9 

1 

2 

6/4 





0 

5 

0 

3 

7/10 

TOTALS (P) 



136 

324 

47 

107 


Totals (R) 



11 

132 

7 

35 


Totals 


Elkhorn River 


147 

456 

54 

142 


184Pn 

23N-1W-3 

Madison 

Norfolk 

4 

10 

1 

2 

6/20 

185Pn 

23N-4E-S1/2-13 

Cuming 

Wisner 

0 

4 

1 

2 

6/20 

186Pn 

22N-6E-21 

Cuming 

West Point 

4 

4 

0 

0 

6/20 

187Pn 

23N-3E-10 

Stanton 

Stanton NE 

4 

8 

0 

0 

6/20 

Total (P) 


Loup River Svstem 


12 

26 

2 

4 


188Pn 

20N-14W-W1/2-32 

Valley 

OrdNW 

3 

7 

2 

4 

6/17 

189Pn 

20N-14W-SE1/4-32 

Valley 

OrdNW 

2 

4 

0 

0 

6/17 

190Pn 

15N-10W-S1/2-17 

Howard 

Wolbach SW 

7 

18 

3 

6 

6/5 

191Rn 

15N-9W-NE1/4-14 

Howard 

Cushing 

1 

2 

1 

2 

7/11 

192R 

15N-8W-NE1/4-13 

Nance 

Belgrade SW 

0 

0 

1 

2 

7/11 

193Rn 

15N-8W-SW1/4-7 

Nance 

Belgrade SW 

6 

12 

2 

4 

7/11 

194R 

15N-7W-NE1/4-9 

Nance 

Belgrade SE 

0 

2 

0 

0 

7/11 

195Rn 

15N-7W-NW1/4-3 

Nance 

Belgrade SE 

4 

8 

5 

10 

7/11 
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Site Twp-Range-Section, R. Mile 


196R 

15N-7W-E1/2-3 

Nance 

197R 

15N-6W-NW1/4-6 

Nance 

198Rn 

16N-5W-NW1/4-18 

Nance 

199R 

16N-5W-NE1/4-2 

Nance 

200Pn6 

17N-4W-S1/2-31 

Nance 

201R 

17N-4W-NE1/4-6 

Nance 

202Rn 

17N-4W-E1/2-32 

Nance 

203R 

17N-4W-N1/2-33 

Nance 

204R 

17N-3W-NW1/4-30 

Nance 

205R 

17N-3W-NE1/4-30 

Platte 

206R 

17N-3W-NE1/4-19 

Platte 

207R 

17N-3W-NW1/4-15 

Platte 

208Pn 

17N-3W-E1/2-16 

Platte 

209R 

17N-2W-SE1/4-8 

Platte 

210R 

17N-2W-N1/2-23 

Platte 

211Rn 

17N-1W-S1/2-17 

Platte 

212R 

17N-1W-SW1/4-23 

Platte 

213R 

17N-1W-NE1/4-26 

Platte 

214Pn 

17N-1W-NW1/4-18 

Platte 

215Pn 

17N-1W-NE1/4-22 

Platte 

216R 

17N-1E-SE1/4-30 

Platte 

217R 

17N-1E-SE1/4-32 

Platte 

218R 

17N-1E-SW1/4-33 

Platte 

219Pn 

17N-1E-S1/2-30 

Platte 


TOTALS (P) 
TOTALS (R) 
TOTALS 

TOTALS (S) 
TOTALS (P) 
TOTALS (R) 
TOTALS 


uses Quad Least Piping Cen. 

Tem Plover Date 

Prs Ads Prs Ads 


Belgrade SE 0 

Belgrade SE 0 

Fullerton 18 

Fullerton NE 1 

Fullerton NE 12 

Fullerton NE 0 

Fullerton NE 4 

Fullerton NE 0 

Genoa 0 

Genoa 0 

Genoa 0 

Genoa 0 

Genoa 4 

Monroe 0 

Monroe 0 

Duncan 1 

Duncan 0 

Duncan 0 

Duncan 1 

Duncan 1 

Columbus 0 

Columbus 0 

Columbus 0 

Columbus ^ 

33 

0 

33 


0 

181 

121 

302 


1 

0 

0 

7/11 

1 

0 

0 

7/11 

36 

3 

6 

7/11 

2 

1 

2 

7/11 

21 

3 

10 

6/4 

1 

0 

0 

7/11 

11 

0 

2 

7/11 

0 

0 

2 

7/11 

1 

0 

0 

7/11 

1 

0 

0 

7/11 

1 

0 

0 

7/11 

6 

0 

2 

7/11 

9 

0 

0 

6/4 

1 

0 

0 

7/11 

0 

0 

2 

7/11 

9 

1 

2 

7/11 

17 

0 

8 

7/11 

0 

0 

1 

7/11 

2 

1 

2 

6/4 

4 

1 

2 

6/4 

1 

0 

0 

7/11 

3 

0 

1 

7/11 

1 

0 

2 

7/11 

22 

2 

2 

6/4 

87 

12 

26 


0 

0 

0 


87 

12 

26 


16 

22 

63 


437 

61 

138 


423 

56 

197 


876 

139 

398 
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1991 (FOURTH) REPORT OF THE NOU RECORDS COMMITTEE 

The functions and methods of the NOU Records Committee (hereinafter, "the 
committee") have been described previously (NBR 54:72-4). 

This report includes accounts of records evaluated by the committee in the 
last year, covering mostly records with accession numbers 247-94. All records 
mentioned here are available to interested persons at the NOU archives at the 
University of Nebraska State Museum, Lincoln. 

State List 

Errors made in this section of the third report of the committee should be corrected 
as follows: 

•the genus of Yellow-crowned Night-Heron is Nyctanassa 
•the specific epithet of American Pipit is rubescens. 

With this report, the following changes are made in the official list of the 
birds of Nebraska: 


Additions 

•Vermilion Flycatcher {Pyrocephalus rubinus): Accidental, III, insert after Say's 
Phoebe 


Deletions 

•Delete Carolina Chickadee 
•Delete "Brown Towhee" 


Changes in Status of Evidence 

•Laughing Gull (Larus atricilla): Accidental, change from III to I-P 
•Black-legged Kittiwake {Rissa tridactyla): Accidental, change from I-P to I-S 
•Pileated Woodpecker {Dryocopus pileatus): Accidental, change from II to I-P 
•Cordilleran Flycatcher {Empidonax occidentalis): Regular, change from 
undocumented to I-R 


Accepted Records 

Briefly, records in the following classes are listed as accepted: 

• I-S—a diagnostic, labeled specimen exists 

• I-P—a diagnostic, labeled photograph exists 

•I-R—a diagnostic, labeled recording exists 

•III—one or two independently written diagnostic documentations exist. 

Each account of an accepted record includes a brief statement about the encounter, 

noting the species, class, date, approximate location, and initials of the observer/s. 

Clark's Grebe {Aechmophoriis clarkii). class III. 

Two birds were seen 26 May, 1991, on Valentine N. W. R., Cherry County; SD. 

Brown Pelican {Pelecamis occidentalis). 

1. A bird probably in alternate plumage was seen 12 May, 1991, west of 
Fremont, Dodge County (class III, NBR 59:93-4, SD). [Editor's Note: A 
photograph of this bird, taken by Mark Brogie, was published in NBR 
59:94]. 

2. Another bird probably in second year plumage was seen 23 May, 1991, over 
the Missouri River about eight miles upstream from the Big Sioux River, 
Dakota County (class III, NBR 59:94, BH, JP). 
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Oldsquaw {Clangula hyemalis). class III. 

A male in an intermediate plumage was seen 3 March, 1991, at Carter Lake, 
Douglas County; TB, AG. 

Surf Scoter {Melanitta perspiciUata). class I-P. 

A bird probably in female plumage was photographed 3 May, 1991, at Lake 
Yankton, Cedar County; LB. 

Barrow's Goldeneye {BtichepJiala islandica) 

1. An adult male was seen 30 October, 1990, at the Gering Sewage Lagoons, 
Scotts Bluff County (class III, AK) 

2. An adult and an immature, both males, were seen 12-13 January 1991, at 
Lake Ogallala, Keith County (class III,SD). 

Snowy Plover {Charadrius alexandrinus). class III. 

One bird was seen 26 May, 1990, at the Gering Sewage Lagoons, Scotts Bluff 
County; AK. 

Mountain Plover {Charadrius montanus). class I-P. 

An adult and a nest with three eggs were photographed during the interval 
21-3 May, 1990, about 5 miles west of Bushnell, Kimball County {NBR 58:98-9); 
MC. 

Short-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus griseus). class I-P. 



Four birds were photographed 
16 May 1991, at Chain Lake, 
Holt County; LB. 


Fomarine Jaeger {Stercorarius pomarinus), class I-P. 

An adult of a light form was photographed 30 June 1990, at Lewis and Clark 
Lake, Knox County; MS. 

Laughing Gull {Larus atricilla). class I-P. 

An adult in alternate plumage was photographed 28 April 1990, below 
Gavin's Point Dam, Cedar County {NBR 58:99-100); MB. This was probably 
the same bird photographed there on 27 April, 1990, treated in unaccepted 
records. 

California Gull {Larus californicus). class I-P. 

Three adults in alternate plumage were photographed on 25 May, 1990, at Box 
Butte Reservoir, Dawes County; SD. 

Glaucous Gull {Larus hyperboreus). class III. 

One bird in first-winter plumage was seen 12 January, 1991, at Lake Ogallala, 
Keith County; SD. 

Black-legged Kittiwake {Rissa tridactyla). class I-S. 

An adult of the race R. t. tridactyla found dead 21/2 May 1990, on the shore of 
Lake Ogallala, Keith County, is the state's first specimen, ZM-16143 at the 
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University of Nebraska State Museum. The bird apparently starved after the 
bones of a channel catfish lodged in its esophagus. A written description and 
photocopy of an intact wing tip are also on file; DB, PJ, TL. 

Inca Dove {Columbina ittca), class I-P. 

A bird was photographed at a feeder in Orleans, Harlan County, in December, 
1990 {NBR 59:96); RSm. 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird {Selasphorus playtcercus). 

A bird in a female/immature plumage photographed on unspecified dates 
during the interval of 17-24 October, 1990, at a feeder in Seward, Seward 
County (class I-P, Am. Birds 45:174, JG), was probably the same bird 
photographed there on 18 October, 1990 (class I-P, BP), and seen 19 October, 

1990 (class III, RS), and 21 October, 1990 (class III, TB). 

Plicated Woodpecker [Dryocoptis pileatus). 

A female was photographed on 24 January, 1991, in a yard in Bellevue 
immediately adjacent to Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy County (class I-P, SM). This 
was probably the same bird seen 14 February, 1991, from Fontenelle Forest's ^ 
interpretive center (class III, TJ) and within Fontenelle Forest on 27 March,* 

1991 (class III, RW). 

Cordilleran Flycatcher (Empidonax occidentalis). class I-R. 

A singing bird was recorded in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux County, on 9 July, 
1991; RS.. 

Vermilion Flycatcher {Pyrocephalus ruhinus). class III. 

A relocated newspaper clipping describes a male seen 21 November, 1954, 
near Carter Lake in Omaha, Douglas County (NBR 23:28-9); RC. This is the 
first accepted record for the state. 

Connecticut Warbler {Oporornis formosus). class III. 

A female was seen 19 May, 1991, in Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy County; JT. 
Hooded Warbler {Wilsonia citrina). class III, 

A male was seen 28 April, 1991, in Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy County; KC. 
Cassin's Sparrow {Aimophila cassinii). 

1. A singing male was observed 27 May, 1990, near U. S. highway 34 ir 
Dundy County (class III, BP, LP). 

2. Another singing male another 21 June, 1990, about 14 miles south of 
Morrill, Scotts Bluff County (class III, AK). 

Baird's Sparrow {Ammodrnmus hairdii). class III, 

A singing male was observed on 4 and 6 May, 1990, at Schilling State Wildlife 
Management Area, Cass County; CR. 


NOU Annual Meeting 
May 15-17,1991 
McCook, Nebraska 
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Pine Grosbeak {Pinicola emicleator). class I-P. 


A bird probably in female plumage was 
photographed 22 May, 1988, in Carter Canyon, 
Scotts Bluff County (NBR 58:107); BH. 



In addition to the above records, the following materials documenting birds 
considered regular in the state have been received and filed by the committee (p, 
photographs; w, written): 

•Yellow-crowned Night-Heron in Scotts Bluff County (w, AK) 

•Ross' Goose (p, NBR 34:46) 

• Greater Scaup in Cedar County (p, LB) 

• Hooded Merganser (w, JH) 

•Mississippi lOte (p, GK) 

•Long-billed Dowitcher in Holt County (p, LB) 

•Tufted Titmouse in Seward County (p, JG) 

• Golden-winged Warbler in Lancaster County (w, JH) 

• Prothonotary Warbler (p, MD, NBR 58:106) 

•a partially albino Red-winged Blackbird (p, MD, NBR 58:108) 

•a partially albino Common Crackle (p, BW, NBR 58:108) 

•Rosy Finches (p, HH, NBR 58:56) 

Unaccepted Records 

Briefly, records in the following classes are listed as unaccepted: class IV, probably 
correct, but not beyond reasonable doubt based only on the available evidence; class 
V, insufficient evidence; class VI, probably released, escaped, or misidentified. Each 
account includes the species, date, approximate location, reasons for the committee's 
failure to accept, and class. 

American Swallow-tailed Kite (Elanoides forficatus). 

A description of a bird seen 28 May, 1991, near Greenwood, Cass County, was 
suggestive, but the circumstances of the encounter did not allow detailed 
observation, and the record was placed in class V. 

Gyrfalcon (Falco rusticolus). 

A description of a bird seen 22 February, 1989, near Murdock, Cass County, 
lacked detail, and was placed in class V. 
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Eskimo Curlew {Numenius borealis). 

Additional information published (Prairie Nat. 22:137-8) regarding a bird seen 
16 April, 1987, at Mormon Island Crane Meadows, Hall County, does not 
eliminate Whimbrel (N. phaeopus) nor clarify the timing or existence of any 
notes made during or after the sighting, and was placed in class V. 

Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus). 

A description of a bird seen on 30 May, 1991, in Dawes County was nol 
sufficiently detailed to eliminate other Numenius spp. and was placed in class 
IV. 

Laughing Gull (Larus atricilla). 

Photographs taken of a bird on 27 April, 1990, below Gavin's Point Dam, 
Cedar County, were not considered clear enough to eliminate other spp. and 
were placed in class IV. This was probably the same bird photographed there 
on 28 April, 1990, treated under accepted records. 

Alder Flycatcher (Empidonax alnorum). 

A description of a singing and calling bird seen 16 May, 1991, in Fontenelle 
Forest, Sarpy County, was suggestive, but was prepared at some remove from 
the date of the encounter. Other Empidonax spp. may not have been 
eliminated by the description, and it was placed in class IV. 

Carolina Chickadee (Pams carolinensis). 

A published account (NBR 42:57) of two birds in hand 16 July, 1974, in 
Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy County, does not include specific measurements nor 
eliminate immature, worn, or molting Black-capped Chickadees (P. 
atricapillus), and was placed in class V. 

MacGillivray's Warbler (Oporornis tolmiei). 

A description of a bird seen 14 October, 1990, in Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy 
County, was of a plumage nearly impossible to distinguisii from Mourning 
Warbler (O. Philadelphia), and was placed in class IV. 

Hooded Warbler (Wilsonia citrina). 

A description of a bird seen 9 May, 1991, in Hastings, Adams County, was 
suggestive, but did not clearly eliminate female Wilson's Warbler (Wilsonia 
pusilla) and was placed in class IV. 

"Brown Towhee" (Pipilo spp.). 

This taxon has been recognized by the A. O. U. as including two species. A 
published account (NBR 44:30) of a bird at a feeder 18 September, 1975, in 
Scottsbluff, Scotts Bluff County, lacked sufficient detail to place the bird in one 
of these taxa and was placed in class V. 

Henslow's Sparrow (Ammodramus henslowii). 

A description of a bird seen 13 October, 1990, at Papio Dam Site 11, Douglas 
County, did not include sufficient detail to eliminate similar species and was 
placed in class V. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

John Terborgh. Where Have All The Birds Gone? Princeton: Princeton U P, 1989. 186 pp. 

+ bibliography + index. 

John Terborgh's 1989 book Where Have All the Birds Gone? attempts to to explore why 
the population of migratory birds in the United States has dropped so drastically 
during this past century and what can be done to better monitor and document 
possible causes of their disappearance. Over the course of his study, Terborgh covers 
three major areas of the United States. Beginning with the Chesapeake Bay area, he 
takes a close look at the declining populations of waterfowl; he then broadens his 
scope to the eastern United States to study song bird populations, and then finally 
narrows his scope once again to concentrate on the birds of the northern Midwest 
wetlands. 

Over the course of the book, he examines extensively the available figures on 
bird populations and critiques the methodology used to gather the data. One of the 
greatest problems Terborgh sees during his investigation is the lack of reliable, long¬ 
term data on the disappearance of various species. He has a great deal of praise for 
the amateur birders in America, readily admitting that without the annual 
Christmas counts, breeding bird censuses, and breeding bird surveys there would be 
virtually no long-term information on most species of birds. Yet, he does find room 
for improving the rigor of these surveys, in order to more clearly document the loss 
of birds in many areas and attempt to assess more accurately and convincingly the 
demographics of their disappearance. 

Although his discussion is somewhat technical at times, Terborgh's critique 
seems a much-needed compilation and review of the available scientific work on 
the populations of migratory birds in the United States. His analysis clearly indicates 
that several species are severely threatened in areas which previously supported 
fairly stable communities. His work is thorough in its attempt to explore the reasons 
behind these declines, reasons which are much complex than most people might 
think. The causes of these declines may ultimately be too complex to untangle, but 
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through improvements in data collection, both by amateurs and professionals, 
research may be more readily used to convince the population at large and the 
legislators of the proper steps to help prevent the extinction of many more of these 
birds. 

—Lysbeth Benkert, Department of English, Washington 
State University, Pullman, WA, 99164-5020 

The editor thanks Thomas Labedz for his use of this text so it could be reviewed 
here and brought to the attention of more NOU members. 


Index and Notes. An index for Volume 59 of The Nebraska Bird Review will be 
forthcoming in a later issues as will some notes submitted by NOU members which 
were not included here. I thank all for their contributions. 
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Ducey, James E. continued 
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